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Arab leaders wish 
King speedy recovery 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on 
Friday received phonecalls from leaders of Arab states 
inquiring about his health and wishing him a speedy 
recovery. The King received a phonecall from Saudi 
lung Fahd Ben Abdul Aziz, Sultan Qaboos Ben Saeed 
or Oman and Bahraini Emir Sheikh Isa Ben Salman 
A1 Khalifeh. King Hussein also received phonecalls 
from Saudi Second Deputy Prime Minister and Min- 
ister of Defence Prince Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz. 
Cables from senior Arab officials and personalities 
were sent to the Royal Coun wishing King Hussein 
good health and speedy recovery. 
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Seri AiB reeiecxea lurusian 

party chairman 

TUNIS (R) — The congress of Tunisia’s ruling Con- 
stitutional Democratic Rally (ROD) on Friday re- 
elected President Zein Al Abidine Ben Ali as its chair- 
man. Witnesses said President Ben Ali was re-elected 
unanimously to applause from his colleagues. The 
four-day congress held in Tunis will conclude on Sun- 
day with a speech to be delivered by the president- 
The congress, held every five years, will be the last 
before the country’s presidential and parliamentary 
elections due in 1999. 
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U.N. rights panel condemns 
Israeli interrogation methods 


GENEVA t AP) — A U.N. 
panel of human rights 
experts on Friday con- 
demned Israel's iaterroga- 
-tion techniques and urged it 
to respect international 
■ human rights norms in the 
occupied territories. 

The committee of 18 
independent experts said 
discrimination against 
Arabs, bedouin people and 
women should'be ended. 

It said it remained con- 
cerned that prisoners can be 
kept in custody for long 
periods without trial. 

The committee’s chair- 
woman. Christine Chanet, 
said condemnation wasn't 
too strong a term to charac- 
terise the committee’s opin- 
ion of Israel's use of hand- 
cuffing. hooding, shaking 
and other physical force in 
interrogating suspected ter- 


rorists. “It's a violation of 
the covenant," Ms. Chanet 
said. 

Israel has acknowledged 
it is using such methods, 
but has said most are neces- 
sary to extract information 
that could prevent attacks 
on Israelis by Palestinian 
militants. 

The committee was pub- 
lishing the conclusions of 
its two-day examination of 
Israel's first report on its 
implementation of the 
International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, 
which the country ratified 
in 1991. 

While containing four 
paragraphs of "positive fac- 
tors” the document listed 
more than seven pages of 
concerns and recommenda- 
tions. 

The co mmi ttee acknowl- 


edged Israel’s security con- 
cerns and problems linked 
to its occupation of territo- 
ries affected the covenant's 
implementation. 

Members welcomed the 
government's efforts to 
address questions of police 
violence and to review 
complaints of alleged mis- 
treatment of civilians by 
members of the police and 
security forces. 

But they expressed deep 
concern that Israel "contin- 
ues to deny its responsibili- 
ty” to frilly apply the 
covenant in the occupied 
territories, which they 
define as the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip and other areas 
where they say the Israelis 
exercise effective control. 

The committee's report 
said it “is concerned that 
Palestinians in the occupied 


territories who remain 
under the control of Israeli 
security forces don’t enjoy 
the same rights and free- 
doms as Jewish settlers." 

It urged Israel to take 
immediate steps to end dis- 
criminatory practices. 

The committee criticised 
the lack of information in 
Israel's report about the 
human rights situation in 
the occupied territories. 

It expressed concern 
about Israeli security 
forces’ use of rubber-cov- 
ered metal bullets to dis- 
perse demonstrations in the 
occupied territories. 

The committee requested 
information from Israel 
about the number of people 
killed by the bullets, the 
number of complaints 
about their use and the 
number of security person- 


nel punished as a result 

Israel contends that mea- 
sures criticised by the panel 
are required to maintain 
national security. 

“Agonising dilemmas 
arise in trying to balance 
certain provisions of the 
covenant with - a govern- 
ment's primary responsibil- 
ity: to protect the lives of its 
citizens,” the Israeli mis- 
sion to U.N. offices in 
Geneva said in a statement. 

The Israeli statement said 
the covenant doesn't apply 
in the occupied territories 
because the Palestinian 
National Authority has 
assumed responsibility for 
more than 95 per cent of 
Palestinians there. 

Where Israel is responsi- 
ble. “it applies the relevant 
principles of humanitarian 
law" the statement said. 



Arafat wins Turkish support 
on occupied Jerusalem 


ANKARA (R) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat said Fri- 
day be had won Turkish help to 
resist Israeli bids to “Judaise" 
the Holy Gey of occupied 
Jerusalem. 

“1 vivuM like to thank Turkey 
for her efforts to support mea- 
sures to prevent the Judaification 
of Jerusalem," Mr. Arafat told a 
‘rw.s h Ankara after 

i meting Turkish President 
Suleyman DemireL 

"Me .Arafat passed on his- 
great concerns over the Judaifi- 
caticn of Jerusalem.- We share 
those concerns. Our support for 
the Palestinian people is total 
and will continue to be so,” Mr. 
Demirel said. 

Mr. Arafat urged overwhelm- 
ingly Muslim Turkey to back the 
decisions of the Jerusalem Com- 
mittee which met in Morocco 
this week and called for die 
mobilisation of the Islamic 
Wodd against what he called 
Israel’s expansionist policy. 

Earlier this year, the Israeli 
government decided to extend 
the limits of the municipality of 
occupied Jerusalem, a move 
which boosted the Jewish popu- 
lation of the city. 

‘The peace process has 
reached a dead end as a result of 
the policies being earned out by 
Israel," Mr. Arafat said. 

Israel occupied Arab east 
Jerusalem in the 1967 Arab- 
lsraeli war and later annexed it, 
vowing the united city will 
remain its "eternal and indivisi- 
ble’' capital. Palestinians want 
Arab east Jerusalem to be the 
capital of a future stare. 


“Israel has played a heavy role 
in the failure of the peace 
process with its policies in 
Jerusalem," Me Demirel said. 

Turkey has drawn ihe anger of 
Arab countries and neighbour- 
ing Iran for its growing defence 
cooperation with Israel Israeli 
airforce jets are permitted to 
tram in Turkey, while Turkish 
tighter planes are being mod- 
ernised by Israel 

Officials close to the talks said 
Mr. Arafat had urged Turkey to 
use its influence on Israel io halt 
Jewish settlement in occupied 
Jerusalem and the West Bank- 


"We believe Turkey will con- 
tinue to support the realisation of 
the peace process. We need this 
support even more now." Mr. 
Arafat said 

Talks between Israel and the 
Palestinians this week failed to 
break 16 months of deadlock in 
the stalled peace process. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamm NW-rmyahu has 
resisted an American plan for 
reviving peacemaking which 
calls on Israel to withdraw from 
another 13 per cent of the West 
Bank. Me .Arafat has accepted 
the plan. 


Security Council 
renews UNIFIL for 
six more months 


PRAYING FOR KING'S RECOVERY: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, performs Friday prayers at the Royal Air Force Mosque. The mufti of Che Armed 
Forces dedicated the prayers to the recovery and safe return of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. Also performing the prayers were Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul 
Salam Abbadi, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs-of-Staff Field Marshal Abdul Hafez Mirai 
Kaabneh and senior Armed Forces officers. 


Regent calls on young Arab 
leaders to focus on human 
dignity in decision making 


Israeli police cal! in 
Tibi for questioning 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli police have told Ahmad Tibi, a top 
advisor to Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, to report for ques- 
tioning on Sunday over a complaint by Jewish seders that he 
attacked them, Mr. Tibi's lawyer said Friday. 

Ussama Saadi told AFP that Mr. Hoi was told Friday to appear 
on Sunday at die police headquarters over an incident a month 
ago when he participated in an Israeli television talk-show along 
with Israeli politicians and Jewish settlers. 

Afro- die show, the audience composed largely of settlers shout- 
ed at Mr. Tibi, railing him an “assassin” and booing him. A scuf- 
fle broke out between die crowd and three of Mr. Tibi's body 
guards, against whom settlers later filed a police complaint 
w Mr. Saadi said that his client would not appear as ordered Sun- 
day because he has engagements elsewhere. 

The lawyer also called the settlers' complaints “political 
revenge and provocation due to the positions’’ Mr Tibi has taken 
“against the settlers and their activities which pox the peace 
process and Israeli-Palestinian coexistence in danger" 

Mr. Tibi is a much sought-after guest era Israeli news shows. He 
frequently appears on radio and television talk-shows to explain 
Palestinian positions despite complaints from the Israeli right. 
which has denounced the “free stage" extended him. 


UNITED NATIONS fR) — 
The Security Council on 
Thursday approved a six- 
month renewal, until Jan. 
31, of the 4,500-member 
U.N. Interi m Fo rce In 
Lebanon (UNIFIL) in a 
resolution adopted unani- 
mously and without 
debate. 

The force was estab- 
lished in 197S to restore 
the Lebanese government's 
authority over the southern 
pan of the country after an 
Israeli incursion against 
Palestinian activists. 

Israel withdrew its troops 
following a later 1982 inva- 
sion but continued to occu- 
py a so-called security 
zone along the Lebanese 
side of the border, aided by 
its allies of the South 
Lebanon Army militia. 

This has resulted in fre- 
quent clashes, mainly with 
Hizbollah, and also pre- 
vents the deployment of 
UNIFIL up to the interna- 
tional border. 

UNIFIL now comprises 
troops from Fiji, Finland, 
France. Ghana. Ireland, 
Italy. Nepal, Norway and 
Poland. It is commanded 
by Major General Jioji 
Konousi Konrote of Fiji. 

I n hi s latest report on 
UNIFIL. Secretary-Gener- 
al Kofi Annan said the 
number of operations con- 
ducted bv suerriilas in the 


last six months had 
increased by 40 per cent 
compared to the previous 
six months. 

He said the most of the 
348 excursions were car- 
ried out by Hizbollah 
against Israeli forces in the 
countries, using small 
aims, mortars, rocket-pro- 
pelled grenades and anti- 
tank missiles. 

In turn Israeli troops 
expended 10.000 rounds of 
an tilery, mortar, tanks and 
missiles, about the same as 
last year. About 58 air raids 
were carried out against 
targets north of the Litani 
River and the Israel navy 
patrolled Lebanese territor- 
ial water ,and imposed 
restrictions on local fisher- 
men in the country. Mr. 
.Annan’s report said. 

As on previous occa- 
sions. the renewal resolu- 
tion reiterated strong sup- 
port for the “territorial 
integrity, sovereignty and 
political independence of 
Lebanon" within its inter- 
nationally recognised 
boundaries." The UNIFIL 
operation is short $103.5 
million, Mr. Annan said. 

Norway, a mainsray of 
the force, is expected to 
withdraw most of its 600 
troops with Italy and Spain 
having been asked to 
replace them. 


By Francesca Ciriad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. the Regent, on 
Thursday called on young 
leaders to focus on the 
* human dimension and 
human dignity in decision- 
making and to develop real 
dialogue to emphasise com- 
monalities and enhance 
respect for differences. 

He launched a special 
appeal to the future Arab 
leaders to use their shared 


heritage in order to 
strengthen Arab identity 
and make the Arab Nation a 
more active player on inter- 
national, regional, and 
world fora. 

Urging future generations 
of Arab leaders to “stop 
internalising” their coun- 
tries' problems and pursue 
an "Arab discourse" 
instead, he said: “Let me 
remind you that there are 
tens of regional institutions 
in Europe. We have the 
.Arab League with 15 finan- 
cially ailing organisa- 


tions,... and we have the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference. 

“I hope we will use our 
shared religious values and 
shared language to build a 
better future.” 

The Regent, who was 
addressing participants in 
tiie second United Nations 
University International 

Leadership Academy 
(UNU/ILA ) program me, 

outlined the skills and approaches 

(Continued on page 7) 


Russia knocks U.S., U.K. 
for nixing Iraq resolution 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia 
criticised the United States 
and Britain on Friday for 
blocking a U.N. resolution 
saying Iraq had complied 
with demands to destroy its 
nuclear arms facilities. 

Russia introduced the res- 
olution on Wednesday. 
France and China had sup- 
ported the motion, but the 
United States and Britain 
opposed it. 

“Unfortunately, because 
of the firm position of the 
United States and Britain, 
none of the proposed drafts 
was adopted, although no 
convincing arguments were 
presented." Russian For- 


eign Ministry spokesman 
Vladimir Rakhmanin told a 
briefing. 

The measure would have 
moved the Security Council 
one step closer to shutting 
the file on investigations of 
Iraq's nuclear programme, 
although investigations of 
missile technology and 
chemical and biological 
weapons would still be 
needed before sanctions in 
place since the Gulf war 
can be lifted. 

“We continue to believe 
that there are no grounds 
for further delay in the clo- 
sure of the nuclear file," Mr. 
Rakhmanin said. 


“Such a decision would 
encourage Iraq to seek fur- 
ther cooperation with the 
U.N. and would make it 
possible to speed up work 
to close other disarmament 
files: missile, chemical and 
biological ” he said. 

“After this the U.N. Secu- 
rity Council will have to 
consider lifting the oil 
embargo on Iraq. We hope 
that this could be done in 
October." 

Iraqi leaders issued a 
fresh warning to the United 
Nations on Thursday vow- 
ing to lake swift but 
unspecified measures if the 
sanctions were not lifted. 


Democracy, media setback in Arab-Muslim World 


By Paul Taylor; Diplomatic Editor 
Reuters 

LONDON — Democracy and 
media freedom are under assault in 
many parts of the Middle East as 
governments, beset by deadlock in 
Arab-Israel peace efforts and a 
slump in oil prices, seek to keep a 
Bd on opposition. 

From Cairo to Amman, from 
Ankara to Beirut, rulers anxious to 
fend off challenges from radical 
felamists, or in some cases to 
silence allegations of corruption, are 
restricting political activity or free- 
dom of expression. 

With notable exceptions such as 
Morocco and Iran, which are exper- 
imenting with greater pluralism, the 
timid democratisation that began in 
some comers of the Arab and Mus- 
lim Vfodd at the turn of the 1990s is 
in retreat civil rights campaigner 
say- -• 

‘The Middle East has long been 
one of the most repressive regions 
of *e world as regards freedom of 


expression, human rights and 
democracy." said Robert Menard, 
president of the press freedom 
watchdog Reporters sans Fron- 
tieres. 

“There was progress in recent 
years in countries such as Egypt and 
Jordan fart now vve are in a period of 
regression again." he said in a tele- 
phone interview. 

In the last 12 months, Egypt has 
restricted the publication of inde- 
pendent newspapers. Jordan has 
banned more than a dozen publica- 
tions and is seeking to enact a 
restrictive press law*. 

Algeria, where the army halted an 
experiment in democracy' in 1992 
to thwart an Islamist victory, has 
farther tightened censorship on 
press reports of its ruthless civil war 
against Islamist guerrillas. 

Lebanon, whose vigorous media 
avoid criticism of Syria, the domi- 
nant power in the fragile country, 
has haTTpri private television stations 
from broadcasting by satellite. 

Turkey has outlawed the main 


Islamist Welfare Party and arrested 
dozens of journalists accused of 
supporting either the Islamists or 
Kurdish separatists. Human rights 
campaigners sav several of them 
have been, tortured in detention. 

Role of the West, and 
US. in particular 

Egyptian civil liberties campaign- 
ers blame a crackdown on indepen- 
dent newspapers there partly on 
Western neglect- Negad Al Bonn, 
director of the Cairo-based Group 
for Democratic Development, told 
Reuters the waiting influence of the 
United States in the Middle East 
was the main reason fa- the latest 
crackdowns on the press in Egypt, 
Kuwait, Jordan and the Palestinian 
territories. 

The lack of l\S. interest, he 
argues, sent a message to uneleaed 
.Arab governments that they can 
take back the litrle freedom they' 
conceded to die press under West- 
ern pressure. 


•The U.S. feels dial almost all of 
its interests in the region including 
oil and a military presence have 
been achieved 

With the exception of the peace 
process there is no reason for the 
West to pressure Arab leaders to 
commit themselves to democracy'." 
Borai said. 

Borai said the government’s press 
crackdown was driven by a desire 
to avert scrutiny of corruption 
which he said was growing hand- 
in-hand with the liberalisation of the 
economy. 

’The government does not want 
this corruption to be exposed at this 
stage hence the recent crackdown 
on the press.” 

President Hosni Mubarak's gov- 
ernment has a monopoly on radio 
and television and owns the three 
main national newspapers. 

Egyptian officials argue that 
tighter control on die media is nec- 
essary' to combat the threat to 
Mubarak's role from Islamic funda- 
mentalists who assassinated his pre- 


decessor, Anwar Sadat, the author 
of Egypt's peace treaty with Israel. 

Palestinian journalists have also 
fallen foul of President Yasser 
Arafat for reporting on die activities 
of Islamic Hamas guerrillas and on 
allegations of corruption against the 
Palestinian Authority. 

Reporters sans Frontieres said 
Arafat’s office, citing national secu- 
rity. also ordered the media to play 
down pro-Iraqi demonstrations by 
Palestinians during the crisis 
between Iraq and the United 
Nations in February. 

Jordanian newspapers have tradi- 
tionally been freeer than most of 
their Arab counterparts. But the 
government’s draft press law 
includes sweeping bans on cover- 
age deemed harmful to national 
security- or economic stability, 
offensive to King Hussein or to Jor- 
dan’s neighbours. It would increase 
fines for offenders and set stiff cap- 
ital requirements on newspapers. 

The US. group Human Rights 
Watch said the law would impose a 


"daunting regime of censorship.” 
Officials say the law aims to clamp 
down on what they see as irrespon- 
sible weekly newspapers. 

.Analysts and diplomats said the 
government wanted to stifle dissent 
over Jordan's 1994 peace treaty 
with Israel fuelled by an Israeli 
assassination bid on a Palestinian 
Islamic militant in Amman last 
year, and anger among Jordanians, 
many of Palestinian origin, over the 
Jewish state's minimal concessions 
to Palestinian self-rule demands. 

It also sought to avert unrest due 
to poverty, an economic slowdown 
and sympathy for neighbouring 
Iraq, they said! 

Jordan's main opposition parties, 
led by the Islamic Action Bom. 
boycotted last November's parlia- 
mentaiy election in protest at cam- 
paign roles. 

Turkey 

Turkey's powerful armed forces, 
and its courts, have clamped down 


in the last year on political Islam 
and Kurdish separatism to uphold 
founding father Kemal Ataiurks 
principles of secularism and the 
unity of all people within Turkey's 
borders. 

The constitutional court in Janu- 
ary outlawed the Islam-based Wel- 
fare Party for attempting to subvert 
the secularist constitution. Its leader 
Necmettin Erbakan was removed 
from parliament and barred from 
political activity for five years. 

The military issued statements in 
March and July raising pressure on 
the government to enact anti- 
Islamist legislation. 

Leaders of the. main Kurdish 
party have been arrested and 
charged with links to armed Kur- 
dish rebels. 

Self censorship 

Publishers in the conservative 


(Continued on page 7j 
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Amnesty rmmends 

U.N. stancn Algeria 



AMMAN (j.T.) _ Amnta 
inkmiiKTCrf said t far it shares 
!** concerns afxxjj the 
human nghls situalion in Alw- 
jw. expressed bv the LLN. 
Human Rights Committee in 
its conclusions' announced Fri- 
day. and welcomes the eom- 
' Ira,| w^ commendations. 

” R,r lJ * l|is lime a U.N. 
nxvhanism. in expressing its 
• ^neem ahoui the serious 
raJinan nghts crisis, has issued* 
corvTetc comnvndaiions to 
tlv AJgLriiin govcmnwnt fur 
numin-s il .slxxjld lake lo slop 
■uid prevent grave violations." 
Amnesty Intcrruuiortal siid in a 
-statement to the press. 

‘•If these reconmx’ndutions 

an.- i mi Je i.ici lied ihi s could 
certainly help u> addn-ss ihe 
very gr.ive Imman righis crisis 
niAl^rria.” 

During tlv iwtKlav exahti- 
1 til i on Ilf «he government's 
n. 7 xm ha week, the committee 
repeatedly expressed concern 
about the serious human rigi as 
ensis in Algeria and about vio- 
Ijlmns hy government forces, 
including ' *di sappcaiana-s, 1 ’ j 
saiet detention, torture and fi 
extra-judicial executions, and j\ 
aboifl ihe existence and role of I 
mihlins armed by the state. j ; 
The U.N. committee stated; n 
Widespread and indiscrimi. n 
nale attacks against the civilian 

. j 


[ y pupuliui’°* vin £ lhe lu5iS 

■s of inni iC ,{w * *** y 

ic !9 .>| k . R( |iic of violence 

*■ heigl«e n “ ,s r onsibilil >' 

f. s,.ty lo reestablish 

n and n 11 ^ conditions 

necess’f ^ '■‘nj t, y n *' nl 
and pr.' n fundamental 
rjg^ Jj freedoms in Alge- 
ria.” 

i j n elusions the eom- 
• minted ««n tlx- Algerian 

r authi" u> ,:ikc C,1 ' LV,IVC 

vent massacres and 

iitla^igurnrd ilx- civilian 
pop,.n and. if they never- 
thclxviir. to eonx- prompt - 
ly [, defence of the popula- 
tion 

_o cream: jfial projvr 
iovgmions arJ eimdixied 

by ’ irxiefviwnt hody to 

cktiine wlxylhc ollendent 
aryd to brin Jhemio justice, 
ani alt owyof massacres to 
coix-l f independent 

iniry inu/H.' conduct oT the 
sority li*c-s from the low- 

esottofewik-wls; 

- allegations of lor- 

atu; hJnveslijBaiod by an 
fmnrti/ixxiy. lhat the result 
/oflhe/twsiigalkMTS be pub- 
lihedr rind that officials 
jjvo/l in torture be prosccut- 
rtJ il, il' eonvieted severely 

f To record all reported 


eases of disappearances and 
iiiy lo day action it' retrace the 
disappeared and to assist the 
families concerned to rctnxv 
the di&ippcanxi. 

— To ensure that nobody be 
arrested or detained outride the 
law and that complaints about 
such arrest or detention be 
given immediate attention. 

With regard to the militias 
armed hy tlx- slate, the com- 
mittee expa-ssed serious con- 
cern ahout tlx* legilimacy of 
ihe transfer of such power hy 
tlx* State to private groups, in 
light iif the very real risk to 
human lilt- and the risk of 
unsanettoned ahuses, ;ind 
urged Algeria 10 maintain 
within its police and defence 
Ibrevs the responsibility of 
maintaining law and order. 

Tlx- committee reiterated its 
concern at the lix-k of concrete 
information both in Algeria's 
55-page report and in the oral 
comments hy tlx- delegation. 

Tlx- deliberaic failure by the 
Algerian aulhoriiies to provide 
concrete and relevant informa- 
tion on patterns and eases of 
human rights violations in the 
country was yt-i another exam- 
ple of its contempt for its 
international obligations in the 
field of human righis protec- 
tion. 


Iraq caws for national 
debate on sanctions 


BAGHDAD (AP) Ba/>- 
dud is calling for a “natiifiial 
detour on steps to take if tto 
United Nations does notfsonn 
lift its eigln-year embargo 
against Iraq. 

Iraqi leaden;, in a Thursday 
statcnxMU. said rliev- would 
w^u't first for ftoir next round 
of talks with chief U.N. 
weqfons inspector Ricliaal 
Bullet 

Mr. Butler is expected in 
Baghdad in early August. 

The United Nations 
imposed sweeping trade 
saixtions against Iraq after 


Baghdad's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. Tlie saixnions will 
only to lifted ttlter U.N. 
weapons inspectors certify 
thin Iraq is ftce of tonix’d 
weapons. 

“Wc sliall call for a com- 
pn*lx‘iisive national debate on 
dlls subject slwrtly," tlie Iraqi 
stiuemcnt said, h was carried 
by tlie suue-owix5d Iraqi 
NcwsAgeixy. 

It was not dear how die 
government planned to Ixild 
such a debate or wliut impact 
it could Iiave. Public meet- 
ings such as rallies are illegal 


in Iraq unless ttoy are gov- 
ernment organised. 

Tto suuemciu was issued 
l'ollowii^ a meeting of the 
powerful Revoluiioiiuiy 

Command Couixil and tlie 
ntling Baatli Party. TIk meet- 
ing was d uiired by Iraqi Pres- 
ideiu Saddam Hassein 

Iraq, which deities possess- 
ing ;uiy toiuicd weapons, has 
tlireatened unspedfied 
actions if tlx saixtions ok% 
not tilled soon. 

Mr. Butler repeatedly lias 
accused Iraq of lading 
banned material. 


Lebanese minister resigns 
after row with Murr 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanon's 
minister for rural and munici- 
pal affairs. Hagop Demerdpon, 
has resigned alter a series of 
disputes with Interior Minister 
Michel Murr. officials said Fri- 
day. 

Mr. Dcmeijian handed his 
resignation on Thursday to 
Prinx 1 Minister Rafik Hariri, 
who signed the letter and 
passed it oil to President Elias 
Hniwi. they said. 

The I'fiiciaJs said Mr. Hrawi 
;xxx-picd Mr. Denvijian's res- 
ignation in a decree and that 


(nfomiation Minister Bassem 
Sahaa was named to replace 
Mr. Demeijian in an interim 
capacity. 

The dispute erupted after Mr. 
Murr decided to link tlx- 
municipality of his native vil- 
lage of Bleghrin. in ihe Mein 
mountain east of Beirut, with 
the Federation of Mein Munic- 
ipalities. 

The federation is headed hy 
Mr. Murr’s daughter. MyrniL 
who is also presidem of 
Bk-ghrin’s municipal council 
since municipal elections were 


held in May and June for the 
first time in Lebanon in 35 
wars, 

Mr. Demeijian charged that 
Mr. Murr s decision was “ille- 
gal" toeausc it was adopted by 
tto interior mini st ly and not his 
ministry. But the justice min- 
iary backed up Mr. Muir. 

It was the fourth tinx thai 
Mr. Demeijian had threaterx-d 
to resign after rows witli the 
interior ministry over preroga- 
tives. 


Israeli-allied militiaman killed 
in roadside bomb 

MARJAYOUN (A P) — A roadside bomb exploded in south- 
ern Lebanon Friday, killing a pro-Israeli railiikinnHi and injur- 
ing Iris seven-year old si sir, Lehalxne seairily officials su'd. 
Tlx* bomb, appanauly detonated by remote eontml, weis off 
on a mud oiasidc tlx* town of JezMitf in tlx* Israeli-occupied 
/one, officials said on condition of anonymity. Nabil Iskandar, 
a member of tto South Lehemon Army, was killed instantly 
vvlriio at tlie wlxd ol'liis pickup truck, tlie officials said. His 
12-year-old sister Sttlam, wlw was sitring next to lim, was 
wounded, tto officials added. Sto is being treated at a nearby 
hospital. Avyiix* is 20 Idlonwies north of Majayomi, tto 
biggest town in llx* ixxupied sector, and is noi by tto Israeli- 
hacked SLA, wluch patrols tto /one witli Israeli soldiers. 

Arab League chief to fly to Libya 
for Lockerbie talks 

CAIRO (AFP) — Arab League chief Esmai Abdul Meguid is 
to lly to Tripoli Sunday, after sx’king U.N. ttutlXHisation, for 
talks on tto Uxkerbie KimNng at tto centre of satxiions 
agaiiN Uhya. an Arab League official said. He said tto* scc- 
ruary gcix*ral of tto Caiavtoscd League was to ra\:i Libyan 
Picsidein MuammarQadluli during Ws four-day visit to dis- 
cuss tto rx*w devclopmeins in tto Lot-kerbie afi'air. Wasliing- 
t«i and Loixlon indicated last week itoy would itgjce to two 
Lilians waived for Uk I98K mid-air bombing of a Pan Am 
Boeing 747 over tix* Scottish village of Lockerbie bdi^ tried 
in a third country, though under ScotlLsli law. Libya lias been 
under a U.N. air traffic embargo and oUxt saixtions suxe 
1992 over its teftistd to surrender tlie two suspects in tto 
bombing, wlich cost 270 lives, fortrial in tto United States or 
Britain. Wine last week, Washington and London Ivxl reject- 
ed Libyan oilers of holding a trial in a third courtly. Mr. Abdul 
Mcguid Isis welcomed tto new stand and sent a messi^e to 
U.N. drier Kofi Annan offering llx* Arab League's coopera- 
tion with llx United Nations to resolve tto Ltx'kerbie ufttrir 
and luve .saixtions lifted against Libya. 

Torrential rains in Sudan leave 14 
dead, hundreds homeless 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Water from a dam hrcadied by tor- 
rential rains flooded a villas in western Sudan, killing f4 
people and leaving 450 families homdess, a newspaper 
reported Friday. Tlie Slturia village in Darfur state was under 
one metre water aftertto flood Thursday, i to* government 's A1 
Anhau said. It did tux elaborate on die number of hoineless. 
ton twcai peofrfc in family is tux unusual in rural Sudan. Tto 
government dtolaicd a sue ofcmcigcixy in Darfur and will 
distribute food and medical aid to tto victinix, il said. Earlier 
tiis week, toneixial rains destroyed 1,000 Immes in die town 
of Fasiiir, also in Darflic No casually figures were available. 

Body parts found in Cairo bus stop 

CAIRO (AP) — A man’s legs, arms and entrails were found 
srufted in five sacks at a crowded Gtiro bus stop, police said 
Friday. Tlie bags were discovered Tlmrsday by rush hour 
commuters at die Abu A1 Reesh bus stop in a medieval Islam- 
ic ix*igjihourhood, police said, speaking oil customary condi- 
tion of anonymity. Forensic experts arc examiiring the body 
parts to ideruity die man, wlwse head and chest were missing. 
Tto torso Iwd been hacked in ltilfand only die abdomen con- 
taining tto intestines aixJ tto stomach was found in die sacks. 
Egypt wi messed a wave of similar murder a decade ago by 
wives who were victims of rape, beatings and Oder abuse by 
dieir hasbands. nx* victims’ mutilated boefies and body parts 
were disposed oil’ in plastic hags. 

Arab youths beat up 10 Israeli soldiers 

HAIFA (AFP) — Arab youdis beat up 10 Israeli soldiers on 
tto beach in tto nonjicm town ot'Hiiita, in an incident seen by 
Lsracli police as a “national disgrace," a newspaper said Fri- 
day. A tiglx whieh broke out Tuesday on a Haifa beach was 
initially covered up by Israeli police. Otx* policeman 
described die soldjers as “a Ixnx’h of weaklings wlio discred- 
it tto army," dc weekly Kolbo reported. Tlie 10 soldiers, win 
were unarmed, gac irto a conl'rnrxation with tix* tour Arab 
youilis win |rit ttom widi bottles. Tliroe of die Israelis were 
taken to lnspital, while otx* Arab was sligluly lum. A 
spokcsraui for Haifa police, Marin Nissan, denied any 
attempt to cover up tto tiglx. “At first ito attackers' idemiries 
were rxx kixTwn by die polia*. It was treated like a regular 
tiglu involving ytxnig people, widxxu aiy relereixv to ntaiixv- 
alrtics," lx* told tto daily Haarctz. 



Turkish allies mull 
anti-Islamist poll deal 


ANKARA (R) — Tlie coali- 
tion partners in Turkey’s out- 
going government are dis- 
cussfiig forming an alliance 
to Nock tto" Islam-based 
Virtue Party at local cleciioas 
nexr year, party leaders said 
in commeits publislied on 
Fridity. 

“[Prime Ministerl Mesin 
Yilmaz pul this issue oil tto 
agenda," Hurriyct newspaper 
qtKxed Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Bulcni Ecwil as saying. “I 
said I wtxild take il up with 
my party’s dccisirtv-making 
bodies." Pjrliamctx vrxed 
overwhelmingly on Tliursday 
to told both general and local 
elections next April 1 8 in line 
with a request from Mr. Yil- 
maz’s rninority government, 
struggling witli its lack of 
support in pariiamciu. 

Mr. Ecevit said his Democ- 
ratic Left Party and Mn Yil- 
maz’s conservative Motlier- 
land Roly were considering 
preseixing a single candidate 
ui tey cities in the local elec- 
tions. 

Tlie Sahah daily said tto 


coalition's third pamxir, a 
small conservative grouping, 
could also join die pact. 

Tto Islamists swept tto last 
local polLs in 1994, taking 
Ankara and Istanbul and 
dozens of oilier municipali- 
ties in their first major elec- 
toral success. 

Ttoy went on to narrowly 
win a general election in 
1 995 hut die secularist army 
faced Nccmettin Ertxikura 
Turkey ’sTirst Islamist prime 
minisicr, from office last 
year, opening tto way for Mr. 
YUmaz to tato power. 

On Tliursday nigla, slxiniy 
before parliament went iito a 
iwo-morth recess, deputies 
passed oitc of several tuiti- 
Islami'st laws demanded' by 
die army to bring tto building 
of mosques under tto control 
of a state-run religious body. 

Mr. Yilmaz, smuggling with 
a lack of parliamentary sup- 
port. vowed some time ago to 
resign by the end of tto year 
to make way for an ’Indepen- 
dent” prime minister to over- 
see the run-up to elections. 


aldnugii the plan lus been 
criticised by senior govem- 
meix figures as a recipe for 
fun her uncertainty. 

Commeniators predict tto 
Islamists may take advantage 
of divisions among tto secu- 
larist panics to do well ai tto 
next dectitxis. 

Both tlx* secularist left and 
tiglx arc split iixo rival camps 
and die lack of a strong gov- 
emmen since 1995 lias 
allowed tlx* amiy to iivrcase 
its infiuence as tto nutin bar- 
rier to the rise of political 
Islam. 

“We arc going into elec- 
tions but tto* divisions 
remain- Then* have still been 
no dtmgcs in tto electoral 
law or tto status of the par- 
ties. Even-one is asking 
whether elections will bring 
stability," columnist Hasan 
Celal wrote in Sabah. 

Turkish markets have paid 
little attention to the calling 
of tlie’ elation Stocks in 
Istanbul were up 0.52 per 
cent at midday on Friday. 


Three people dead, 20 wounded 
in Algiers bomb attack 


ALGl ERS CAP) — A power- 
ful tvmb exploded Friday in 
a market in Algiers, killing 
ffiree people aiul wounding 
20 others. 

It was die saxind deadly 
explosion in die capital in 
two days. 

Audwitties said tto bomh. 
liidden in a crate of vegeta- 
bles, exploded at a market 
near Koutxi, in tto southern 
oix skirts of Algiers. 

Nobody claimed responsi- 
bility for tto attack, but such 
bixiihings are usually blamed 


on Islamists waging a violeix 
insurgency against die mili- 
tary-hbeked govemmert. 

Tlie vidaxe came. as a 
U.N. fitci-finding mission 
iiuoito violence tliai lias con- 
tinued uiubarcd in Algeria 
for die last six years cixtrin- 
ued ils work. 

On Tliursday. a bomb 
exploded in a bus in a sutoirb 
of the Algerian capital, 
killing two people and 
wotuxJing 15 ottors. Tlx* 
bomb was coiwealcd in a 
plastic hug diifl ltxl been 


placed hehind oix* of tto 
seats. 

Tlie U.N. panel, led by for- 
mer Portuguese Prcsideiu 
Mario Soares, arrived in 
Algeria last week to lock iixo 
tto Insurgency tlcx was 
sparked in 1 992* after die gov- 
emmeix carxelled paiiia- 
mertary clarions an Islamist 
party was set to win 

Sonx* 75.000 people Iiave 
died in tto* tost six years. 

Tlx* U.N. mission is 
expected to spend about two 
weeks in Algeria 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TcL 47731 1 1-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 simoon — l-amity IJrp 

I5J0 t 'loMTiins Around 

I6rf)0 Dnuriii — Neighbours 

16 JO IXx-. — Scumli Naiuic 

I7K10 l-ivncti Programme — 
“I 'aut Pas Rcver" 

!8rfKl J\c:ipuk-o Bay 

19:00 Ix; Journal 

19:15 Famch I > iugrammu — 
1 jn'cuf de C domh 

I9i30 News headlines 

J9J5 Quiz Show — You Bel 
Ynur Life 

19:55 Cinema, Cinema 

2030 Prism 

2I:IQ Drama — Sirens 

22HK) News in English 

2000 FvJiuro film — “Double 
Suuidanl" 

24HK) Country Music 

00 'JO laJolTX 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:17 Itojr 

05>I5 (SunrweJ I Julia 

12:41 Dhuhr 

16^2. Asr 

19J8 Maghreb 

21. 07. i -Mu 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nu/areth Church 
Swcifieh/lel. 5920740 
Av\cmMi» of (iod Church lei. 
46*2785 

SL JiKscph Church Tel. 4624590 
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Terra Sunctu Churvh Tel. 
4622.166 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/46248 1 1. 

SL Attain Syrian Orthodox 

Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
lei. 865897 

Gcmtan-^pcafdng Kvangctical 
Congregation Tei. 568 8404 
Tlie Evangelical I/ical Church 
in Amman lei. K 1 1 295 
Church or Jesus Christ of I jit- 
ter Day Saints Tei. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College Tct 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TcL 4637440 

Creek Orthodox Church TcL 
4646138 

Church of IVcsentatkm, Swci- 
fich TcL 5920146 
The Uniutc Cathdie Church 
TcL 4624757 

The English-1 jnguaj^c 

Catholie I’arwh TeL 4614 1 90 
Kvangdical Free Church Td. 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 1 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 77 133 1 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied hy the DcjHtrt- 
mctit of Mctcnwloxv 


U will be hot wiih tcmjvraluros 
higher ihan average hy 2-3 
deetves centigrade and winds 
northwesterly moderate. On 
Sunday and Monday, tempera- 
tures an? ex peeled lo rise fur- 
ther becoming 4-6 degrees 
cenligrade above uverage. In 
Aqaha. it will he hot. winds 
northerly nwderaie; and seas 
calm. 


Mia/Mux, temp. 
i\mman 

Aqaba — 

Deserts .................. — 

Jordan Valley 


22/35 

28/42 

-..22/37 

26*41 


Yesterdays high tempiratureK: 
Amman 33 Aqaba 42. Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 23 percent. 
Aqaha 25 per cent 
Jo) lowing ajv (lie hiahest tem- 
preatuivs expeaed today iiuhc 
(bllnwing :uuas: 

Ajloun ‘ - -..JM 

Jcnish —37 

Urn Qaysi- -35 

Madahu 34 

IVira —36 

Dead Sea — 43 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

,mc;iit DUTY 
AMMAN: 

IX Avrmn MuhtasH) — 4<75748 


Dr. AniErf Ashh4d> _56D2507 

llr. AhlxK ILdam 4885446 

Ur. Mohammad Al Izzah4752y7l 
Kiras pharmacy .........J6619I2 

Al Ascmu pharmacy... .4637055 

Nuiroukh pharmacy ...4623672 
Al Salum pharmacy ...4636730 
Yucouh pharmacy .......4644945 

Shmcisani phurmuey 4637660 

Najto pharmacy 4i3477632 

I RAID: 

Ur. MohansradAlShar' 71005x8 

Al Quds pharmacy j — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Issu Omari .901266 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Isvxl (’(mtrol Cent re 463711 1 

CivillVfena: llcfiutrixiv .5661 1 1 1 
Civil IMoiec Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil IX'fena* Ivnereeney— 199 
ftofia- 192.4621 1 1 1.4637777 

Fire ftrijside 4617101 

Blond Bank. 4775121 

Hieliway Police. 5343402 

Traffic Police. 4896390 

IWie Sevviity I X’|X... .46.30321 

1 Intel Cum plaints -5605800 

Price (’umplaintx J661 J76 

& .SewcKt C on^tirfe 4877467 

Amman Munieipulily Com- 
plaints ...... 787 1 1 1 

Telephone Infom^iiiun (diivelo- 

ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls -010130 


Central Amman 'lelcplione 

KepniiK -.462.3101 

Ahdali "Icl. Rcpaiis 5661 IOI 

Joolan 1 television 47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

Whlcr Audrarity — 5680 1 00 

J. I ilerfririly Authority ...8 15615 

I ilect no Power Co 463638 1 

RJ Might Worn ntion. .44-53200 
(jixvnAria Inti. Airport ..44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

'llx.* Arab Centre for Heart md Spe- 
cial Suigny S/21 199 

'lheIsbnic.Abdfi .5666131/7 

Hussein Mcdkd Centre TeL 
SR56X56 

Iiwnib 4630(95 

Khalkli Maternity. 4644281/6 

Akilch Maternity.— 4642441/2 
Jiihal Amman Maternity 46 
41362 

Malhas. J. Amman 46.36 140 

Palestine, .Shntefaani -J607071 
Shmcisani Hospital ....^669131 

University Hospital .2*353444 

Al-Muasherllniptal 5667227/9 

AI-AIili. Ahdali 5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen 777101/3 

AJ-Bashic.- -.775111/26 

Antiy. Marita..— —.89161 1/15 
giKVn Alia Hospital 560224* VS > 

Anial Hospital .5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqn Ckwt. Hospital 
(09)983313 


Zarqo Naiional i I ns fatal 

-...- —..(09)900560 

Ihn Sinn Hospital (09)986732 

Al llikmn Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBUh 

Prim-css Kasma Hospital 

- (02)275555 

Circck Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ihn Al Nafccs Hospital 
__(02)247l00 

AQABA: 

Wncvss Uaya Hospital 
(031.3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Ihis inlomtalkni is su^jlied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
deportment at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 where il should always 
be verified. Information on other 
llighls is obtained on telephnne 

(44) 52700 or (44) 523250. 


ARRIVALS 

Royul Jordanian (RJ) blights 

07:10 —Tehran (RJ) 

07:40 — Madrid (add) (RJ) 

0JW0...„ Damascus (KJ) 


09-^5 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:25 -.Beirut (RJ) 

10:45 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

10:45 Doha. Balirain(RJ) 

I l.’OO Cdorriro(RJ) 

15:00 Istanbul (RJ) 

l£:55 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17 JO london (RJ) 

3th 15 .Cairo (RJ) 

22:10 Mad rid (add) (RJ) 

22^0 Milan, Rome (RJ) 

23 JO tori in. Frankfurt (RJ) 

02J0 Madrid (RJ) 

05 JO — — Bangkok (RJ) 

Other nights 

06:05 Ixindon. Damascus (BA) 

I3ri» RiyaJh(SV) 

14:10 Abu Dhabi. Doha (Ob') 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

16:25 Duhm. Muscat ( I K) 

19riW — Paris (AF) 

19^k5 Frankfurt (Ufl 

22:30 Beirut (ME) 

23 J5 .Cairo (MS) 

2i:40 Amsterdam (KL) 

OIrfB London. Damas.-a«. (13A) 

02ri)5 Belgrade (JU) 

Q3ri)0 . — — — Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (KW) 

10:20 Aqaha (anivit\g^t QAb\ 
and proceeding to Marka Ai ipon ) 
(RW) 

I8ri)0 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) 

23:25 Aqaha (Marka Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Kuyal Jordanian f RJ) Flights 

06:45 -Reirut (RJ) 

09=40 tslunhul(KJ) 

10t30 Madrid luikl) (RJ) 

1 1=4S Berlin. I-'ranktun (RJ j 

12430 Amsterdam. Chicago. 

Detroii (RJ) 

12 JO Milan. Rome (RJ) 

12:40 .Amsicnlam. NewVirk(Ri) 

13:00 .Oeireva. Madrid (RJ) 

— - Paris (RJ) 

13:15 Brussels. Amsterdam (RJ) 

14415 Ijsndnn (RJ) 

16 JO — .Cairo (RJ) 

21:05 Riyadh. Dhahnm(RJ) 

21:20 Bombay (RJ | 

22=00 ....Abu DhaN. Duhaj (RJl 
23=59 Jaldali (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

07J5 -Dannwcus. London (BA) 

W:3 0 Riyadh (SV) 

ISriM) Abu Dhabi, liahrain (Gl ; ) 

15^0 - VtwmaiOS) 

I9.-00 —Dubai (KK) 

DOrfO ..I tei rut. Amsterdam (KL) 

13:10 Belgrade (JIJ) 

23:55 Beina (Mlit 

04ri)0 — -KumeiAy.) 

Royal Wings (KW) 

08:00 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

09 JO Aqaha (from Marka Air- 
port) 

21 JO #\qaha (ftora QAlA J ( RW) 
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Marcel Khalifeh breathes life 
into Jerash Festival 


By Munther Murjan 
and Randa Naffia 

Special to the Jordan limes 

JERASH — Marcel Khalifeh 
sang for “all the Arabs" and 
shared some spiritual moments at 
the Jerash South Theatre Wednes- 
day. reviving the status of Arab 
cultural song. 

During the two-hour show. 
Khalifeh said he was able, 
through the occasion of the 17th 
Jerash Festival,"to restore the lost 
sense of Arab nationalism.** 

"The real celebrations of the 
Jerash Festival began today," said 
Akrara Massarweh General 
Director of the Jerash Festival, 
who expressed satisfaction at the 
enormous turnout, the largest of 
any event so far at this year's fes- 
tival. Five thousand fens stormed 
the 7.000-seat theatre to hear Mr. 
Khalifeh's uplifting lyrics. 

At a press conference earlier 
Mr. Khalifeh expressed hope that 
his performance would be "silent 
and peaceful." 

Under the theme "A song in ray 
mind." Mr. Khalifeh gave out an 
emotional performance described 
by some as a "mass prayer." The 
renowned singer is known not 
only for his voice but for his sen- 
timental lyrics, which often 
described the sufferings of the 
Arab Nation. 

"These words revive our nation- 
al aspirations” said on Arab 
Israeli who attended the emotion- 
charged concert 

His passionate performance 



Marcel Khalifeh at the Jerash South Theatre Wednesday (Photo by 
Yousef * Allan} 


touched the souls of the crowds 
who hailed from Iraq. Israel, the 
occupied territories and different 
parts of the Kingdom. 

"His songs remind me of my 
father, a patriot who died in an 
Israeli prison fighting for the 
cause of [Palestine I.” said one 
Arab Israeli woman. 

**l drove all the way from 
Nazareth to listen to Marcel 
because his songs carry our histo- 
ry,** said her husband. 

Mr. Khalifeh opened his perfor- 
mance with "The Storm" — a 
piece that inspired the crowd to 
sing along even before the song 


began. Excitement grew as the 
musical legend continued on to 
some of hfs most popular songs 
written by great Arab poets, such 
as Tawfiq ZiacL 

Mr. Khalifa is no stranger to the 
world of "political art." His songs 
are a revival of his past work 
which bear the sufferings of our 
Arab Nation, he said. 

"I am just as oppressed as the 
rest of you. the Arab Nation is 
under siege facing all kinds of 
moral pollution," lie added. 

He addressed his songs to the 
suffering of all children in Iraq, 
Palestine and Lebanon brought 


the audience to tears. 

”1 have always dreamed of this 
day," said one woman. "It is 
almost unbelievable." 

Her sister added that. "If it was- 
n't for the political changes in the 
region, we wouldn't have been 
able to attend the festival." 

Mr. Khalifeh was accompanied 
by only three other musicians — 
a violinist a cellist and oudist — 
marking a change in the usual 
style of his performance. 

"With less musicians I can com- 
municate better with my audi- 
ence," he said. 

Mr. Khalifeh captured hearts 
not only with his music, but also 
with his charm and bold remarks. 

He encouraged his audience to 
“feel free to say whatever you 
want to the Arab governments, 
since we are being broadcast live 
tonight” 

“Let us send a message of soli- 
darity to all the prisoners in 
enemy and Arab prisons,” he 
said. 

The young female artist 
Ummayma AI-Khalil used her 
voice to add a special emotional 
touch to this exceptional musical 
gathering. Her solo, “A bird look- 
ing from the window," made the 
audience sit still and allowed the 
song to sweep through their souls. 

"Everything is perfect about 
this night," said a woman in the 
audience. 

'The music, the words — Mar- 
cel is the signer," she concluded. 
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Crown Prince Hassan warns 

that ‘latent energies’ could be released 

if moderation in peace process fails 


AMMAN (J.T.) — President 
of the Jordanian Institute of 
Diplomacy Kamel Abu 
Jaber addressed Wednesday 
tlx: Wilton Park Conference 
on Peace and Stability in the 
Middle East on behalf of His 
Royal Higlmess Grown 
Prince Hassan. the institute 
said in a press release 
Wednesday. 

Professor Ahu Jaber said 
the conference's ilicme is a 
reminder dial tlx* peace 
process must not he allowed 
to fail, and tliai in elmosing 
in address tlx* humanitarian 
dimension of peace, tlx: eon- 
fereiK'e was sliming Prince 
Hussan's approach to the 
same issue. 

Dr. Abu Juher said that rec- 
onciliation must siun at 
home and should ‘com- 
mence within tire self, bring- 
ing a gradual change of alti- 
tude from that of trauma and 
fear 10 that of acceptance of 
oilicrs and their differences." 

At tlx* same time, lie 
reminded tiic audience of 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 
tireless efforts in achieving 
peace and lint Jordan’s par- 
ticipation in tlie peace 
process emanates from an 
awareness ihai peace should 
he pursued with an eye on 
tlx* future, rather Haul focus- 
ing on past injustices. 

Dr. Abu Jutx*r emplmsised 
tint security is not limited to 
preparedness, but is also 
found “in tint rationally 
ordered condition when? 
neighbours bcliave ill a 
neighbourly manner with 


tliose around on tut equal 
footing" 

Tlx* peace process, to he 
sure, cannot see fniition 
will tout solving ihe ques- 
tions of Jerusalem, Lite settle- 
ments, and ihe Palestinian 
refugees, among others. 

Dr. Abu Jaber quoted 
Prince Hassan at the Confer- 
ence on the Security Dilem- 
ma in the Era of Arah-Isracli 
Peace-Making, lx*ld by the 
Washington Institute for 
Near Eist Policy in Septem- 
ber im 

_ 1 think it is abundantly 
clear that tlx* search lor 
security in tlx* Middle East 
will futile if we do not 
h»ais sullTciemly on tlx* 
socio-economic areas of 
soft-security.” Prince Hassan 
said tlx*n. 

~ln fact, as we make 
progress along the path of 
peaee, our ability to meet tlx* 
military security challenges 
will become increasingly 
dependent on dealing effec- 
tively with those non-mili- 
tary components of securi- 
ty" 

Peace, and tlx* idea of 
peace. Dr. Ahu Jatvr pointed 
out, is a novelty in ihe 
region. People are neither 
used, nor attuned to it. 

Tliis is a ennsequoiKC of 
factors such as tlx* military 
imbalance, tlx* traumatised 
adversaries — both Arabs 
and Jews — and tlx* need to 
develop tlx* region in an 
equitable way " that will 
lessen income disparities. 

Seven years following tlx: 


start of (lie Madrid Process, 
tlie regional situation is 
grim, he said. The silent 
stockpiling of arms in the 
region is a result of stalled 
peace negotiations, and is 
accompanied by two addi- 
tional developments tliai 
may also have serious con- 
sequences: the increasingly 
diminisited American role as 
a result of Israel's incessant 
efforts in that direction, and 
Ux* Jewish state's current 
efforts to subject the rede- 
ployment of Israeli lbrees to 
a public referendum. 

Professor Abu Jaber con- 
cluded by expressing skepti- 
cism about tlx; situation, 
saying tliai "looking beyond 
ilx seemingly quid Arab 
World, and listening to tlx* 
silence, may tell a different 
srory titan wliat seems 
apparent. 

“Latent energies may 
quickly be released with ter- 
rific forex* slxxild modera- 
tion prove a failure." 

The Biblical dimension 
emphasised by tlie Likud 
and its right-wing coalition 
pamiers, may yet escalate 
tlie conflict io the point of 
religious confrontation. Tim 
is why ItonouraWc and equi- 
table peace, based on inter- 
national law and U.N. reso- 
lutions, is the only viable 
alternative. 

Tlie eonfereix-e was held 
at Wilton Park, U.K., from 
July 27-30. 



Hourani to discuss regional power grid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of Eixrgy and Mineral Resources Mohammad SaJeh Hounuri is hi Tunis 
to participate in ihe ministerial meetings of ihe Arab Atomic Energy Commission due io open toJay. 
Dr. Hourani is expected to meet Egyptum coumerpun Mohammad Abazah to discuss the Egyptian- 
Junluiian project to link the two countries’ national power grids, a projecL now nearing completion. 
They will also discuss the arragements for the inaugural celebrations scheduled for October, The link- 
Mgeis expected to save the rwo countries at Jeasi S5 million a year. The project will eventually Jink the 
grids of Syria, Iraq, and Turkey. The Ecyplian-Jordanian project w as to have been inaugurated last 
December, but due to the collapse of a massive coral reef, the connecting cable ninning through the 
Red Sea was broken in February. The linkage between Syria and Iraq will become operational in the 
year 2000, while Iraq and Turkey are expected to be linked in the year 2002. 

Jordan, Algeria conclude agreement 

ALGIERS (Petra.) — Jordan and Algeria concluded an agreement on oxiperatiun in pharmaceutical 
production, medical services, and the exchange of medical expertise, according to a statement follow- 
ing Minister of' Health and Medical Care Ashraf Kurdi's visit to Algeria. According to the statement, 
the two sides called for further integration of ih? Jordanian- Algerian pharmutx'utie-ji industry through 
joint projects and increased investment by the private and public sectors. The Algerian side renewed 
an offer to provide Jordan's pharmaceutical companies with ntw materials for the manulacturc of 
antibiotics, and called fur the exchange of expertise and cooperation in control over the production, 
registration and distribution of pharmaceutical goods. Algerian officials requested an increase in the 
number ol' air flights between the two countries to assist the transfer of patients* files from Algeria to 
Jordan. 


Gammo encourages investment in transport sector 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Overland and maritime ironspxt representatives in JonJan agreed Thursday to set 
up an overland transport port terminal in Amman to help organise transport operations. During a meet- 
ing of transport representatives. Minister of Transport and Telecommunications Sami Gammo called 
on private sector companies and thrancial intuitions to participate in this viuil project. which will cost 
JD10 million. Tlie proposal calls for the creation uf storage facilities, parking for intcks and accom- ' 
nuxlation services fur truck drivers as well as mainleremce facilities for vehido. According to a state- 
ment, participants decided to create a committee of land :uid maritime transport representatives, truck 
owners uniens, clearance companies, ;uxl representatives of the ministries ofintericrand customs. Par- 
ticipants recommended that a special mechanism be inlnduced lo tlx- mariiime transp in sector i- i reg- 
ister vessels to sail under the Jordanian flag. According to the statement. of Jordan's 23 vessels, eiglu 
sin l tinder the flag. 


First ‘forum meeting’ 
of governorate NGOs concludes 


By Suha Mu'uych 

Sptrcutl m rhcJnrtuhin Times 

AMMAN — ’ihe first forum 
meeting of non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) held in 
the Irbki governorate ended 
Tuesday, stressing the NGOs* 
necessary roles in social and 
economic and sustainable 
development. 

Die meeting also emphasised 
the need for greater coordina- 
tion and exchange of opinions 
among these NGOs and lire 
puhlic sector on ihe national, 
regional and international lev- 
els. 

The meeting was organised 
b> the JonJanian-Iiuropean 
Information. Training and 
Technological Suppm fnr 
NGOs (JUT) project, in coop- 
eration with Queen Alia Fund 
for Social Development 
(Q/\f : J- die General C/nion of 
Voluntary Societies (GUVS) 
and the Directorate of Social 
Development at the Minisiiy of 
Social IX’velopmcnt. It is the 
first in a series to he lield in all 
gove morales. 

Michael Porksen. president 
of F.urut'om. a Ciemian NGO 
charity organisation founded in 
iwy. said llK' idea of tlie go\- 
emoraie- level meeting was to 


bring together NGOs. public 
administrator 1 * and small and 
mcdium-si/cd enterprises at 
governorate level. "All the 
social problems of the gover- 
norates will not he solved if 
economic development Jat this 
level ( is not pursued." he said. 

"NGOs could play a major 
pan in this particular develop- 
mental sector, hut this only 
happens when communication 
among different sociois exists." 
he said 

lie proposed a quarterly 
round table between leading 
NGOs. puhlic administrators 
representatives and enterprises 
and which are interested in 
development, where private 
partnership can create a strate- 
gy to solve regional economic 
problems. 

Participants representing 
nearly 50 NGOs in Irbki said 
NGOs working with the dis- 
abled. for example, usually 
lack moral and financial sup- 
port. 

I3hum Zu'mol. counselling 
unit manager of Jim* project, 
said that other recommenda- 
tions were made during the 
meeting on how to train cadres 
on starting income generating 
projects. 

She said pariicipsinis suggest- 


ed a nuinhcr of sustainable pro- 
jects for NGOs in the Irbid 
governorate can be proposed 
through JI-riT. which will 
select the project most suitable 
to the loeal community to 
ensure the sustainability o=f the 
project." 

Ms. Zu'mot added tliar par- 
ticipants requested that GUVS 
gove morale offices be given 
more privileges to facilitate tlie 
role of NGOs in different areas 
of die Kingdom, and stressed 
that NGO representatives can 
contact tlx* QAF counselling 
unit with problems. Services 
are free. 

Jim'. in cooperation with 
QAK also launched a five-day 
training course on "NGOs and 
linvironmenf* in Queen ?!ein 
Al Sharaf Complex. 

“We were trying to discuss 
the role of NGOs in Jordan and 
their contribution in environ- 
mental issues.” said Zaid 
Alawnch. awareness coordina- 
tor of the water project at the 
Jordanian Environment Soci- 
ety. 

"'i'hese projects will he con- 
sidered by EuroOnm. its their 
representatives are aware of the 
priorities of the dnnois and tlie 
country.” .idded Mr. Alau neh. 


What’s Going On 


Jerash Festival 

- Egyptian play "The Good and the Evil" at the 
South Theatre at 8:30 p.m. 

• City Ballet of London "Sleeping Beauty" at 
the North Theatre at 8:30 p.m. 

• Iraqi play "The Mantle" at Artimes Theatre 
at 8:30 p.m. 

• Jad in Grandma Talese / Lebanon at the South 
and Light Theatre at 8:30 p.m. 

• Musical performance by students from the 
American School at Garasia Theatre at 8:00 p.m. 
and 9:00 p.m. 

• Performances by the Jordan Armed Forces 
Orchestra (6:30 p.m j, Rozana Group of Jordan 
(7:00 p.m.), Izmir Folklore of Turkey (8:00 p.m.), 
Datina Group of Romania (9:00 p.m.), Sakumoh 
Group of Zimbabwe (10:00 p.m.), and U.K. Five- 
Star Circus ( ! 1:00 p.m.). 

Exhibitions 

• "Exhibition of Arab Sculptors" at the garden 
of the Weibdeh Muntazah, Jabal Weibdeh, until 
Aug. 8. 

• ~ "The Small Sculptors Exhibition” at Baladna 
Art Gallery. Gardens Street (Tel. 5537598), until 
Aug. 8. 

• ~ Display of products at Jordan Design Trade 
Centre of Noor Al Hussein Foundation, off Wadi 
Saqra (Tel. 5699 141/2), until August 6. 

•. "Contemporary Arab Artists Exhibition — 
New Collection** at Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh 
(Tel. 4643251). 


Publishing industry faces uphill battle 
as amendments to draft press move to plenary 


Ry Dima Harridan 

Special io the JonJan limes 

AMMAN — What could happen to ;x 
Jordanian studying abroad wlto brings 
his texi books into tlie country “illegai- 
lyT He could be fined up ro JD1.000. 
Or, wliar about a person who is caught 
our importing un "illegal" book to add 
to Ills personal library? Tliar book 
could be confiscated. 

i . It all sounds a hii midacv;tl and higlt- 
. ly improbable in tlx* age of information 
. tcclmology, but, should tlx* govern- 
ment's draft press and publications law 
he approved wUltoiu funlx’r adjusi- 
mcnl io hs present phrasing, tlx* alow- 
mem i oned might not he so" improbable 
afterall. 

Faihi Al Bis, president ofilx* Jordan- 
ian Publislx*rs Union (JPU), lias 
expressed dismay tliai recent, amend- 
mems to ihe draft ftx*uscd only on 
journalists, peri odi ails and finandal 
penalties, wliilc other vital factors per- 
taining io free speech and tree expres- 
sion of ideas — such as tlx* work of 
publisln'ng houses — were not dealt 
; with. 

' Jn a recenl memorandum :tdda*sscd 
■ - • JJ Senate and ihe Lower House of 
v- -TJrtiamciti, flic JPU hlglighicd several 


ambiguous clauses :utd drew attention 
to tlx* severe coasi'queixes tins law 
would Iiuve not only on tlx* pubiisliing 
indtistiy itself, hut on the most basic 
and mundane acih>tis of tlx* JonLuiian 
puhlic; from purcliifsing btxtks to prim- 
ing wedding inviiaiii'ri cards. 

Tlx* mcmor.mdum tackled lour main 
aspects of tlx* draft concerning distrib- 
ution agencies and publishing houses: 
tlie registration of iliese establisli- 
ments. imported publicaiions. locally 
printed publications and pmltibitions 
penaining tlx* contents of all primed 
and reprinied materials. 

Tlx* JPU — to which “X pubiisliing 
houses hefting — argues tlrni tlx* 
draft's R'qiiiirmcnts art* too arduous to 
be practically implemeraed. nor are 
they economically feasible. 

According id Article 36. iwo copies 
of any publication entering ihe King- 
dom must be submitted to il\* director 
for approval before distribution nr side. 

Tlx* definition «if “pun! ie:U ions" in 
tlx* draft is so ambiguous tluti it could 
potential l> rater to 'virtually anything 
from fliers and pantphlets to muiii-vol- 
ume eix*yc!t)paedia.N- T1 k droll also 
dtx*s not obligate tlx* diractor to inr-orm 
tlie publisIxT within a wrtain poriixJ of 
his decision, nor Jix’s it specily 


w lk*tlx*r or not tlx* director is obliged to 
remni rlx* reviewed material to the 
publisher 

‘The government has 
to decide what it 
really wants: 
either an open and 
democratic society, or 
a closed one’ 


The memorandum argues that, 
assuming that Jordanian distributors 
impen an average of 3.tXX) titles pv*r 
v ear. at art average cost of J D5 [X*r title. 
publisIXTs would bear an average * os! 
of JD30JXK I per year for books Uk*> 
may not he able to sell- Tlx*se liguras 
do not take iiUii consideration multi- 
volume publications which could push 
tins cost up to JD 5 ojvxi. 

In tlx* past, according to verixil 
agrivmenis struck with ilx* PPD. puh- 


lislXTs submitted a list of imported 
titles to tlx* PPD director, who would 
choose a number of them for monitor- 
ing if they an? fearad to he politically 
eoiarovctsial. The PPD diractor would 
normally commit to a specified period 
of lime to inform tlx* publisIXTs of Itis 
decision. 

Tlx* JPU in its memorandum sug- 
gested amending Article 36 according- 
ly, and limiting the decision-making 
period to 14 days. However, tliis coif 
dilion was not gnuued in tlx* amend- 
ments approvixfhy tlx* National Guid- 
ance Committee last week. 

Livally-pri tiled mtuerials ara* also 
subject to a similar pnxvdua*. Two 
copies of cadi nuuntscript must be sub- 
mitted to tlx* director for approval, and 
a decision should be made within oix* 
niontlL 

Members of tlx* JPU ara estimtued to 
pnxluce 2.2(H) titles every year. "Sev- 
enty percem of our pnxiiieilo/i ara text 
blanks for universities and schools." 
s;iys Mr. Al Bis, 

“Tcm books mast not be* subject to 
censorship." 

Again, tlx* draft’s wide definition of 
■■publicaiions*’ could moan that pub- 
!islx*rs will lx? obliged to submit even 
wedding-invitations for tlx* director's 


approval. 

Tlx* entire mutter will depL*nd on tlx* 
caliba* of tlx* director." siud Mr. Al Bis. 
"If lx* disregards tlx* procedures, lx*’s 
doing you aTavour, if ix* insists on fol- 
lowing the pnx'edure, tlx*n he's merely 
applying tlx* law." 

Tlx* criteria upon which tlx* director 
buses itis decision are embedded in 
Article 42, a list of 14 vagtx* proltib- 
tions by which, says Mr. Al Bis. the 
PPD director would tx* allowed to arbi- 
trarily kin a publication, while arguing 
tliat ix* acted in accordance with tlie 
law. 

"Tliis is a face-saving tactic" savs 
Mr. Al Bis. 

These ra*gul:uions are open to broad 
interpa*taiion, according to tlx* direc- 
tor's personal beliefs ;uid siandards," 
he said "And in most eases, tlx* direc- 
tor might he compelled io proliibii 
publications because lx* dtx‘sn ‘1 want 
to risk itllowing someiiiing dial Olliers 
wouldn't, nor would lx* risk losing his 
job." 

Tlx* Scientific Roots of Philosophy" 
hv Adel Dlialx*r is one example of at 
least 20 hooks confiscated in ilx* past 
two months, uiilxiugh they "era pn?vi- 
oilsIv allowed in the Kingdom. Sud- 
denly it was decided tkit tlx* book was 


against religion aixi, ifX'tvlbm. banix'd. 
Tlie 1003 press and Publications Law 
forbids tlx* circulation or publication of 
any material thai oft'ends any ra'ligion 
protected by the Constitution. 

Although this law is imposed on all 
primed material, iix-luding specialised 
publications such as medical texts or 
texts on scientific raseaich the draft 
Joes not stipuliue any qualificaiions or 
skills for tlx* PPD employees wlx) will 
monitor publications. 

Tlx* JPU now seriously fears riiai rhe 
majority of publishers will he com- 
pelled to sliift tlx*ir businesses to 
tx’ighbouring cotmirics in order to 
avoid tlx* grave losses, thus hindering 
invesmiciH in tlx* publishing industry 
wlx*n Jordan txvds to develop tliis sec- 
tor. 

"Tlx* government lias to decide what 
it really wants, cither an open and 
democratic swieiy, or a closed oner- 
said Mr. Al Bis. 

"Tlx* most dangerous tiling about this 
'law is tliai it tnuisforms Jordan into a 
closed society and tlx* only key is in 
tlx* hands of ihe diracior [of Ux* PPDj 
w'lm trutkes decisions for Jordanians 
ragtuding wkit tlx*y should read or 
write, and when they ara allowed to 
obtain infomtuion.” 



1 Ik 


4 World News 

India-Pakistan talks fail, 
tens killed in border killings 


COLOMBO (API — Talks 
between India and Pakistan 
to revive negotiations on 
long-standing disputes 
broke down Friday, with 
Pakistan saying it found no 
basis for resuming the dia- 
logue and India accusing its 
neighbour of interfering in 
its domestic affairs. 

In Kashmir, the main dis- 
pute India and Pakistan 
were trying to solve, sol- 
diers exchanged mortar and 
artillery fire across the fron- 
tier. killing 52 people and 
injuring more than 1 00 oth- 
ers. mostly civilians. "While 
border clashes are common, 
the exchanges of the last 
four days were heavier than 
usual. 

Pakistani spokesman 
Tariq Altaf accused India of 
taking a ‘'rigid and inflexi- 
ble position" on Kashmir, 
over which two wars have 
been fought since India and 
Pakistan became indepen- 
dent 50 years ago. 

Mr. Altaf said “it has not 
been possible to reach an 
agreement." alter officials 
met briefly in the morning 
for the second time this 
week in Colombo. “No 
basis exists for resumption 


of dialogue.” Mr. Altaf said. 

However. Mr. Altaf said 
Pakistan will remain ready 
to hold "urgent, meaningful 
and result-oriented dia- 

logue" to resolve the dis- 
putes. 

India’s senior diplomat. 
Foreign Secretary K. 

Raghunath. said Pakistan's 
"obsessive" focus on 

Kashmir while ignoring 
other disputes “is as neurot- 
ic for individuals as for 
nations.” 

Pakistan suggested a list 
of measures India should 
take to build confidence, 
such as releasing prisoners 
and giving United Nations 
monitors a greater role. But 
Mr. Raghunath dismissed 
the proposals as meddling 
in India's business. “They 
don't constitute a realistic 
basis for conducting negoti- 
ations ” he said. 

The failure of the talks 
dampened hopes raised by 
the firsr meeting between 
the Pakistani and Indian 
prime ministers since each 
country detonated nuclear 
devices in May. which had 
raised regional tensions to 
new heights. 

After their meetine 


Wednesday. India's Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee and 
Pakistan's Nawaz Sharif 
ordered their foreign min- 
istries to find ways to 
revived stalled discussions 
on disputes ranging from 
Kashmir to demarcating the 
boundary of a lake. 

The Vhjpayee-Sharif 
encounter carried extra 
symbolism because it was 
their first face-to-face dis- 
cussions since Mr. 
Vajpayee's Hindu national- 
ist government took office 
in March. 

“The outcome so far is 
zero.” Mr. Sharif was quot- 
ed Friday as saying after he 
returned from a retreat with 
all the leaders Thursday. 

In an interview published 
in The Island newspaper. 
Mr. Sharif accused India of 
dragging its feet on 
Kashmir, which he said was 
the core issue between the 
neighbouring nations. “Let 
us resolve the issues of 
Kashmir in a serious and 
substantive manner so that 
we would be able to make 
progress." he was quoted as 
saying. 

In the past. New- Delhi has 
said it is willing to discuss 


Kashmir only in the context 
of broader talks between the 
two nations. It also has 
rejected mediation by a 
third country, which 
Pakistan favours. 

Kashmir, a Muslim- 
majority area- was ruled by 
a Hindu king who opted to 
join India when colonial 
Britain carved out both 
nations in 1947. It is now- 
divided between the two 
countries. 

Pakistan wants Kashmiris 
of both sides of the border 
to be allowed to vote on 
which country they want to 
join. India opposes the 
plebiscite. outlined in 
United Nations resolutions 
of the 1940s. 

Friday's talks were stalled 
because India insisted it 
would not give top priority 
to discussing Kashmir and 
the nuclearisation of South 
Asia. Mr. Altaf said. India 
has insisted it will discuss 
these issues only in the 
overall conie.xt of bilateral 
relations. 

New Delhi wants to link 
discussion on Kashmir to 
what it says is continued 
Pakistani support to guerril- 
las fighting Indian soldiers. 


Britain bans use of 
anti-personnel landmines 


LONDON (Rl — Britain 
Friday imposed a total ban 
on the use of anti-persorutel 
mines by its forces in a trib- 
ute to the landmines cam- 
paign launched by Princess 
Diana in the months before 
her death. 

Defence Secretary George 
Robertson, fulsome in 
praise of Diana's legacy, 
said he was acting to “wipe 
away" an exemption that 
allowed use of mines in 
exceptional circumstances. 

The symbolic move by 
Britain was aimed at 
encouraging other states to 
support the so-called 
Ottawa Process, a Canadian 
initiative for nations that 
want to ban the production, 
stockpiling, export and use 
of mines. 

“What we now have to 
concentrate on is getting 
those countries who have 
not yet signed up to the 
Ottawa Treaty." Mr. 
Robertson told BBC Radio. 


He said Britain also hoped 
its decision would put pres- 
sure countries that arc still 
manufacturing and using 
landmines. 

“The most professional 
army in the world now has 
said this is not a system that 
is morally correct or militar- 
ily useful." Mr. Robertson 
said. 

Britain used a small num- 
ber of anti-personnel mines 
in its 1982 Falkland* cam- 
paign to liberate the South 
Atlantic islands front an 
Argentine invasion force. 

The Labour government 
has already committed itself 
to destroying its stocks well 
ahead of time limits set 
under the Ottawa Process. 

Princess Diana, killed in a 
Paris car crash last August, 
gave the ami-landmines 
campaign a major boost 
with high-profile visits to 
Angola and Bosnia. 
Pictures of her comforting 
victims were carried around 


the world. 

Landmines are blamed for 
killing 25.000 people a year 
and maiming many more — 
mostly women and children. 

Mr. Robertson said the 
ban was a fitting tribute to 
mark the first anniversary of 
Diana's death. 

“Princess Diana had a 
huge impact on public opin- 
i.in — not just in this coun- 
try but internationally.'* Mr. 
Kobcnson told Sky 
Television. 

He said the princess had 
taken “a subject that most 
people were concerned 
.About and turned it into an 
international tide of opinion 
that has convinced a huge 
number of countries that 
this form of warfare is out- 
moded. disgraceful and has 
to be outlawed completely." 

"As we approach the first 
anniversary of her death. I 
think it is a fitting legacy 
that we should by That time 
have the 40 countries 


Taiwan city councillor 
murdered by China kidnappers 


BEIJING i AFP i ■— A 
Taiwan cirv councillor has 
been murdered after being 
kidnapped in connection 
with a business dispute dur- 
ing a visit to northeastern 
China's Liaoning prov ince. 
local officials said Friday. 

Lin Ti-Chuan. a council- 
lor from Kaohsiung city, 
was found dead at 5:00 
a.m. 1 1900 GMT 
Thursday \ in Haicheng 
Central Hospital, the direc- 
tor of the Taiwan jUTairs 
office in Haicheng cits. 
Luo Xiaogang. fold AFP. 

It was unclear how Lin. 
who was abducted at knife- 
point together with her 
boyfriend earlier in the 
week, got to the hospital, 
he said. Hospital staff 
members contacted by tele- 
phone refused to reveal the 
cause of death. 

The official identified the 
police's chief suspect in the 
kidnapping as a local busi- 
ness partner of the Taiwan 
politician. Li Guangzhi. 

Mr. Li. head of Haicheng 
Huamei Industrial Co. 
Ltd.'s representative office 
in Dalian city, made a 
booking for the Taiwan 
couple at a Dalian hotel and 
together with accomplices 
allegedly abducted the cou- 
ple at I i:00 p.m. Monday. 

Lin and her boyfriend 
owed the mainland firm, a 
magnesium exporter. 
$710,000. Mr Luo said. 

| although family members 
have told television in 



Lin Ti-Chnan 

Taiwan that the debt 
belonged in the boyfriend. 
Wei Tcin-Kang. alone. 

The provincial public 
security department was 
hunting down the suspects 
and investigating the 
details of the case. " 

Police authorities were 
not available for cum mem 
The boyfriend escaped 
the kidnappers unharmed 
Wednesday. but 1 in 
remained held with her 
abductors demanding 
$200,000 in ransom'. 

Taiw.tn officials said. 

Another Kaobsiung 
councillor. Huang Chao- 
Hsing- who viid hi' had 
kept in close touch with 


Mr Wet 
since the 
latter 
regained 
his free- 
dom. told 
reporters in 
Taiwan 
Friday die 
boyfriend 
identified 
Lin's bod;.. 

She died 
after the 
kidnapper- 
gave her 
injections, 
Mr. Huang 
said 
Eleven 
members 
of Lin’s 

family and 

four mem- 
bers of the 
opposition 

Democratic Progressive 
Party iDPPi with which 
she was affiliated were due 
to arrive in Dalian on a 
{light from Hong Knng. 
according to relev ision 
reports in Taiwan. 

Family member', have 
demanded th.it Lin's bod-, 
no: he cremated before 
their oreival, 

Mr. Luo said a “large 
number" of mainland offi- 
cials would greet them at 
the airport u» express their 
condolences. 

A total of 1X4 case-, 
involving threats u> 
Taiwanese businessmen in 
China have been reported 


since January 1991. un-J 
there is a long history of • 
business dispute-related 
kidnappings of overseas • 
Chinese on the mainland. 

The DPP is regukirly . 
denounced by China for its • 
overt ad v i \\icy of indepen- 
dence for Taiwan, which 
Beijing regards as a break- 
away province. 

The party called on China 
to pro* ide better protection 
to Taiwan residents at a ■ 
press conference Friday. 

‘AYc feel sad and angry." '• 
DPP chairman Hsu Hsin- • 
Liang ?r>ld reporters, react- 
ing to Lin's death. 

"YY? demanded that the 
Chitle -e government do . 
everything it can to appre- > 
hend the murderers and ; 
brtng them to tnai," he 
added. ! 

Taiwan's quasi -official 
negotiating body. the 
Straits Exchange ■ 

Foundation i SEF». said it 

sent a letter Thursday to . 
AsSiviotion for Relations 
Across the Taiwan Strait* 
lARATS'. its mainland 
counterpart, to ask for ■' 
assistance in rescuing Lin. * 

In the absence of official - 
relations between the rival 
Beijing and Taipei regime*. 
SEF and A RATS handle all 
contacts between the two 
sides. 

Indirect trade, investment 
and other unofficial 
exchanges resumed during 
the l9Sf»s. however 


required ratifying the treaty 
to bring it into force." Mr. 
Robertson said. 

“She had a big impact on 
an international campaign 
that has been for the good of 
the world." he added. 

The campaign ha* now 
been taken up by Queen 
Noor who called landmines 
“the cruellest, most severe 
form of warfare.” Britain 
has now destroyed about 
half of its stock of 500.000 
landmines. 

The convention has so fur 
been signed by 126 states 
bur not by the United States. 
China and Russia. It will 
come into force once it has 
been ratified by 40 coun- 
tries. 

Washington has refused to 
sign until it develops an 
alternative to unti -personnel 
mines. It ha* kept more than 
one million of them in the 
demilitarised zone between 
North and South Korea. 
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Rescue divers land al an aerodrome near the Breton town of Quiheron, following a search at sea for surv ivors, after 
two light aircraft collided in mid air. Six people were killed and nine more are missing in the accident which occured _ v 
some 10 kilometres off the French port of Quiberon l Reuters photo) 

Rescuers resume search 
for dead in French air crash 


RENNES IR) — French 
rescue crews resumed their 
search at dawn Friday lor 
the victims of a mid-air col- 
lision as investigators 
probed how the two ‘.mull 
planes could have crashed 
off «hc Atlantic coast killing 
1 5 people. 

Eight bodies were -iill 
missing after the two 
planes, flying over the 
ocean liner Norway 
anchored in Quiberon Bay 
off ihe wesiern const. 


crashed late Thursday after- 
noon. 

Seven recovered bodies 
were in a temporary morgue 
at Quiberon One of the 
planes, a Beechcruft of the 
Pmteus airline, was Hying 
from Ihe southern city of 
Lyon in Loricni in the vvesl 
with 1 2 passengers and two 
crew members. 

The second plane, a sin- 
gle-engined Cessna belong- 
ing lo a local Dying club, 
had only one person aboard. 


Fabien Beaumont, a pho- 
tographer for a local news- 
paper. said the plane he was 
Hying in while taking pic- 
tures of the Norway had just 
turned to go home when a 
crash warning came over 
the plane's radio. 

"Right ahead of us. we 
saw a plane falling. It was a 
Bcechcrafl (hat had just hit 
a Cessna." he told LCI tele- 
vision. 

French radio and televi- 
sion said the Bccchcrafr had 


changed its normal route to 
fly over the cruiser. 

“If he changed his route, 
he must have had a good 
reason to do so." said 
Franklin Devaux. chief of 
the Proteus airline, who said 
the pilot was an experienced 
flyer with 3.RO0 flight hours 
to his name. 

Transport Minister Jean- 
Claude Guyssoi rushed to 
the scene to review the res- 
cue operation and express 
his condolences. 


S. Africa’s doctor death 
testifies in truth probe 


. CAPETOWN t R > — South 

• Africa's “Doctor Death", 
former chemical warfare 

| chief and the reluctant last 
witness before Archbishop 
, Desmond Tutu's irutlt com- 
, mission, gjve grudging tes- 
timony Friday about his 
w ork under white rule. 

• After two days o I legal 
; efforts to avoid having i«> 

testily, former defence 
force Brigadier Winner 
Bassnji mid ihe statutory 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission tTRC'i he 
liaised with chemical war- 
fare experts in countries 
including the former Soviet 
Union in the piy.us, 

Mr. Basson. dubbed 
“Doctor Death” by the 
South -Uric an media, 
denied that his research sta- 
tion ever e\pli red chemical 
methods to selectively .ter- 
disc blacks, an allegation 
made in earlier testimony 
by former colleagues 

The 4N-y car-old Bass. in. 

who joined rhe apartheid 
era defence force in *i‘- 
a lieutenant ami leapt 
through the rank* to 
become a brigadier in l‘iss;. 
said he was pus In tie .«< open 
doors when he tinned die 
world in the early I'YVk. 
gathering inloniialirwi for 
his deadly work. 

"1 had access to very 
senior people ai that tunc." 
he told the panel headed by 
Nobel laureate Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu. 

“In America. Furopc and 
Britain there w;r, a serv 
great concern at (he chemi- 
cal warfare capabilities of 
the E;M bloc." Mr Masson, 
surrounded by a *cnm; •'! 
lawyers paid Ft by the 
South Yfric.m National 
Deicnee Force, said 
"At rhat staee in Sonili 


Africa \Ve hail information, 
on the chemical warfare 
capabilities of Russians. 
Cubans and East Germans 
in neighbouring states. I 
was asked to share the 
iulorination we collected." 
he added. 

Mr. Basson testified 
reluctantly and avoided 
detailed answers to most of 
the questions pm to him. 
The panel will have no 
authority in continue 
grilling him beyond mid- 
night. ' 

Mr. ruin's panel would 
officially end its probe into 
the human rights record of 
the war ovei apartheid at 
nmlmghl Friday, fins will 
end the I RC hioad investi- 
gation hi the activities ot 
the mi-up vvlutc minority 
,atd ol rhe black liberation 
Jo; ces 

Bin an autonomous 
amnesty com mi i fee set up 
uni lei die auspices of the 
same Promotion oj 
National Unity and 
Rccmik illation Act of 1\*»5 
will continue to weigh, 
otten nt public session, 
appeals lot pardon or for 
mmuuuty Itmu prosecu- 
tion 

1 bet rite past two mouths 
ihe panel lias heard evi- 
dence th.o Mr Basson was 
the lyikhpm nf a pro- 
gramme ill. if developed 
undetectable poison-. r« ■ 
js-asMiiak* jvople. plotted 
to make blacks infertile anil 
in.mid.iv tiued vast quanti 
lies ot illegal drugs. 

Ylr. Ha-. son. who luces 
criminal tnai next month on 
Juice*. ranging from t»ii- 
spir.i, y i>> murder, to nuk- 
in'' ami possessing a tonne 
e.kli "I m.imlr.i\ and ecsta- 
sy as well as Irattd. flatly 
denied knowledge ol the 


infertility programme. 

His legal team, led by 
advocate Jaap Cilliers. 
reserved the right Friday to 
ask for proceedings to go 
behind closed doors if at 
any time they risked preju- 
dicing his trial. 

“I "deny there was any 
project at Koodepluni 
Research Laboratorics-iniii- 
aied by the defence force to 
control human fertility." 
Mr. Basson said, 

Roodeplaat Research 
Laboratories iRRLi. near 
Pretoria, was one of a siring 
of from companies .secretly 
set up by the defence force 
to develop a chemical war- 
fare capability. 

A scientist who worked 
on the project testified last 
mouth that there was an 
older to set up the infertili- 
ty project. 

"There wj\ no such 
instruction am) no such pro- 
tect as registered at RRL” 
Mr Basson countered 
Friday. 

"ll tile scientists hud 
results on certain .scientific 
projects they would repon 
lo me." he said, adding that 
he would then report to his 
superiors including the sur- 
geon general, the heat! **f 
the army ami the head of 
intelligence. 

Niel Kuithcl. surgeon 
general Imin ffiSX in 
told ihe panel Iasi month he 
had no derailed knowledge 
of the work ai RRL and ns 
sister plant Della (] 
Scientific, and that Mr. 
Hasson kept his hriefitivs n, 
generalities. 

Bv contrast, Mr. [Won 
sail I Friday that during his 
often lengthy absences, sei- 
emisis at the two front com- ! 
parties would report direct- ; 
ly lo the surgeon general. 


Dog dies rescuing swimmers 


PARIS iR> - A 
Newfoundland terrier 
named Muni ha-, 
become a Trench 
nalton.il hero alter go- 
ing its life to save three 
tourists from drown in" 
m rough Mediterranean 
water-, nil the southern 
tip o! Corsica. 

Amid reports about 
the pleasure s «*i ummier 
sacaticn. Friday's press 


highlighted the story of 
the rescue dog 'ihat 
lowed a lifeguard’s surf- 
board to shore with the 
exhausted swimmers, 
iv.n Dutch and one 
British, hanging onto it 
lor hie. 

hist belore reaching 
•he beach at Propnano 
luesduy. crashing 
waves separated the 
gmnp Fnenicn called to 


the scene were able n> 
haul the tourists 
bul lire exhausted (]n U 
went under and 
drowned. 

Main’s owner Pascal 
Brock ly said the tourists 
were so exhausted fr«»in 
lighting the waves that 
they eould not even kick 
their feet to help bring 
the surfboard back to 
shore. 


Rwandan 
premier 
becomes 
president 
of main 
Hutu party 

KIGALI i AFP) — Rwandan r* 
Prime Minister Pierre - 
Celestin Rwigema has been 
appointed president of the 
country’s largest Hutu party 
l in what is being presented a 
j move away from a negative 
cycle of cihmc politics there. 

Mr Rwigema will head the 
! Demi H.-ratK. Republican 
j Movement iMDRi. the 
; MI .) k announced Friday. 

■ fhc MDR. together with the 
R w undaii Patriotric From 
1 iRPF). rules the nuunlv 
; Hutu -populated central 
i African nation in a coalition 
! government 

The move came as die pre- 
mjcr announced local elec- 
tion'. in ihe country to be 
lield before the end of the 
year. 

Mr. Ru igcina's appoint- 
ment is -een as u move away 
Uoni the ethnic Hutu politics 
»>l his predecessor in the post. 
Bonavenuire L'barijoro. 
Rw.imtm Foreign Minister 
\tutstase Gasan a. one, of the 
main figures in the MDR 
belore. Juring and after the 
ftiO-l genocide, has been 
appointed by the MDR to 
head a committee to reform 
The party. 

fhe MDR statement said 

Hv changes uere j 0 -Jeavc 

behind ihe ethnic ideology 
ihat lias oticn destroved the 
country , lnwV jq^'to help 
1,1 i1k ‘ *vv> 'n-.truaion of 
wintry, founded o 
timty and nuiiunyl reconciliu- 

,»\ov'.V h ‘‘ m ' h ftwvcr 
( IHHI.Tl' ideology of 
Hutu piwer" 

p/ov.n !IJK ’^ KW 001 °f 
^RMEHUTF. (the Party 

‘•r live Movement and 
‘-mancipation ,,f ffic Hutu 
c ' 'P c i njofc hardline 
Hmu party linked to anti- 
l ‘«M massacre j rom J959ro 

Fdn • .i OI,K?r chance.*, 
hi o? M 'mstcr Jcan- 
1^, has been 

ii K . \iruj 0u,IIVL ‘ SCl -' ret3r y of 
l; „, ' ,; K - * A hile parliamen- A 

IS 'TP finely Safari y 
1 * first v ice-president. 
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Pakistani opposition leader Benazir Bhutto with her unidentified attorney, talks to 
reporters at Karachi press club. Bhutto Friday filed a 90-million-rupee ($1.95-mij- 
1km) defamation suit against the government’s chief corruption investigator, court 
officials said (Reuters photo) 

Benazir Bhutto files defamation 
suit against corruption investigator 


KARACHI (AP) — Former 
Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto filed a million-rupee 
(Si) defamation suit against 
the government’s top cor- 
ruption investigator, saying 
lie was making it impossible 
for iter to get a fair trial in a 
slew cases she faces. 

In her court papers, Ms. 
Bhutto accused Saifur 
Rehman. Iiead of the 
Accountability 
Commission, of defaming 
her in comments to journal- 
ists. She sought 20 million 
rupees (about $350,000) for 


mental anguish and another 
70 million rupees (about 
$1.25 million) for damage 
to her reputation. 

“The atmosphere has been 
poisoned. In this atmos- 
phere no fair mal is possi- 
ble,” Ms. Bhurto told 
reporters as she left the 
provincial high court in 
Karachi. 

“The future of my politi- 
cal lire, my liberty, the 
future of my political party 
— everything is at stake." 

Aides to Mr. Rehman said 
he was nor immediately 


available for comment. 

After defeating Ms. 
Bhutto in 1997 elections. 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif established a sepa- 
rate anti-comiprion team to 
investigate allegations that 
Ms. Bhutto and her family 
siphoned off millions of 
dollars from the stare. 

Ms. Bhutto has since been 
indicted in several cases. 

Ms. Bhutto says Mr. 
Sharif’s accusations are 
groundless and his govern- 
ment is conducting a witch 
hunt. 


German language reform 
takes effect, critics still fighting 


BERLIN (AP) — The contro- 
versial German language 
reform officially takes effect 
Saturday. But despite a green 
light from Germany's highest 
court, uot everyone is rushing 
to nuke the switch. 

Critics complain die new 
rules,, intended to simplify' the 
way German is written, actu- 
ally make tilings more com- 
plicated and were still push- 
ing Friday for ar least a delay, 
if not complete abandonment 
of the eft'on. 

Opponents could still throw 
a wrench in die works if they 
win a state referendum on the 
relbrm in Schleswig-Holstein 
on Sepi. 27 — die same day 
as federal pari/amenfary elec- 
tions. 

Bui ii’s unclear exactly 
wkif iinpuci tlte referendum 
could luive, since Germany's 
highest coun already uplield 
on July 14 the right of the 
govcnmiera to implement die 
changes. 

Many sclwols in fact have 
already adopted die new 
rules, ’agreed to in 1996 by 
officials of Germaivspeaking 
countries. 

They make writing snappier 
by eliminating many comma 


rules. 

“The man who came to din- 
ner will no longer require a 
comma before die “who," for 
example. 

It also separates many 
strung-together compound 
words — “reraainsittuig" 
becomes “remain sitting" — 
and introduces more phoneti- 
cally German spellings for 
foreign words, like 
“Ketschup" for “Ketchup" 
and “Kornmimkee" for 
“Koram unique," or eonum- 
Mqu6. 

Wltile die Austrians and 
Swiss I nve generally accept- 
ed tliern, die new rules mer 
with hefty proiesr in Geumuiy 
from leading aulhora and 
many ordinaiy citizens who 
object to tampering with the 
language of Goalie and 
Schiller. 

Free Democrai chairman 
Wolfgang Gerhardt, whose 
party" is "pan of Cliancellor 
Helmut Kohl’s coalition gov- 
ernment, said Friday that lin- 
guists, writers and literary 
experts should be allowed to 
have a say on the new rules. 

Then d«y could take 
effect when they've been cor- 
rected enough so that they are 


generally accepted as a real 
improvement,’’ he said. 

Mirny newspapers and 
news agencies are waiting 
until after the referendum ro 
decide whar they will do. 

School textbooks have 
already teen reprinted to 
adopt the new way of writing, 
but many authors have 
demanded excerpts from their 
works that appear in the 
books remain as originally' 
written. 

Many government bureau- 
crats, who are also supposed 
to start writing the new way at 
work, are also balking. 
Official forms will have ro be 
revised and compmer pro- 
grammes rewritten. 

Half of die 16 suites say 
they won’t be ready by 
Saturday and arc putting oil' 
the switch. 

“How many wok liours, 
how much energy will he put 
into this' chaos?" Mr. 
Geritanii asked. 

In fact, the old way of writ- 
ing will still be considered 
acceptable until July 31, 
2005. And adults who haven’t 
learned the new rules can 
keep writing their letters how- 
ever they want. 


Obuchi defends minister who 
remarks on wartime sex-slaves 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
new Prime Minister Keizu 
Obuchi Friday defended his 
ucw cabinet member who said 
war-time sex slaves known as 
“comfort women” were not 
forcibly taken by the Imperial 
Army. 

Mr. Obuchi fielded ques- 
tions from reporters about the 
remarks by new Agricultural, 
Fisheries and Forestry 
Minister Shoiehi Nakagawa 
who told his first new’s confer- 
ence early Friday he was not 
sure whether comfort women 
were forced into prostitution 
by ihe Japanese Army in 
World War 11. 

"There is no problem since 
he had denied all what he had 


said,” Mr. Obuchi tdd an 
inaugural news conference. 

The 45-year-old Nakagawa 
said in his first news confer- 
ence: "I have doubts m my 
mind about including the issue 
of comfort women in text- 
books as historical facts.” 

The minister retracted his 
remarks a few hours after 
making them, admitting that 
some women were forced lo 
work as sex slaves. Mr. 
Nakagawa however did dm 
apologise fix- his statements.^ 
"There was forcible recruit- 
ment, which is the govern- 
ment’s stance and I abide by 
it," he later said, adding he 
also assured Mr. Obuchi he 
would stick to the official line. 


“I was told by him that he 
would obey the government’s 
position.” Mr. Obuchi said. 

Jiji Press and Kyodo News 
Agency said Mr. Nakagawa 
would withdraw from a histo- 
ry study group including 
young LDP lawmakers that 
demands deleting the descrip- 
tion of the comfort women 
issue from Japanese text- 
books. 

Historians say some 
200,000 young women, most- 
ly from Korea, hut also from 
China, the Philippines as well 
as Indonesia where some 
Dutch girls were press- 
ganged, were forced to work 
’m Japanese' anny brothels dur- 
ing Lhc war. 


Refugee agency steps up 
rescue efforts in Kosovo 


PRISTINA, Yugoslavia 
(AFP) — The U.N. 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) 
Friday Intensified its 
drive to help thousands 
of civilians who have 
fled the region around 
Malisevo, an Albanian 
rebel stronghold cap- 
tured by Serb forces 
Tuesday. 

For the first time since 
the start of a major Serb 
offensive in Kosovo, a 
UNHCR mission man- 
aged Thursday to make 
contact with a group of 
refugees in the wooded 
hills around Malisevo. 

They discovered a vil- 
lage-size group of 500 
displaced civilians, 
mamly women and chil- 
dren, living in forest 
hide-outs near the vil- 
lage of Cmovrano, west 
or Malisevo, for four 
days, UNHCR spokes- 


woman Maki Shinohara 
told AFP. 

Ms. Shinohara said 
the number of people 
displaced — put at 
100,000 Monday — 
“could have grown by 
more than 10,000." 

A series of military 
defeats inflicted by the 
Serbs on the Kosovo 
Liberation Army (KLA) 
has emptied entire vil- 
lages of their popula- 
tions. 

The KLA separatists 
are fighting for inde- 
pendence for the south- 
ern Serbian province, 
which has a 90-per cent 
ethnic- Albanian majori- 
ty- 

Malisevo, a rebel 
stronghold, fell Tuesday 
to the Serbs after KLA 
fighters evacuated it 
without a struggle, 
while fighting contin- 
ued on the outskirts of 


town. 

“The civilians we saw 
do not have water and 
have very little food,” 

said Ms. Shinohara. 

"Among them are at 
least five new-born 
babies. Their situation 
is very serious. They 
sleep under trees. We 
saw no armed men 
among them. They are 
very frightened,” she 
said. 

“We believe there 
must be many more in 
the forests,” she added. 
“We will try to send 
them an aid convoy 
with goods of prime 
necessity as quickly as 
possible.” 

In Geneva, the 
UNHCR said it would 
try to help the refugees, 
but "the problem is that 
there’s really no place 
to put them” said anoth- 
er spokesman, Kris 


Janowski. 

"They are not going to 
return to their burning 
villages the Yugoslav 
army now controls. 
They can’t escape to 
Albania," he said. 

"They're probably 
stuck where they are." 

He added that it would 
be hard to reach the 
refugees because they 
are dispersed all over 
the forests and the roads 
leading to them are 
probafriy full of explo- 
sive land mines. 

Since Thursday, the 
agency has been warn- 
ing of a “humanitarian 
disaster" in central 
Kosovo. 

An EU delegation said 
Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic had 
assured it in a meeting 
Thursday in Belgrade 
that the offensive “has 
come to a halt.” 


Still, in a statement 
made after that meeting, 
Mr. Milosevic vowed 
once again to "eradicate 
all violence” by armed 
Albanian separatists in 
Kosovo. 

As such, the crisis in 
Kosovo has entered into 
“a phase of unpre- 
dictable consequences 
for regional security,” 
said Bronislaw 

Geremek, the serving 
chairman of the 
Organisation for 

Security and 

Cooperation in Europe. 

Fighting broke out in 
Kosovo in late February 
when Serb force’s 
launched a crackdown 
against separatists in 
the southern Serbian 
province. More than 
500 people are reported 
to have been killed 
since then 
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- You are a marketing genius 

-■You can draft a marketing 'plan in three hours. 

- Your Englisn is impeccable 

- You are US educated. 

- You own an Arman me 

You can prepare a client presentation complete with market intelligence information 
all ov yourself meaning you knew Word- Excel and PowerPoint. 

- At neart you wanted tc he an 'am si. Put your rather didn't let you ana actually, 
you wanted to make more money man what an- artist could earn. 

■ You love to' wee I ana deal. You love to negotiate, convince and sell 

- v ou think advertising :s your calling 

- You -mow now to put a med.a pian together 'and you can sell ice oean to Eskimos 

unt Executive 

So, if anyone out there think they have what it takes. 

Call (079) 68645 ask for Raed and say... 

;r / am not looking for job , l am looking for an adventure. 


APPLY AT YOUR OWN RiSKl 


Otfwn think of us m an advertising 
agency. 

We are iunatkai 

So ff you can be as coo/ as 
Robert Dinero and as Nerdy as 

Bffl Murry then take a shoL_~. 


Creatine' 


? wo? cvc’vone iv he 
unwvwn man me 


c.-: r > nvu'O o mouse ca 

We mean it' 


be called creative So unless vou arc a true ‘artist 


YOU 


wore born to bo creative 

>u cannot express yourself visually you would die. 
like working a : ter mid. night 

love fast fooo fast cam fast women, last everything. 

Know Photoshop. illustrator. A! Nasner Al Sahaf; and Quam Express better 
i vou Know yourself 
Dream m coio - 
can draw tree hancf 

problem is tnst your hen as are never free. 

womec m advertising agencies beiore. and don't Know whv you 

: going back i or more oumsh men: 

miQht be a Masochist 


APPLY AT YOUR OWN RISK1 


Now, there are no Arab copywrltarsu.lf 

W» knowth*L~ 

Do you??? 

We art just hoping that may 
be there is one out there 
that we missed. 


A 




So, if anyone out there think they have what it takes. 

Call (079) 68645 ask for Raed and say.. 

" / am not looking for job. I am looking for an adventure. 


- You know what is the meaning of the word copywriter. "This is the first question 
we will ask. If you don't answer it correctly, you will be disqualified 1 . 

- You write songs, poems, stones, as a matter or fact you think you are 
Ihsan Abdel Qa.dous. Kathem Essaher and Zia.d El Rahbam all in one. 

- Your Arabic is as good as Seebaweaih. 

- You look at ads and always think to your self you can say it betten 

- Your mission in life is to reduce the Arabic language to 1 0 words. 

- You can even play a musical instrument. 

- You can recite ail of Mahmoud Darwish's poems by heart 

liy Writer 

So. if anyone out there think they have what it takes, 

Call (079) 68645 ask for Raed and say ... 

" / am not looking for job. I am looking for an adventure. 
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Surpassing the 
Arab impasse 

HRH PRINCE HASSAN’S appeal to young 
Arab leaders to put aside their individual 
countries' claims and focus instead on the 
common Arab identity to build a stronger 
Arab World, is a reminder of how the Arabs 
blundered a great deal of their resources and 
energies in the past few decades in inter- 
Arab fighting and petty quarrels. 

Although colonialism has not dented the 
Arabs' strong feeling of identity, based on 
common religion, language and heritage, the 
Nation appears still plagued by narrow 
nation state interests without any vision of 
how to deal with the future except to repeat 
die-hard slogans. 

Pushing aside their feuds and standing as a 
united bloc, the Arabs would not only be able 
to make their voice heard on world fora, but 
also would enjoy greater prosperity and eco- 
nomic growth, that are the result of 
increased regional cooperation. 

In an era of globalisation, the Arabs only 
hope to compete with the powerful blocs of 
Asia, Europe and the Americas is only the 
formation of their own regional grouping. 
The obstacles to establishing an effective 
regional mechanism and the required institu- 
tions are many. Historically, colonialism 
claimed a heavy toll on the Arab Nation, ini- 
tially fragmenting it and subsequently 
depriving it of natural political growth. That 
has hindered the Arabs' economic growth. 
Today, as the Crown Prince has often said, 
the “economies of despair," based on the 
arms race, drug trafficking, the short-sight- 
ed exploitation of natural resources and the 
destruction of the environment, all have had 
far-reaching effects on our region. 

But blaming the past or somebody else for 
our ailments will not take us out of the 
impasse. Nor will a return to the past salvage 
us from the state of affairs that we have 
reached. Our glorious past cannot possibly 
be resurrected by the use of the same old 
tools. 

Today's progress and development can only 
be achieved through the freeing of minds and 
the use of the tools of the present — science, 
technology and above all, democracy. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Arab Al YswnTs Rihiim Fura commented on the final 
report prepared by the investigation commit lee formed by 
the Ministry of Water to look into the reasons behind the 
iveunencc of strange taste, colour and odour in the water 
supply. Fora said the report concluded that senior officials 
never eomniii mistakes. The report blamed junior 
employees, who will he dismissed and replaced by others 
who I uive some push in the government, according lo Faro. 
TIk’ report says the reason behind l he occurrence of the 
murky water is not taking the proper prix’cdures to reduce 
the Hood water to the filters and not increasing the amount 
of carbon used in water treatment, the writer said. She said 
the report never indie; ties die source of the polluted water 
and at die same lime rules out any possibility that Isniel 
could he the source of the pollution: The report dealt only 
with a small pari of the problem and omitted what was 
more important, according to Faro. Tliere is lack of quali- 
fied staff at the ministry’s laboratories, said Fan. adding 
that senior officials should shoulder their responsibility. 

Al Ru'i’s Fahcd Fanek cited the report prepared by the 
Lower Houses Financial Committee as having positive 
,trtd negative sides. It tackles very serious eases Ixn noth- 
in!! new. said Dr. Fanek. The writer praised Parliament lor 
calling for the continuation of the economic reform pro- 
gramme. He said the progranmx- required should he con- 
dueled by an emergency government. supported by the 
Parliament and the people ;is well. The government should 
be given tlx* green light from His Majesty King Hussein 
and" HRH Crown Prinee Hassan to nuke the necessary 
changes, he added. Dr. Fanek said some deputies do not 
want the reform programme lo continue, others wttnt to 
increase our expons to Iraq, not knowing the conse- 
quences of Ixnh suggestions. According to Dr. Fanek. at a 
glance tlx 1 report shows that there arc no imnx'diate mag- 
ical solutions without a price lag. 



American peace initiative fails fast 


By Pascal B. Kanay 

IT APPEARS that the American initiative to resolve the 
Paiestinian-IsRieli issue is nearly dead although the U.S. is giv- 
ing them lip service. It appears Washington has backed oul on 
its facilitator role as Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
called for direct talks between the parties concerned without 
indicating on whal basis such talks would be held. 

After all the tedious negotiations by Ms. Albright and 
Mideast peace envoy Dennis Ross (let alone the frequent shut- 
tling of the latter) with Israel as well as with the Palestinians, 
we have now gone hack to square one if not zero. The White 
House has not even dared to officially publish its proposals for 
fear of the Republicans in Congress who consider the mere 
publication as a means of exerting pressure on Israel. Ms. 
Albright's invitation to negotiate directly evinces the weakness 
of the U.S. administration's position and a dereliction of its 
i me motional obligations. The While House was not even able 
to convince Israel to withdraw from a pan of the West Bank 
which is only one of die conditions of Israeli commitments in 
the Oslo accord. 

Is it nca astonishing and disappointing that the U-S., which 
under President GeortK Bush proclaimed the birth of the New 
World Order bused on the rule of law and international legiti- 
macy. should have so far dismally failed to implement the prin- 
ciples embodied in U.N. Security Council re sol itt ions 242 and 
338 (let alone Resolution 425 for Lebanon) and in the Oslo 
accord and following agreements signed by Israel. A foreign 
observer does not cure to know about the internal U.S. reasons 
which have precluded the government from taking effective 
measures to force Israel to honour its commitments. What sur- 
prises a foreign observer is to witness the United Slates, sole 


superpower in the world, failing to enforce its proposals. It has 
even failed to identify the party responsible for non-compliance 
thus leading to a deadlock, although at one time tte White 
House slated that it would reveal publicly the name of that 
party. 

While the ILS. appears to be lenient vis-a-vis Israel, it flexes 
its muscles at other states such as Iraq, Iran, Libya and Cuba on 
the ground of upholding international legitimacy. This double- 
standard policy is unbecoming of a superpower. The lenient 
policy towards Israel has surely encouraged Israeli Prime 
Minister Benya min Netanyahu’s government to simply disre- 
gard the U.S. and continue to confiscate Palestinian lands, build 
more settlements, destroy Arab homes, detain more resisting 
Palestinians and even torture them — texture which has been 
legitimised by the High Court in Israel. (In parenthesis: Image 
what would the world Jewry do ir an Arab High Court upheld 
Lhe detention and torture of a Jew in order to force him to con- 
fess his guilt whatever that might he?!) 

I can bet with some confidence that Netanyahu government 
will not withdraw from the West Bank. Netanyahu himself is 
simply prevaricating until he changes the demographic situa- 
tion on the ground by confiscating more lands and building 
mure settlements until the West Bank becomes predominantly 
Jewish as he has already done so with respect to Jerusalem. In 
the meantime he will keep talking about peace and his desire to 
achieve it so that the Israelis and the world at large believe hint. 
Goebbcls the one time minister of information during Hitler's 
regime used to say keep lying and lying then tire people will 
finally believe you. 

The Palestinians should not and could not negotiate for ever 
while the U.S. is simply watching. The latter as sponsor of the 
peace process since Madrid conference in 199 1 is bound Lo take 


active part in the negotiation ami force Israel to abide by its 
commitments in the intematicnal agreements. 

In its letter of assurances addressed to the Palestinians, dated 

October, 18, 1991 on the eve of the Madrid conference, the U.S. 
staled the following inter alia: "These assurances are consistent 
with United Slates policy and do riot undermine or contradict 
United Nations Security Council resolutions 242 and 338. _.We 
believe Palestinians should gain control over political, econom- 
ic and other decisions that affect their lives and fate. The United 
Stales is itterrraned io achieve comprehensive settlement of 
tire Arab-Israeli conflict and will do its utmost to ensure that tire 
process moves forward along both tracks towards this end. In 
pursuit of a comprehensive settlement, all the negotiations 
should proceed as quickly as posable towards agreement For 
its part tlx: United States will work for serious negotiations and 
will also seek to avoid prolongation and stalling by any party." 

Why then tire United States is now shirking its responsibility, 
as it should continue to play on effective and decisive role in the 
negotiations and preclude the Israeli party from stalling at its 
will. In the meantime it should slop Israel from taking unilater- 
al actions which exacerbate tension in the West Bank and pre- 
empt the final status negotiations to the detriment _of the 
Palestinians. There is a limit to Palestinian patience and os long 
as their land is uccupiedihey have the right to revert lo all 
means available to them to have their (and liberated, even if this 
should lead Lo an explosion. This is the right of self-defence 
against the occupier os recognised under international law and 
usage. 

The writer was an advocate m Palestine in 1944 and, far many 
years, legal officer at UNRWA headquarters m Beirut and 
Vienna. He contributed this article to the Jordan Times. 


Tourism — the fuel that could propel growth 


By Riad Al Kbouri 

THOUGH THERE is no sim- 
ple answer to the question of 
how Jordan can escape from 
its current economic predica- 
ment, tourism is a sector 
which could take the lead. 
Minister of Tourism Akel 
Biliaji is fond of stressing the 
World Bank's emphasis on 
tourism being “a propeller of 
Jordan's national economy." 
An aeronautic metaphor is apt: 
if we think of economies as 
planes, the U.S. could be a 
Stealth (fast and high-tech). 
Fraix'c a Concorde (also fast 
and high-tech, but with cham- 
pagne served on board), and 
Jordan a propeller-driven 
affair < reliable though ancient, 
and capa He of gai ning altitude 
albeit slowly). If Mr. Biliaji 
and others in Jordan have their 
way though, the next couple of 
years could see this changing, 
and the Jordanian economy 
could lot* more like an Airbus 
jetting into the economic 
stratosphere, with — because 
of a rush of tourists — no 
empty seats. 

The tourism sector in Jordan 


is one of the rare areas in the 
economy where the dividend 
from peace is tangible, howev- 
er weak it may be.'The pres- 
ence of Israeli tourists — in 
quantity if not in commercial 
quality — is significant, as is 
Jordan's related development 
as a destination for other mar- 
kets. Fa- the time being there 
has been a slowing of the 
increase in tourist arrivals fol- 
lowing the “peace boom" of 
1995, with growth Iasi year 
just over two per cent 
Regional instability and the 
poor state of the peace process 
are greatly responsible, but 
this docs not fully explain the 
situation. and internal 
Jordanian shortcomings are 
also lo Name. 

Yeu growth is still there, and 
the first half of 1998 has seen 
a rise in arrivals of almost four 
per cent over the same period 
last year. The bad news is that 
the “average length of stay" is 
still low in comparison with 
destinations such as Egypt or 
Israel, as Jordan tends lo get 
visited by tourists coming 
from and/or on there way to 
other destinations. 


Despite a host of problems, 
the direct, quantitative role 
played by Jordanian tourism in 
Lhe economy is strong and 
obvious, with the sector con- 
tributing some 12 per cent on 
average of GNP over the past 
five years. However, tourism 
has the potential to generate 
more, as it did in the late 1980s 
with shares of up to fifteen per 
cenL Tourism earnings have 
been a consistent source of 
foreign exchange for decades. 
After plummeting in 1 991, the 
amount of foreign exchange 
receipts from tourism in 
Jordan is once again on the 
rise as it had been during the 
1 980s. Foreign exchange com- 
ings from tourism since 1992 
have been around 2091 of total 


foreign exchange income, 
though still down from 23% in 
the late 1980s. Job creation is 
also a key benefit, and about 
10,000 people in Jordan are 
directly employed in the 
tourist industry, including 
hotels, restaurants, travel and 
tourism agencies, tour guides, 
and transport. The percentage 
of the labour force employed 
in the tourism sector has risen 
steadily over the past five 
years, and tourism could cre- 
ate about 10 per cent of new 
jobs in 1999-2001. 

The best news of all howev- 
er is that a distinct political 
will now seems to exist to 
boost the tourism industry in 
Jortkin. This was partly 
reflected in the appointment 
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and subsequent retention of 
Minister Biltaji. Preceded by 
some equally fine men who 
chalked up some good 
achievements, the incumbent 
is nevertheless doing a profes- 
sional job and should be left to 
get on with iL Continuity has 
not often been the rule in the 
Jordanian cabinet, posts, and 
many hope that any upcoming 
change in die government will 
spare Mr. Biltaji and lei him 
go ahead with his plans for 
Jordan's part in the Year 2000 
celebrations of Christ's birth. 
The occasion is expected to 
spur a jump in arrivals for that 
year to over two million, and 
hopes are for this figure to be 
maintained and gradually 
boosted in the early years of 
the next century. 

At the same time, the quali- 
tative impact of tourism could 
be enormous. Seen, by many 
as a sector where quack and 
useful cooperation among our 
neighbours seems' fb be posa- 
ble, a unified tourism industry 
could transform the region 
into a super-destination and, in 
the context of a just compre- 
hensive settlement, help in the 


transition to a peaceful and 
flourishing regional economy. 

International comparisons 
are tricky, but the parallel 
between Jordanian tourism 
and some Mediterranean 
economies is interesting. In 
Spain, Tunisia, and Cyprus 
tourism played a major role in 
both materially enriching and 
positively transforming soci- 
ety. Without pushing the com- 
parisons too far. societies and 
economies like these three 
have been altered dramatically 
by tourism. Seme of this 
change has been for the worse 
— all change can't be good all 
the time. Jordan should expect 
some negative side effects of a 
tourism boom, including envi- 
ronmental and social prob- 
lems. However, these can be 
dealt with. The message for 
now must be to let the tourism 
propeller -spin and help’ the 
plane take offi 

The writer is the director of 
the Jordan Economic 
Development Association. He 
contributed this article lo the 
Jordan Times. 


Timor: The window of opportunity 


By G wynne Dyer 

JAMS HEED MARKER, the United Nations 
special envoy who visited the Indonesian-occu- 
pied territory of East Timor last month (July), 
said that he saw “a window of opportunity" 
after the recent fall of Indonesian leader 
Suharto (who ordered the original invasion in 
1975). And, Marker added, “the important 
thing is whal you do with a window of 
opportunity. You have to jump through it." 

Marker is right. The window of opportunity 
for the colonial possessions fiuix the Soviet 
Union inherited from imperial Russia came 
with the collapse of Soviet Communism in - 
iy9I. and brought independence to 15 coun- 
tries from Estonia lo Kyrgyzstan. Tibet's and 
Xinjiang's chance Tor independence will come 
when the regime finally changes in China. And 
East Timor's window of opportunity is now, 
when Indonesian politics is in transition from 
tyranny to (hoprfuUy) democracy. 

The game is already afoot, although 
Indonesia's current mueh-pubtieised withdraw- 
al of 1 jOOO 'special forces’ troops from East 
Timor is just part of the propaganda war. Al 
least 11,000 troops remain in the former 
Portuguese colony, plus so many secreL police 
agents that the total security forces in the occu- 
pied territory (population 800,000) may exceed 
30.000. 

More hopeful was Marker’s visit chi July 17 
to East Tmor’s independence leader, Jose 
'Xanana’ Gusmao, who is serving a 30-year 


sentence in Jakarta's Cipinang prison. The 
U.N. has never recognised Indonesia’s annexa- 
tion of East Tmor. continuing to treat Portugal 
as the legal administrator pending a democrat- 
ic decision by the Timorese on their future — 
but Gusmao gave his approval for Portugal to 
open talks with Indonesia even though he is 
still detained. 

That is not to say that the negotiations will be 
easy. Indonesia's Foreign Minister All Alalas 
has offered only internal self-government for 
East Tmor — no referendum on independence, 
no compensation for 22 years of repression and 
massacre — in return for international accep- 
tance of Indonesia’s conquest of the territory. 

At a diplomatic meeting in Manila on July 
28, Alalus patiently explained thuL “there is no 
way that there cun be an independent East 
Tmor. no way in which East Ttmor can live 
independently by itseff. surrounded by 17,000 
isluixJs of Indonesia, right smack in the middle 
of our archipelago. It is impossible, impossi- 
ble." 

AJalas’s dictum would sound very strange to 
Lesotho. Nepal, Singapore, and a few other 
countries that get along quite well even Lbough 
they are more or less surrounded by another, 
larger nation's territory. Moreover, East Timor 
is not “right smack in the middle" of Indonesia; 
it is al the extreme south-east corner of the 
archipelago. Tar closer to Australia than to 
Jakarta. But there was more to Alatas’s argu- 
ment than a mania for cartographic neatness. 

"(The East Timorese) would be highly 


dependent," he explained, "and (would) always 
have great difficulty in scraping a living. There 
would always be tensions and difficulties." 

This is partly Irk. East Timor is not rich in 
natural resources, and its people were poor 
even under the Portuguese. But they would be 
a lot belter off now if Indonesia had not invad- 
ed them, killed or starved to death a quarter of 
Lhe entire population in the initial war lo 
destroy popular resistance, brought in settlers 
from Indonesia to take their place, and kept the 
entire territory under strict military control for 
22 years as port of Jakarta's effort lo eradicate 
the Iasi guerilla resistance. 

So yes, there would he tensions and difficul- 
ties — but that is no more a justification for 
Iixloncsia lo stay in East Timor than it would he 
for Russia u> invade Gcoigia or for France to 
reconquer Algeria. The international rule 
against invading other people’s territory and 
changing borders by force no mater what the 
excuse is there for a goyd reason. Without it, 
the whole world would live permanently on the 
brink yf wan 

However, the U.N. c.innot enforce that rule 
wiLboul the cooperation of the most powerful 
countries. For a long time, it could not act on 
East Timor because it was the United Slates 
that instigated and backed Indonesia's invasion 
in 1975 (for fear that the territory might fall into 
'Communist' hands). Subsequent U.S. admin- 
istrations, while never recognising Indonesian 
sovereignty over East Tmor, protected their 
friend Suharto from undue pressure. 


The U.N., having no troops of its own, can do 
nothing about crimes like the invasion of East 
Tmor except to refuse to recognise or legit- 
imise the results, and wait patiently tmtll the 
time comes to put things rigiiL For East Timor, 
that time is now. 

The window of opportunity will stay open 
until a government with democratic legitimacy 
is installed in Jakarta: May of next year, per- 
haps, when interim President B J. Habibie has 
promised free elections. Then it will close, 
because a new, democratically elected govern- 
ment (if it really happens) will have loo many 
problems on its plate to risk alienating extreme 
nationalists by yielding on East Timor. 

But if Habibie’s regime makes a deal rat East 
Timor in the next 10 months, tiien a subsequent 
democratic government would have little diffi- 
culty in accepting ail accomplished fact. 

Whal would it cost Indonesia to let East 
Tmor go? Nothing. Even if tire only other 
regions with separatist aspirations — Aceh in 
northern Sumatra, and Vttesl Irian in New 
Guinea — followed East Timor, Indonesia 
would lose less than two per cent of its popu- 
lation. And since they have no international 
support and not much of a legal case for inde- 
pendence, they probably wouldn’t follow suit. 

Wifi East Timor make it through the window 
of opportunity in time? It all depends on the 
tactics, but Habibie’s government is extraordi- 
narily vulnerable to international pressure. It 
could happen. 


‘People’s concern for King Hussein natural, stability guaranteed’ 


Reviewed by Mohammad 
Ben Hussein 

Focus on the opted pages of the 
Arabic dailies last week was on His 
Majesty King Hussein's health. 

Al Arab Al Yawn's Saleh Qailab said 
Jordanians have the right to worry 
about King Hussein’s health. The jvo- 
ple have grown fond of the King in 45 
years, and look to him to solve their 
problems and lead them towards 
progress, said Qailab. As the father 
ukl the leader of the country. King 
Hussein is on the minds or people 
from all walks of life during this uying 
lime, added Qailab. The writer said 
the fWplc an: waiting for the King to 
return home in order to air their griev- 
ances about the government, specially 


about its draff press and publications 
law, the differing growth rate figures 
and the water pollution problem. He 
said Jordanians are hurt by foreign 
radio reports about the King’s health 
and R'ftisc to believe these lies about 
the King’s health, he added. They 
want and need the King to come back 
to them safe and sound, said Qailab. 

Al Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek said it is nat- 
ural that Jordanians should worry 
about the King. He su’d 90 percent of 
Jordanians were bom after the King 
came to power, and never new any 
Other leader. The world associates 
Jordan with King Hussein, Dr. Fanek 
said. But the King is human and 
becomes sick like other, the writer 
said. Cancer is a curable diceasvii 
only needs a strong will and good 
medical care to overcome it, stud Dr. 


Fanek. He said the King is receiving 
Ns treatment in one of the best clinics 
in the world. Dr. Fanek added that the 
King proved Ns strong will when he 
defeated the disease some years ago. 
Jordanians need the King to return 
because of 'the critical situation the 
eounuy is going through, said Dr. 

Week in 


print 


Fanek. 

Al RaYs Raja Elissa praised the 
i frankness of the King when talking to 
Jordanians about his health condition. 
Never have a people witnessed any 


leader address them with such open- 
ness, said Elissa. The King talked to 
people from bis heart, and tile people 
uust that the King, with his strong 
will, can defeat the disease, the writer 
said People's trust in and love for the 
King will contribute to King 
Hussein’s recovery. Efissi said. The 
writer urged the King to talk to his 
people periodically during Ns six 
months of treatment because the pear 
pie need to be in contact with him, 
adding that he is the only one who 
gives them the power to continue their 
tattle. 

Al Dustour's Oreib Rinlawi said it 
is justified that Jordanians should 
worry about the King's health, but not 
about the future of the Kingdom. The 
King’s wise policy managed to bring 
Jordan to advanced steps in the eco- 


nomk- and political arenas, said 
Rintuwi. He created a sense of free- 
dom and liberty within Jordurians, 
added the writer. AH of these facts, 
said Rinlawi, gjve the Jordanians the 
right to worry about King Hussein’s 
health. He said people should ignore 
all forms of propaganda being spread 
by foreign media about the counny V 
future, adding there is no justification 
' for the rush on the dollar, Jordan’s 
economy is not fragile to be harmed 
by some haseless rumours. The 
Constitution is there to determine dis- 
tribution of authority, rights and oblig- 
ations of individuals, all guaranteeing 
Jordan's stability, said Rantawi. A 
reading or the Kingdom's history will 
show that Jordan went through similar 
crises and managed to overcome all oF 
them, the writer said. 
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Universal health coverage, 
a priority for Jordan 


Editor’s note: The follow" 

- log is the text of an address 
made by HRH Prince Rras 
Ben Raad at a workshop on 

. human development held in 
Amman on July 21-22.Tbe 
' workshop was a local imtia- 
’ tfve undertaken by the Jor- 
■ daman Economic Develop- 
inent Association (JEDA) 

. --'with assistance and partici- 
:; pation from the World Bank 
-. Group and the International 
" Moneiaty Fund (IMF) in 

- ..preparation for the Second 
Mediterranean Development 

--Forum in- Marrakesh later 
this yeas. 

7 BEFORE PRESENTING a 
-'few observations on health 
/and human development in 
^Jordan, allow me to com- 
' mend the efforts of the Wodd 
' Bank in promoting and 
/^organising the Mediter- 
ranean Development Forum 
. — a medium through which 
/.I members erf the Mediter- 
nmean basin can engage one 
—another, dispassionately, on 
issues to do with human 
' development (i.e. the promo- 
tion of civil space, participa- 
tory approaches to develop- 
. meat (meaning greater polit- 
ical pluralism), good gover- 
nance and the rule of law). 
These types of fora allow the 
Mediterranean countries to 
. .examine the intrinsic rela- 
ri onshi p between state and 
_ society in promoting eco- 
/hwnic and human develop- 
’//ment The fora, in my mind, 
serve as a reminder that 
; ^^development*' — in its 
'4xoadest sense: hinges upon 

- ^ creative energies of peo- 

and only through the 
/promotion of civil space and 
/ equal opportunity, can those 
/energies be realised. I would 
also like to mention bow 
these initiatives coincide 
quite nicely with the Euro- 
Med partnerships and activi- 
ties promoted by the Euro- 
pean Economic Community 
; (EEC). While the EEC 
strives to build a healthy 
1 c“fjusiness” ... enviromasnt 
' between Europe and the 
Mediterranean, the World 
Bank is pushing the agenda 
of "good . governance”; a 
recognised pre-requisite for 
free and fair business activi- 


ties. * These two pillars of 
development — government 
and business — must build a 
healthy partnership to pro- 
mote the human potential in 
our region. 

For ours is a region still 
beset and plagued by many 
problems — civil strife, 
exclusionary political 

arrangements and approach- 
es. overwhelming dependen- 
cy on exhaustible natural 
resources, human rights 
abuses — including women 
and children, militarisation 
and the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction, 
religious zealotry, greater 
poverty, minimal export 
capacity vis-a-vis other 
regions of the world, intra 
and interstate political ten- 
sions (witness the headlines 
today about Yemen and 
Saudi Arabia), a paucity of 
scientific research and devel- 
opment; and a scant number 
of fine arts and literary 
movements — to only name 
a few of our current prob- 
lems and challenges. 

I should like to address the 
importance of cooperation 
among the public, private 
and NGO sectors in the 
health care sector in Jordan. 
This tope, I believe, is as 
important as it is timely. 
Health care, like education, 
is — in economic jargon — a 
"public good’ and cannot be 
left to the market and the 
forces of supply and demand. 
Serious market failures in the 
area of health care (for exam- 
ple imperfect information — 
meaning an asymmetry of 
knowledge between buyers 
(physicians) and patients 
-(consumers) and others) 
necessitate public interven- 
tion and regulation. Immuni- 
sation, argue many, must be 
adopted and regulated by the 
public sector and not left to 
the whims of the market. 

In Jordan, health care pro- 
vision has traditionally been 
adopted by the public sector. 
Both the MOH and the Royal 
Medical Services (military) 
pioneered the area of health 
care provision with universi- 
ty-based services and the pri- 
vate sector arriving to the 
scene at a much later date. - 
Now. in 1998, an unregulated 


private sector has completely 
taken over pushing the enve- 
lope of high-tech medicine 
and giving health care provi- 
rion a “commercialised" rep- 
utation. 

What seems to be needed 
at this present moment; is 
thoughtful and systematic 
planning on how to ensure 
universal coverage — as a 
constitutional right of every 
Jordanian. This issue must be 
on the forefront of all health 
priorities. The Ministry of 
Health and Health Care is 
now engaged in the process 
erf reforming the health care 
sector and has taken serious 
steps in addressing this very 
issue. In approaching univer- 
sal health insurance, our gov- 
ernment has emphasised the 
importance of inter-sectoral 
cooperation. The govern- 
ment hopes to adopt the 
provider-purchaser model in 
health care — meaning an 
emphasis on both public 
finance and private provision 
of health care. In other 
words, only the government 
will tend to buy health care 
for its citizens and only the 
private sector will tend to 
provide those services. Ideal- 
ly. if this model is imple- 
mented well, two birds can 
tv hit with one stone: Social 
equity and equality can be 
realised through public 
finance: and efficiency in 
providing service can be 
sought in the private sector. 

One question which 
remains — and which will 
hopefully serve as a good 
lead in to the general discus- 
sion — is how would we reg- 
ulate such a system given the 
problems the local health 
insurers face? How long 
would it take to build up the 
necessary administrative and 
technical -capad lies? 

I thank everyone for partic- 
ipating and I hope this work- 
shop will fully prepare us for 
the upcoming forum in Mar- 
rakesh. 


Uzbekistan, in fear of the Islamists? 


By Dilip Hiro 

GOVERNING A former 
Soviet republic whose 
economy is doing surpris- 
ingly well should be a sat- 
isfying job. Thar being the 
case with Uzbekistan, why 
is its president, Islam Kari- 
mov, so edgy these days? 
Because of his fear of 
political Islam, - represented 
by Islamists at home and in 
the region, undermining 
his staunchly secular 
regime. 

According to the recent 
United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe 
report on the 12 former 
Soviet republics, a compar- 
ison of 1996 GDP with the 
1989 figure shows Uzbek- 
istan second, ai 82 per cent 
(Russia 57 per ceni); and 
first for industrial output, 
at 108 per cent (Russia 47 
per cem). So Moscow 
should be interested in 
strengthening commercial 
links with Tashkent. 
Indeed, the prime purpose 
of President Yeltsin’s most 
recent talks with Karimov, 
in .early May, was to 
finalise a 10-year econom- 
ic cooperation treaty. But, 
at Karimov’s insistence, 
their joint statement also 
referred to the two leaders' 
commitment to combating 
"radical Islamic groups in 
former Soviet Union." 

Karimov travelled to 
Moscow against the back- 
ground of a trial in Naman- 
gan — 20 kilometres east 
of Tashkent — of a group 
accused of links with 
Islamist extremists in 
Tajikistan and Pakistan, 
and plotting to replace the 
present secular system 
with an Islamic one. So far 
17 people have been 
charged. 

On the eve of the trial in 
early May, Karimov urged 
parliament to stiffen the 
law on religious activity. 
He blamed Islamic funda- 
mentalists in the Fergana 
Valley in the south east of 
the country for violence in 
the region. Their activities, 
he claimed, included mur- 
dering - government offi- 
cials and planning to blow 
up reservoirs and power 
stations. Assuming a guilty 
verdict, Karimov declared: 


The Saturday Crossword 


JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT 

By Robert H. Wolfe, North Wood mere. New York 


ACROSS 
1 Shadowy 
6 Feature of a 
fedora 

to WIna stopper 

14 Disconcert 

IB Remove knots 

20 Mother of Apoto 
and Artarrts 

21 Bologna heDoor 
goodbye 

.22 Mythological half- 
woman monster 

23 Chelsea 
apartments 
24 . Young cowboy's 


89 ChBdren’s song? 
104 FBers 

107 Small crowns 

108 Utensil 

110 Makes chffdfshfy 
angry? 

113 Former name for 
an Engfisft county 

114 Square 

115 European sea 


27 Closed hand 

28 Blue ceramic 
pigments 

2B Rubber bands 
30 Forsyth novel for 
youigsters? 

.34 .Trawling device 

35 One o( the 

- v Bohbsey Twins 

36 IBM units 

37 Enduring 

> 40- Banished people 
-44 Stick It out 
45 Fin music? 

-4B Serrt-etemay? 

50 Say more 
SV Cheers for 
matadors 

52 OU 

53 Cate it quits 

55 Descriptive name 

57 Cousteau 
Invention 

58 Actor Wynn 

59 Envelop 
80 Fta&xX 

ffi Eleventh letters 
63 rtmeleBs 
.85 Go bade oust 
68 BBof derring-do 
71 Wifltfty 
"72 Unadulterated 
73 Took spate 

77 ftond scon 

79 Giving more Bp 

82 Guy Fawkes Day 
'. Maro 
33 Xylophone's 
cousin . 

«5 .Prepared to hit a 

driver 

.86 Operated 

87 lwlgo <Jye 
.88 Actor Estevez 
.89 iJfKfe-dafiwBys 
'SOSWferaJn 
VI reputation 
nomd 
fttXtoaal gnln 
K^MaSpcreg 
B6T*rt<rfArI 


116 Teardrop-shaped 
fruit 

117 Evrta or Juan of 
Argentina 

118 Ancient Greek 
colonnades 

119 Extremely short 
timerabhr. 

120 raver of Caen, 
Franca 

121 we id? 

DOWN 

1 Buttocks 

2 In the dark 

3 Secret supply 

4 Chfitfswttp? 

5 Sure thing! 

6 Nonrfgfo aintftfp 

7 Changed charts 

8 Slanted type 

9 Markham, etaL 

10 Quarter M 

11 Resembling: sutt. 

12 Horse track 

13 Eucalyptus eaters 

14 London et al. 

15 Thai cash 

16 At foil speed: 
archaic 

17 Inasmuch as 

18 OU verb form 

25 CIA's predecessor 

26 Wbrid Series 
partecl-game 
pitcher 

2B Browned 

31 Golf score 

32 Group of eight 

33 Spflt second 

38 Adherents: sutt 

39 Similar children? 

40 Nighttime 

41 Blgfoote shoe size 

42 Dissimulation 

43 McBainand 
McMahon 

44 Lossfootng 

46 Marinecotor 

47 July btrthstone 

48 Utse legumes 

51 Translucent gem 

52 Doer. sufl. 

54 Hood’S heater 

55 Historic period 
58 _ homo {Behold 

the mm!) 



59 Hoops grp. 

61 Cotiar types 

64 Tabula 

65 Felt regret 

66 Blow ft 

67 Male heir 

68 Notoriety 

69 B*ticai land 

70 Sottpref. 

72 Fruit desserts 

74 Across YWtes 

75 __ the Red 
78 Remove text 
78 FirstOscer- 

wirming actor 
Jannings 
80 Ex-Blue Jay 
pitcher 

31 Mtesfonaiy 

Amipero 

82 _-raBef 
84 Child's injury 
86 Member of a 


service dub 

89 Degraders 

90 Cafifomia 
hastothaS player 

91 Choice: ab&r. 

93 Drinks maters 

94 San Lite . CA 

96 Iberian river 

97 Meet segment 
SB Stone: prat 

100 Had hatch 

101 Personnel 
subgroup 

102 Wasted sift 

103 SentimetaBc 
element 

IQS Large land mass 
106 Reaps abbe 
109 Easterseasen 

111 First grade 

112 Required: abbr. 

113 Health haven 


7 T 


Last Scnda/c Crossword Solved 


Bona nnnm nna 

nnp D.-Aav opjoeddd naa 
n ranFira i.i Mi.-iEinn itimi 



"Such people must be shot 
in the head. If necessary, I 
will shoot them myself." 

Parliament stiffened the 
1991 law on religious 
activity, stipulating th3t 
religious groups must have 
a minimum of 100 mem- 
bers instead of the 10 
required previously, and 
that they must register with 
the government. All unreg- 
istered religious associa- 
tions are henceforth liable 
to prosecution. Further- 
more, anyone donning 
“religious clothing" in pub- 
lic faces a fortnight’s incar- 
ceration. This is dearly 
aimed at pious Muslim 
women 


tarns started showing their 
religious colours. Between 
1986 and 1991, the number 
of mosques in Namangan, a 
city of 360,000, rose from 
two to 26. The religious 
upsurge created an environ- 
ment favourable to the 
Islamists. Due to their tra- 
ditional ties with the 
mosque, they were able to 
function albeit semi-clan- 
destinely. 

As for the government, it 
combined its legal suppres- 
sion of Islamists — the 
1992 constitution bars the 
formation of political par- 
ties based on .religion or 
ethnic nationalism — with 


who wear 
head- 
scarves. 

Engaging 
in ~ 

"extremist 
religious 
activity" 
carries a 
penalty of 
five to 
eight years 
in jail. 

A few 
weeks 

after the 

legislation 

was amended the official 
religious organisation, the 
Muftiat. announced that 
some 3,000 of the existing 
5,000 mosques would be 
investigated because of 
their “ambiguous status,” 
and rhar those lacking prop- 
er credentials would be 
converted to shops or edu- 
cational or sports centres. 
Though the Muftiat did not 
mention the criteria for 
determining the starus of 
the mosques, it was 
assumed that it would 
check if the imam of a 
mosque had passed the 
state-sponsored qualifying 
test. 

Tension in 
the Fergana Valley 

Tension her ween Kari- 
mov’s fervently secular 
regime, intent on keeping 
the siare and religion apart, 
and Islamists, who warn to 
see the state run according 
to Islamic principles, dates 
back to the early 1990s and 
is concentrated in die Fer- 
gana Valley. 

‘'Containing a third of 
Uzbekistan’s population of 
23 million, 90 per cent of 
whom are Muslim, the Fer- 
gana Valley Iras a long tra- 
dition of Islamic piety. 
With the grip of the atheist 
Soviet system slackening in 
the mid-1980s, its inhabi- 


Tension between Karimov’s fervently 
secular regime, intent on keeping the 
state and religion apart, and Islamists, 
who want to see the state run 
according to Islamic principles, dates 
back to the early 1990s and is 
concentrated in the Fergana Valley. 


extrajudicial acts. For 
instance, in 1 995 Abdu 
Wali Milzayev, charismatic 
cleric in the Fergana Valley 
town of Andizhan disap- 
peared after his detention at 
Tashkent airport on his way 
to a conference in Moscow. 
He was widely believed to 
have been abducted by the 
secret police. Tire same fate 
befell several other popular 
clerics. Then in September 
1997, Nehrnat Parpiyev, 
former bodyguard of 
Mirzayev, disappeared. 

In response, it seems, in 
early December masked 
men in Namangan decapi- 
tated a police officer noto- 
rious for his brutality. In the 
subsequent government 
action, involving a gun bat- 
tle three more policemen 
were killed as well as a sus- 
pect. The government 
imposed curfews . in 
Namangan and other Fer- 
gana Valley cities and 
arrested hundreds of resi- 
dents as religious extrem- 
ists, while maintaining 
silence about the events on 
state run radio and televi- 
sion. It banned the broad- 
casting of the call to prayer 
from mosques by loud- 
speakers during Ramadan. 

Referring to “the abuses 
committed during the wide- 
spread brutal sweeps by 
police and security forces 
beginning December 1997" 


in the Fergana Valley, the 
Human Rights Watch 
report, released on May 26 
in Brussels, said: “The gov- 
ernment is painting all 
Muslims with the same 
brush — those who have 
criminal intent and the 
average Muslim who sim- 
ply wears a beard or goes to 
the mosque. It is subjecting 
Muslims on a mass scale to 
beatings, expulsions from 
universities and jobs, show 
trials and lengthy prison 
terms.” 

The Karimov regime 
pays scant attention to such 
documents. As an official 
of the Institute for Strategic 
Studies 
in 

Tashkent 
put it to a 
recent 
seminar 
on Cen- 
tral Asia 
in Wash- 
ington 
DC: 

“Wah- 
habism is 
a slogan 
which 
unifies 

people. 

They 

want to be active in poli- 
tics. But we have measures 
to stop that. It is better to 
overestimate Wahhabism 
than to underestimate it.: 
CITie terra Wahhabi is used 
loosely in Central Asia to 
refer to Islamist activists.) 
Little wonder that in April, 
reversing their earlier poli- 
cy of silence on the matter 
tne authorities decided to 
give maximum publicity to 
the trials of suspected 
“Wahhabis.” 

Trouble among 
the neighbours 

In rhe interim, Karimov's 
woes on this front have' 
increased due to the events 
in neighbouring Tajikistan 
and Afghanistan. Follow- 
ing the neare rrenrv 
between the secular gov- 
ernment of Tajikistan and 
the Islamist-led United 
Tajik Opposition (UTO) in 
June 1997 (MEI 556), the 
administration of President 
Imamali Rahraonov began 
sharing power with the 
UTO in February. By doing 
so, Karimov believes, Rah- 
monov has unwittingly 
accorded a respectability to 
militant Islamists in former 
Soviet Central Asia that 
they have lacked, thus frus- 
trating his own task of pro- 
jecting them as violent 
fanatics to be eliminated by 


all means. 

Earlier, in August, Kari- 
mov’s efforts to derail the 
Tajik peace process by 
encouraging an ethnic 
Uzbek military officer. 
Colonel Mahmoud Khod- 
abardiyev, to rebel against 
the central authority in 
Tajikistan had failed (MEI 
566). Fear of triggering eth- 
nic violence between 
Uzbeks and Tajiks in Tajik- 
istan, where a quarter of the 
population is ethnic Uzbek, 
dissuaded Karimov from 
continuing this policy. 

Such conflict. Karimov 
estimates, could spill’ over 
not only in liis own repub- 
lic, which lias a Tajik 
minority of 50 per cent 
(concentrated in the his- 
toric cities of Samarkand 
and Bukhara), but also into 
Afghanistan. So far the 
anti -Taliban Northern 
Alliance there has managed 
to hold on to the area 
adjoining Uzbekistan, thus 
insulating the Karimov 
regime from the destabilis- 
ing impact of the Taliban. 
The alliance includes an 
ethnic Uzbek leader. Cen- 
tral Abdul Dostum, who is 
close to Karimov. Dostum 
is also the least Islamist of 
the alliance leaders: indeed 
he might well be described 
as a virtual secularist. But 
the two other factions in the 
alliance, dominated respec- 
tively by ethnic Tajiks and 
Hazaras, have strong links 
with Iran, one of the anti- 
Taliban forces’ main 
sources of arms. 

Karimov lias kept rela- 
tions with Iran to the barest 
minimum. Tehran has reci- 
procated in kind. Referring 
to the Uzbek Islamists' 
trial, Iran’s state-run radio 
criticised Karimov for 
“suppressing Muslims,” 
arguing that he did not dif- 
ferentiate between “Islamic 
extremists" and “Islamic 
reformists." 

Karimov finds himself 
severely handicapped when 
it comes ro rnmharinv 
political Islam in the 
region. Little wonder that 
he sought solace from 
Boris Yeltsin on the sub- 
ject. However, iheir joint 
communique stopped short 
of mentioning any joint 
plan of action: it merely 
expressed common think- 
ing. For the beleaguered 
Karimov even thai was 
preferable to saying noth- 
ing on the troubling sub- 
ject. 


— Middle East International 


Regent calls on young Arab leaders to focus 
on human dignity in decision making 


(Continued from page 1) 

that future leaders, both in 
the developed and devel- 
oping worlds, should 
acquire in order to attain 
social justice, democracy, 
freedom, and economic 
growth for their countries. 
" He told the audience 
gathered at the Amman 
Chamber of Industry that 
leadership is a collective 
process and a shared 
activity, and not the 
authoritarian imposition 
of personal will. 

“It is the an of reaching 
the overall, through tak- 
ing into account the spe- 
cific ideas of all. The 
main challenge is not the 
marginal isat ion, suppres- 
sion or exclusion of the 
ideas of otiters, but their 
inclusion.” he stressed in 
the lecture, attended by 
Prime Minister Abdul 


Salam Majali. 

“Leadership is all about 
group work and team 
work. It is all about inclu- 
sion,” Prince Hassan said, 
noting that senior and suc- 
cessful leaders project a 
definitive proposal “only 
after the necessary con- 
sensus has been reached 
by mid- and high-level 
support teams." 

Broad mindedness and 
horizontal knowledge — 
“a knowledge which cuts 
across global geographies 
and gl obal soci etie s as 
well as the various bor- 
ders separating disci- 
plines and professions" — 
are a must for successful 
leaders, he pointed out. 

The Crown Prince 
addressed young leaders 
from the Afro-Asian 
region, who face a very 
difficult task due to the 
ongoing changes in the 


structures of their soci- 
eties and the strains posed 
by "unresolved issues 
between nation and stare, 
tribalism and civil society 
and questions of race, 
gender and class. 

" “Most of all, it has to do 
with the co-option and 
adaptation of major reli- 
gious, ethnic and national 
traditions into globaiisa- 
t i on processes t hat pit 
ingrained custom against 
sometimes heedless inno- 
vation.” 

Young leaders from 
developing countries, the 
Crown Prince said, should 
consider the local, region- 
al and global scenarios at 
the same Lime when mak- 
ing decisions at almost 
any level. 

He urged them to con- 
sider economic growth — 
in terms of gross national 
and domestic products 


(GNP and GDP) — “not 
as an aim, but rather as a 
means for a better quality 
of life for all citizens.” 

To translate into real 
progress, economic 
growth should be distrib- 
uted among all segments 
of society, preserve the 
environment and natural 
resources, create enough 
jobs to meet the conse- 
quences of a growing 
population, and be accom- 
panied by socio-culrural 
and political advance- 
ment. 

“Totalitarianism, gender 
inequalities, and suppres- 
sion of minorities are 
examples of the lack of 
socio-cultural and politi- 
cal advancement that can 
reflect negatively on 
development, despite the 
accompanying economic 
growth,” the Crown 
Prince said. 


Democracy, media setback in Arab-Muslim World 


(Continued from page 1) 

Arab monarchies of the 
Gulf exercise varying, 
degrees of self-censorship 
to avoid a wide range of 
subjects deemed contro- 
versial. 

Books, newspapers, 
magazines, films and 
videos produced else- 
where are censored before 
circulation in the region. 

Kuwait has the most vig- 
orous press and parlia- 
mentary debate on the 
Arab side of the Gulf, 
although political parties 


are officially banned. 
Conservative Muslim 
groups operate newspa- 
pers and magazines and 
exert pressure for stricter 
social controls. 

Ironically, Saudi Arabia 
and Qatar, two of the 
counrries with the most 
tightly controlled domes- 
tic media, fund offshore 
satellite television stations 
which beam relatively 
uncensored news across 
the region. 

Saudi-owned newspa- 
pers published from Lon- 
don are also regarded as 


among the most authorita- 
tive in the Middle East, 
although they tread very 
carefully on Saudi poli- 
tics. 

Menard said the offshore 
Saudi-owned media were 
both a prestige tool, 
cementing Saudi regional 
leadership aspirations, and 
a valve to release pressure 
from Arab intellectuals. 

In Iran, an unprecedent- 
ed number of new publica- 
tions have been licensed 
since reformist President 
Mohammad Khatami took 
office last August. Some 


have fallen foul of the 
hardline Islamic justice 
authorities and been 
forced to fold. 

Greater press freedom 
and public debate, includ- 
ing the authorisation of 
some demonstrations, 
have been major elements 
in a continuing power 
struggle between Khatami 
and hardliners. 

The president made a 
ringing call this week for 
press freedom and religion 
as core principles of the 
Islamic republic. 



8 Economy 


ABC Bahrain expected to buy 
26% of Housing Bank’s share 
in ABC (Jordan) for JD12m 


Saudi Arabia, Jordan 
reach initial accord 
on product specifications 


By Tarcq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times’ 

AMMAN — Tile Arab 
Banking Corporation 
(ABO in Bahrain is mosi 
likely 10 buy ilie Housing 
Bank’s share of ihe ABC 
branch in Amman under a 
big com raci riiul is expected 
10 he concluded at ilv slock 
markel Sal unlay, a broker 
n»ld l he Jordan Times Fri- 
day. 

Tlx? broker, who asked 
not in he named, sard ihe 
ABC main office in Mana- 
ma litis readied an agree- 
mem in buy ihe Housing 
Bank slum? "in ABC (Jor- 
dan). which amounts to 26 
per cem of ilie bank's eapi- 
lul in (Ik* Kingdom. 

He added ihui ihe cnniracl 
is expected in exceed JDI2 
million. 

Tlx? ABC headquarters in 
Bahrain has an 80 per cent 
equity of its branch in the 
Kingdom. The ABC's slum? 
price is JD2.25. 

Meanwhile, low turnout 
hv foreign investors ai ihe 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) led lo a slight 
decrease in tlx? stock 
exchange's turnover in tlx? 
past week compared to ihe 
previous week's figures. 

Tlx? weekly bulletin 
showed that last week’s 
turnover in die AFM 
amounted toJD8.1 million 
compared to JD14.3 mil- 
lion. or 42.9 per cem 
decrease. 

Tlx? number of shares that 
changed (lands totalled 3.6 
million. The average daily 
turnover was JD1.6 million 
compared to JD2.9 million 
in tlx? previous week. 

Naim Naqeeb. a broker at 
die AFM. said tiutl foreign 


investment involvement 
was partly fell at the AFM 
during the past week trad- 
ing. wliilt* most of the buy- 
ing was concluded by local 
investors. 

Mr. Naqeeb pointed out 
dial foreign investors 
focused on tlx? sliarcs of tlx? 
Arab Bank and (lie Housing 
Bank and did run pay much 
attention to other sectors. 

Tlx? general price index 
edged slightly down to 
l Ko.l points at tlx? end of 
last week t orn I so. 2 points 
at the end of tlte previous 
week. 

'The decline in tlx? prices 
of some companies led to 
tlx? decrease in rlx? general 
price index.” Mr. Naqeeb 
told tlx? Jordan Times. 

Tlv banking seetor 
received tlv bulk of the 
turnover, as it amounted to 
JD5.4 million, or 66.3 per 
cent, followed by tlv indus- 
trial sector with JD1.4 mil- 
lion, services sector with 
JD1.2 million (14.9 per 
cent! and finally tlv insur- 
ance sector with JD88.000. 
1.1 percent. 

Tlte bulletin indicated 
that tlv organised market 
received JD6.8 million 
wltile the parallel markel 
won JD1.3 million of the 
overall trading. 

Trading in Arab Bank 
sliares. tlv leading slum? in 
the stock exchange, 
received JD3.6 million of 
the total turnover. Tlv 
bank’s slum? price opened 
at JD218.5 and closed ai 
JD219.5. 

Tlv Housing Bank 
ranked second among the 
banks tliat drew tlv atten- 
tion of tlv investors with a 
turnover amounting to 
JD595.562 followed by the 


Middle East Investment 
Bank.JD37M.359. 

Trading in tlte indiLstrial 
sector focused on tlv Arab 
Pliarmaceutical Manufac- 
turing with a turnover 
amounting to JD265.302 
followed by tlv Arab 
Potash Company. 

JDl 57,600 and Jordan 
Cement Factories Compa- 
ny, JDl 42,285. 

Investors’ ;ii tention in tlv 
services sector focused on 
tlv Arab * Internal ion: 1 1 
Investment Education with 
a turnover of JD! 3 1.483 
followed by tlv Jordan 
Electric Power with a 
turnover amounting to 
JD66.961 and the National 
Portfolio Securities, 

JD20.733. 

Tlte activities in the insur- 
ance sector, the weakest 
among tlv four sectors, 
focused on tlv Jordan 
French Insurance with a 
turnover of JD37J586, tlv 
Arab Union International 
Insurance with a turnover 
amounting to JDl 7,253 and 
tlv United Insurance which 
received JDS, 775 of the 
total trading. 

Among tlv companies 
tliat drew ilv attention of 
the investors in the parallel 
market were tlv Century 
Investment Group, which 
won JD672230, followed 
by tlv Jordan Marketing 
Company, JDl 33.950 and 
Middle East Pharmaceuti- 
cal with a turnover amount- 
ing to JD85.484. 

Out of tlv 95 firms that 
changed luinds in ilv stock 
market, 1 5 companies 
recorded increase, 58 firms 
registered decrease wltile 
22 companies witnessed no 
change. 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan has 
won initial approval from 
Saudi Arabia lo accredit 
Ilv Institution of Standards 
and Metrology (ISM) with 
tlv authority to issue certi- 
fications of conform! I y for 
products destined to Saudi 
Arabia, a Ministry of 
Trade official said recent- 
ly. 

The decision was taken 
at a meeting held between 
Industry and Trade Minis- 
ter Haiti Muiki and his 
Saudi counterpart, Osama 
Fakech. on tlv sidelines of 
tlv “Quality Conference" 
wJiich Amman hosted lust 
month. 

At tlv meeting. Jordan 
asked for tlv formation of 
a tecluiicai committee to 
study the flow of Jordanian 
goods to Hie Saudi mar- 
kets. 

There were some issues 
concerning tlv flow of Jor- 
danian exports and Saudi 
imports between tlv two 
sides," said Samir Emeish, 
advisor at the ministry. 

Ho pointed out that Saudi 
Arabia has accredited 
other companies across tlv 
world to make sure tliat 
exports comply to Saudi 
standards. 

The company tliat 
inspects Jordanian exports 
to Saudi Arabia is based in 
Duhai, so when Jordan 
wants to export to Saudi 
Arabia, a representative 
from Dubai has to come lo 
JonJiui in order to submit 
tlv certification of confor- 
mity. Such a process costs 
so much money, lime and 
effort. 


Approval is only consid- 
ered "initial" because a 
technical committee sug- 
gested tlv accreditation. It 
will become final after a 
protocol is signed by tlv 
Jordanian aixfSaudi trade 
ministries. 

Tlv Saudis told us tliat 
tlv company based in 
Dubai Lias already ossigivd 
local inspectors to Jordan 
io Ivip Jordanians export 
products to Saudi Arabia," 
said Dr. Emeish. 

He said the Saudis point- 
ed out some minor viola- 
tions with regards to tlv 
Jordanian commodities 
entering Saudi markets, 
but indicated that dial any 
irrcgulitrities can he solved 
easily. 

Salem Khewi, tlv ISM 
deputy director general 
said Jordan lias submitted 
a draff proposal which 
emails Jiarmonising Jor- 
danian specifications with 
regards to the products to 
be exchanged between tlv 
two countries. 

The project aims to 
accredit tlv certifications 
of conformity from both of 
tlv Jordanian and Saudi 
standard institutions." said 
Mr. Kfvwi. He also added 
tliat tlv draft proposal is 
geared towards eliminating 
flv technical barriers 
regarding the flow of com- 
modities" between the two 
countries and to accredit 
laboratories. 

There will also be a lol- 
fow-up on training courses 
in both countries to 
upgrade Jordan’s products 
to compere with oilier 
products that enter tlv 
Saudi market," Mr. Khewi 
concluded. 


Kuwait, others ready for more oil output cuts 


KUWAIT lR) — Kuwait has 
said a ihirti roundof collective 
oil output cuts must be agreed 
if North Sea Brent crude 
failed io rise to S 1 7 a barrel by 
November. 

OPEC (Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries) ministers are scheduled 
to mcei in Vienna. Austria on 


Nov. 25. 

"Unless Brent is SI7 in 
early November we (all pro- 
ducers) will have to start mov- 
ing... we will have to cut pro- 
duction." Oil Minister Saud 
Nasser Al Sabah told 
reporters. 

He said S17 was his "break- 
point." adding that he would 


a world 
apart 

Practically »ajam 


Magic 
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personally get involved in a 
campaign aimed at cutting oil 
'supplies to a glutted market if 
the improve mem was not seen 
with the start of the winter 
season in the northern hemi- 
sphere. 

Shortly afterwards, a Gulf 
source told Reuters in Dubai 
that OPEC heavyweight 
Saudi Arabia and other oil 
producers were willing to cut 
output further if needed "pro- 
vided there is full adherence 
to the promised cuts." 

Qatar also supported the 
move. "Qatar can cut further 
if other producers divide 
unanimously to cut further but 
1 think the agreements 
reached earlier for two 
(rounds) of cuts should h? 
given some time to have an 


impact on the maiker.” a 
senior Qatari official told 
Reuters in reaction to Sheikh * 
Saud’s comments in Kywaii. . . 

North Sea dated Brcnl was 
trading Wednesday at around 
$1X60 a barrel. 

"You know me. I am 
inclined towards cuts. We 
have to cut the amount." said 
Sheikh Saud. who assumed 
his post in March. He has 
called OPEC's November 
accord in Indonesia to raise 
the ceiling a "mistake” which 
should not be repeated. 

Key Arab Gulf states, 
including Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait, have already cut their 
output twice this year in an 
attempt to restore world oil 
prices which are still dose to 
their lowest level in 10 years. 


Together with Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates, 
"Kuwait makes upJtri influ? rA 
tiaj Arab Gulf bloc within the 
1 1 -member group. 

Sheikh Saud has previously 
said that what mattered to 
Kuwait was price levels in the 
market rather than production. 

"No way, of course we will 
have to cut,” the Kuwaiti min- 
ister said when asked of 
OPEC’s options if prices 
failed to recover from 10-year 
lows. 

OPEC agreed at the Jakarta 
meeting to raise the overall 
ceiling try about 10 per cent to 
27.5 million barrels per day 
(pbd) from Jan. I but decided 
on two rounds of cuts of a 
total X6 million bpd since to 
help boost prices. 



Cormnod 


Coffee (cribs) 
Cocoa ($/ton) 
Sugar ($/ton) 
Wheat (SftonJ 
Soya (c/lbs) 

Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley (ftbsh) 
Rica (S/ton) 


Malaysia spells out priorities, blasts media 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
Malaysia’s government 
spelled out its top economic 
priorities and launched a 
scathing attack on -the media 
for its coverage of the A shin 
economic crisis. 

A senior minister said Kuala 
Lumpur's chief aims were to 
stabilise the ringgit, build 
business confidence and 
attract foreign direct invest- 


THE Daily Crossword EcGtad by Wayne Robert Williams 
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ACROSS 
1 Counterfeit 
5 Olympian 
Louganis 
9 Data display 

14 Mrs. Dithers of 
■Blondie* 

15 Seedy bar 

16 Blooper 

17 Against pref. 

18 Gets an A 

19 Give off 

20 Meat cut 

21 Swede's steed 
23 Primps 

25 One-and-only 

26 For Pete's I 

28 Sappho's 

birthplace 
33 Rat boats 
36 Vigoda and 


39 Grow less 

40 God of Islam 

41 Magbe of 


42 Chop into tiny 
bits 

43 Yankee Berra 

44 Wagers 

45 Donkeys 

46 Golfer's posture 
48 Sale-lag 

disclaimer 
50 Speak roughly 
53 Stood fluid 
57 Saddam 

Hussein's doth 
62 Bondsman's 
outlay 

83 Dunderheads 

64 Destroy 

65 _ tog 

66 Classic song 

67 Cinder ending 17 

68 Lead player 

69 Abrupt 
transitions 

70 Vertical surface 

71 Posted 

DOWN 

1 Head skin 

2 Peer 
recognition 

3 Band-leader 
Shaw 

4 Bangor beau 

5 Danzig lo 

residents 


BHHaaa 



menis. 

The general thrust of the 
various policy measure's 
recently adopted hy the gov- 
ernment was to restore- busi- 
ness confidence and lum the 
economy around. Minister for 
Special Functions Daim Zain- 
uddinsaid. 

Mr. Zainuddin told a semi- 
nar on the media’s role in the 
economic crisis that the 




impact oflhesc measures may 
not be felt immediately since 
monetary and exchange rale 
policies often take six lo 18 
months lo show results. 

"However. Malaysia's 
macroeconomic prospects for 
1998 and tvyond is also 
dependent on external factors 
beyond our control, such :is 
the health of the al! -important 
Japanese economy,’’ he added. 


By Eugene B. Puffenberger 
Boston, VA 


6 Puerto 

7 Civil Rights 
martyr 

B Painter's base 

9 Snicker 

10 Jason's ship 

11 Rabbit* 

12 Defeat 

13 Art deco 
designer 

22 Pipe bends 

24 The Face is 
Familiar* poet 

27 Facilrfy 

29 Alpine chasm 

30 Prohibits 

31 Formerly 

32 Catches sight 
Of 

33 Comments 

34 Blood mass 

35 Gymnast 
Korbut 

37 5tep up to the 
plate 

38 *Bom Free* 
lioness 

42 Flexible armor 

44 Vulture's tod 
47 Turning points 


□dqq b mu nid □□□□ 
□QEHQ BEJCH3D 013 130 
□□□anaanDLi bobo 
□□□BE □□GH3DB 
□QQHDQQ QEDEDBB 
000E1BE BOBBED m 
□□□□13 □□□□□ O00 
□□QD □□□□□ □□□□ 

□□□ QaQBCI □□□HE 
BEH312E0 BS0HEE 
□□□□BEE 0QDBDHS 

aaunaa bodbei 

□E3EB EEDQEBC30QQ 
□HBGJ BEEBE □□□£■ 
nnmn hheEB BDEH3 




“Would you rather be married to an 
interesting person with stupid opinons 
or a dull person with no opinions?" 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


49 Of the 
backbone 

51 Sccdding 
woman 

52 Prentiss or 
Abdul 

54 Fry lighlfy 

55 La Scab 
location 


58 On the qul vfve 

57 Golden calf, for 
example 

58 Part in a play 

59 ‘Paper Lion* 
star 

60 Trademark 
swab 

61 Murder 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and Mfto ArgWon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as .sug- 
gested by the above cartoon.- 


PrlntMsmr here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbtes: GRAVE VYING CASKET. ARCADE 
Answer: What the cook gave hte apprentice — 
-SAGE- ADVICE 
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Director of budget department sees 1999 
estimated budget not exceeding JD2.4 billion 


** ABDUL RAHMAN Ajlouni. 
the director general of the 
Department of General Budget, 
does not expect the 1999 estimat- 
ed budget to exceed JD2.4 billion 
of which JD2S0 million will be 
the budgets of independent public 
institutions. Mr. Ajlouni indicated 
that the department will start dis- 
cussing the budgets with the min- 
istries'” and government depart- 
ments and public institutions by 
the middle of this month in light 
of the Prime Minister’s commu- 
nique and in line with the regula- 
tions related to this matters. 

Mr. Ajlouni pointed out that the 
1999 budget will treat the imbal- 
ance in the growth rates which 
appeared this year noting that the 
economic adjustment programme 
which was begun in 1993 will be 
completed this year. 

According to the instructions for 
preparing the 1999 budget, the 
main features are to move towards 
implementing the decentralisation 
process as the governors were 
asked to start preparing the draft 
budget of their governorates not 
later than Aug. 15. 1998 in order 
to be able to present the necessary 
financial plan to the Parliament a 
month before the beginning of the 
fiscal year. 

The communique stressed the 
directives of the 1999-2003 eco- 
nomic and social five-year plan 


within the framework of adher- 
ence to the economic reform poli- 
cies and self-reliance in addition 
to staying within the targeted band 
of deficit to gross domestic prod- 
uct. Furthermore, the budget aims 
at reducing the unjustified subsi- 
dies by reconsidering retrieving 
the costs from the well-off people 
and helping the public institutions 
which receive support from the 
treasury to depend on its own 
resources. 

Mr. Ajlouni outlined other key 
instructions contained in the com- 
munique especially controlling 
expenditure at the minimum levef, 
reducing recurrent spending, con- 
centrating on completing infra- 
structure projects as well as social 
services and social productivity 
programme projects in addition to 
ensuring the capability to execute 
capital projects. 

Finally, the instructions required 
limiting purchases of equipment 
and machinery, reducing transport 
and other allowances, halting 
appointments in all vacant posts 
from the beginning of December 
1998 and not opening any new 
posts for 1999. That entail not 
budgeting any allocations for new 
employees (A1 Aswaq). 


HOROSCOPE 




FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, AUGUST 1, 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) The moon's in Scorpio, 
tiie sign of the manipulator. You don’t always get along 
with that type, unless lx* or six' is on your team. If you 
don’t have one, this mi gin lie a good lime to recruit one. 
Get someone wlx> knows what they re doing so you can 
fight tire with tire or water with water, m this case. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You generally make up 
your mind and stick toil. Unfortunately, so do those with 
diflercnr ideas. They like to think tliey’re open minded, 
but that's only if you go along witluwliat they suggest. 
The same could be said of you. If you can work togeth- 
er, you could find a solution that will please everybody. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You’re probably watching 
two powerful adversaries u> see which one will win so you 
know which way to move. Thai's not a bad idea. Your spe- 
ciality is communications and they might need some coach- 
ing in that area. Do what you can, but don't get in the mid- 
dle of an argument that doesn’t concern you. 

CANCER: (June 22 ro July 21 ) Don’t he side-tracked by 
a person who wants you to spend more money titan you 
can afford. You don’t need to pay retail for something 
you could buy wholesale. You’re one of the shrewdest 
bargains on the planet, so be patient and hold out for a 
deal you can lee! good about. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) This could be a tough day 
for you. You’re not going to get everything you want 
when you want it. You’re going to run into resistance 
every step of rite way. Now that you know, perhaps you 
can plan aiicad. If you plan to work on a building project, 
definitely measure three or four times before you cut 
anything. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You’re finding il 
easier to learn, so tills would be a good day to study. You 
might have a difficult time gening enough peace and 
quiet to go over ilic material, however. Instead, you have 
to finish a project for someone else. The sooner you 
complete tlx' project, tlx* more time you’ll have for your 
stuff. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Hold on to your 
money no matter what. Your friends want you to spend 
il, and that s not a g»xki. idea Some of them can afford to 
do tilings you can’t. If you can talk them into doing what 
you can afford, everything will work out fine- The best 
things in life ;ire free, you know. Remind ilieni of ihai. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) It seems like you 
have lo fight tooth and nail for every concession today. 
Everybody wants in argue, and nobody seems willing to go 
along with you. Well, you’re tough enough lo handle this. If 
you’re right about whatever it is you wain, you should lv 
aWc to convince the others. Give it a trv. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
There's pressure on you, but you can handle it. You know 
just what to do — you side-step it. It’s a great tactical 
manoeuvre, used widely in tlx* martial tins. Lei the other 
people exhaust tlremseives with competition while you 
slip off n> do something else. Don’t worry about who s 
tlx tousliesi, just he the smartest. 

CAPRICORN: (Deeemivr 22 to January 20) This is a 
fine time for playing with fricitds, except for one prob- 
lem: You don’t Iiavc enough money to d»> whnt your 
friends want to do. Well, guess wfmi? T!x*y don’t Jiau* 
enough money either. You can conic up with an allenxt- 
tive Jut’s fun and cheap and you’ll all have a wonderful 
lime. Go for it. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2J in fthruary 19) Tlic sun's in 
•Leo, tlx' ukiou's in Scorpio, your sun sign is Aquarius 
and Saturn is in Taurus — ijiere’s four out of four oi tlie 
Fixed signs. Tliat means filings will move very slowly 
today. You’ll run into opposiiion almosi everywhere you 
turn and hassles are predicted. Proceed with caution. 
RemcmlxT wlial vou’ve learned ilmuiglioxpcrieiKv. 
ttSCKS: (R-bniaiy 2n to March 2 if) Tlx* sun is in U'o 
and tlx moon is in Scorpio. With your sun sign of Pisces. 
mvems and Mars in Cancer, you have a Gr.uid Trine 
in Water signs. Tliat ’s like having three of kind in poker. 
•You Iiavc an unseen advantage, so pui on a poker lace 
and use it wisely. 

Birth stone of August; Peridot — < »o!dcn Quartz 


Major oil 
firm set up 
in Suez 


CAIRO (AFP) — A private 
oil firm with capital of 
S301 million lias been set 
up in Sue/ city to produce 
and refine pel rolcum prod- 
uas. Egypt's General 
Authority for Free Zones 
and Investments (GAFI) 
has said. 

The Egypt Company for 
Petroleum Production will 
have an issued capital of 
1.02 billion pounds (S301 
million), an authorised cap- 
ital of 2.04 billion pounds 
(S6QI.5 million), and 
investment costs of 2.39 
billion pounds (S705 mil- 
lion), the staic-run GAFI 
said in a statement. 

“The company’s main 
activity will be to refine 
and produce petroleum 
products,” it said. 

Tlx firm is based in tlx 
city of Suez. 135 kilome- 
tres cast of Cairo. 

Several hanks, private 
firms and shareholders 
Iiavc a stake in the new 
company, including 

Egypt’s National Bank. 
Misr Bank and Alexandria 
B;ink. GAR chairman 
Ibrahim Faw/i sat J. 
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222.000 


191.000 ARAB BAKE 

17.9 

.31 

170 

16S50 

3632J70 218.50 220.50 216.50 219.50 * 

1.00 219.479 

.188 

5 


i.cao 


1.620 JQft.Kanoux, BO. 

13.3 

4.27 

34 

223611 

368078 

1-65 

1.66 1.64 

1.64 - 

.01 

1.646 

.532 
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3.100 


3-100 CAIRO Uni BUR 

6.2 

5.00 

3 

7000 

21000 

3.10 

3.00 3.00 

3.00 - 

.10 

3.000 

.070 

3 


1.K4Q 


1.290 BAKE OF JQBHAH 

- 

0.00 

29 

1673S1 

217205 

1.30 

1.30 1.13 

1.13 - 

.17 

1.298 

.797 

4 


1.000 


.090 KIP. EAST tn.n. 

69.0 

o.ao 

179 

350700 

378359 

1.00 

1.12 1.02 

1.05 * 

.05 

1.079 

3.507 

5 


1.970 


1.550 XHXKDUAZ. BEV.HZ. 

11.0 

6.60 

33 

26512 

41436 

1.5C 

1.57 1.56 

1.57 * 

.01 

1.563 

.110 

S 


1.200 


2.C60 THE BOUEUO BE. 

19.0 

3.19 

431 

191446 

S95562 

3.00 

3.24 3.00 

3.13 «■ 

.13 

3.1X1 

.191 





1.030 M.BKUr SMK 

.9 

0.00 

20 

55749 

103137 

1.07 

1.06 1.15 

1.85 - 


1.850 

.372 

5 




.640 JQH.aDLF UK 

- 

0.00 

23 

19950 

12524 

.65 

.64 .62 

.62 - 

.03 

.628 

.100 

4 


- 2.400 


2.420 ARM JOR.ZKV.BE. 

45.5 

2.23 

2 

500 

1150 

3.48 

2.36 2.24 

2.24 - 

.24 

2.300 

.001 

2 


1.000 


1.730 JQB.ISLIKZC BAKE 

17.7 

0.00 

37 

16320 

20502 

1.70 

1.77 J.)2 

1.73 - 

.05 

1.746 

.074 

5 


1.410 


1.400 JOB. XKT.rZO. BAKE 

23.0 

3.23 

11 

19507 

29904 

1.59 

1.57 1.50 

1.55 - 

.04 

1.537 

.098 

3 




.830 BKXT.AX.-mZ. (Btim) 

4.0 

0.00 

4 

1150 

953 

.07 

.83 .82 

.02 - 

.05 

.029 

.058 

2 


2.259 


2.100 ARM RAOKIKO CO. 

23.6 

0.00 

3 

256 

565 

3,15 

3.25 2.25 

2.25 4 

.10 

2.207 

.001 
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index man i 291 

43 

CHARGE 14 

0.C3X 




2.200 


2.200 owzTto masAHCE 

39.9 

0.00 

2 

2625 

5775 

2.20 

2.20 2.20 

2.20 


2 . 200 

.131 

1 



1.500 


1.450 JERUSALEM USSR. 

9.0 

5-52 

2 

1215 

1762 

1.45 

1.45 1.45 

1.45 


1.450 

.045 

1 



2.770 


2.450 JOE TRENCH EKOOR. 

7.5 

9.29 

21 

14000 

37586 

2.72 

2.69 2.50 

2 .69 - 

.03 

2.685 

.636 

4 



1.130 


1.120 HOLY UMD USSR. 

0.7 

0.00 

5 

3750 

4340 

1.10 

1.16 I.tS 

X.I6 4 

.03 

1.Z57 

.187 

3 



1.4 SO 


1.390 JORDAN ODUT USSR. 

- 

0.00 

3 

334 

464 

1.39 

1.40 1.37 

1.40 4 

.01 

1.389 

.015 

2 



1.070 


1.070 ARAB OKI .XKTZm USSR. 

10.7 

3.74 

3 

16124 

17253 

1.07 

1.07 1.07 

1.07 • 

- 

1.070 

.806 

1 

1 
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1.400 


1.500 JOR.EUSCZRZC PUR, 

9.9 

5.39 

04 

43640 

66961 

2.53 

1.54 1.52 

1.53 

_ 

1.534 

.218 

5 


2. GOO 


2.150 3BBXD ELECTRIC XTT 

16.4 

3.77 

7 

750 

1990 

2.60 

2.70 2.62 

2.65 4 

.05 

2.653 

.025 

4 


1.040 


.900 KATT.. PORTFOLIO 

37.5 * 

0.00 

23 

21750 

20733 

.98 

.97 .93 

.94 - 

.04 

.953 

.435 

5 


.010 


.010 RIAL *—■»*!— XKV. 

15.9 

0.00 

1 

100 

■ 1 

.11 

.01 .81 

.81 


.810 

.002 

1 

£ 

.370 


.350 JORUM ZKTL.TSAO. 

- 

0.00 

4 

4500 

1530 

.35 

.34 .34 

.34 - 

.01 

.360 

.132 

2 


C.000 


5.950 AUt&'Z 

0.7 

7.02 

1 

SO 

205 

6.00 

5.70 5.70 

5.70 - 

.30 

5.700 

.002 

1 


2.030 


1.980 ARAB XKXL.ZBV.EDOC. 

9.0 

2.03 

32 

65270 

131403 

2.01 

2.02 1.97 

1.97 - 

.04 

2.014 

.322 

5 


.020 


,M0 Um EDOCA3TOK 

20.0 

o.ao 

17 

23150 

22033 

.09 

.91 .09 

.90 4 

.01 

.900 

.223 

3 


1.430 


1.390 KK1F10U CO. 

5.9 

0.27 

13 

8500 

11449 

1.39 

1.30 1.30 

1.33 - 

.06 

1.347 

.170 
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a z s v 

Z 
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202 

157710 

246344 

INDEX 

BOMBER I 111 

.24 

CHANGE 1- 

1.143 



2.170 


1.090 JOB. CXHXKT net. 

11.0 

5.91 

L36 

75654 

142285 

1.10 

2.00 1.85 

1.86 - 

.04 

1 .881 

.125 

5 


2.300 


1.900 JOR. PHOSPHATE MUXS 

19.4 

0.00 

14 

6610 

12334 

1.90 

1.18 1.80 

1.B3 - 

.07 

1.166 

.015 

3 


5. COO 


4.900 ARAB POTASS CO. 

24.1 

4.00 

10 

32050 

157600 

4.95 

4.95 4.90 

4.90 - 

.05 

4.917 

.038 

1 


10.150 


10.510 JOR. PEXROL.RZFZBASK 

10.4 

0.20 

55 

3017 

32195 

10.73 

10.75 10.60 

10.73 

- 

10.671 

.047 

5 


4. 750 


4.500 JORDAH XASKXBO 

7.6 

0.51 

C 

679 

3104 

4.65 

4.70 4.50 

4.70 4 

.05 

4.571 

.068 

4 


1.220 


l.OCO MQQLOK USUSatZES 

11.2 

7.07 

1 

250 

253 

1.04 

1.01 1.01 

1.01 - 

.05 

1.012 

.018 

1 


1.1SO 


i.ooo nDonuu cohm.aoe. 

67.9 

0.00 

20 

11441 

13400 

1.16 

1.18 1.15 

1.15 - 

.01 

1.171 

.229 

5 


C.3O0 


5.9d0 JOR. WORSTED KILLS 

0.1 

3.23 

4 

8950 

55490 

6.20 

6.20 6.20 

6.20 


6.200 

.224 

2 


2.720 


2.430 ARAB PHAJUC. BAHT. 

7.1 

2.92 

206 

103724 

265302 

2.65 

7.69 2.52 

2.57 - 

.00 

2.558 

.576 

5 


1.630 


1.630 JOR. CERAMIC XBD. 

6.7 

6.45 

1 

500 

775 

1.61 

1.55 1.55 

1.55 - 

.08 

1.550 

.010 

1 


2.010 


2. 750 JORDAH DAIRY 

6.1 

10.10 

3 

8374 

23029 

2.76 

2.75 2.75 

2.75 - 

.01 

2.750 

.479 

1 


2.320 


1.900 JOR. TAPER CARDllD. 

9.9 

0.00 

9 

259* 

4*47 

1.90 

1.81 1.75 

1.75 - 

.15 

1.754 

.086 

4 


7.090 


6.600 ARAB CHEN. CHUBB. 

7.0 

7.08 

12 

1850 

12941 . 

6.60 

7.06 6.85 

7.06 4 

.46 

6.995 

.278 

4 


9.300 


4.700 OAR ALDAM& D7.ZKV. 

6.3 

6.6B 

9 

3890 

70550 

5.35 

5.34 9.20 

5.24 - 

.11 

5.293 

.065 

4 


1.900 


1.010 ABAB AUM.IHD. 

13.4 

13.81 

11 

2650 

4852 

1.81 

1.86 1.80 

1.81 

- 

1.831 

.044 

3 


.450 



14.5 

0.00 

35 

16550 

15742 

.44 

.44 .43 

.43 - 

.01 

.431 

1.108 

5 


3.400 


3.250 SEHERAL UVESUEBZ 

16.0 

2.72 

IS 

32610 

115490 

3.40 

3.68 3.40 

3.68 4 

.28 

3.542 

.466 

4 


.010 


.010 ARAB PAVER COH V. TAD. 

23. S 

0.00 

1 

200 

154 

.01 

.77 .77 

.77 - 

.04 

.770 

.006 

1 


.500 


.460 HATIOBAL STEEL DID. 

- 

0.00 

1 

100 

44 

.46 

.44 .44 

.44 - 

.02 

.440 

.003 

1 


.400 


.450 MATIOKAL IB OS- 


0.00 

5 

8300 

3669 

.46 

.45 .44 

.44 - 

.02 

.442 

.135 

2 


.420 


.390 urauiED.PEZEo.caEM. 

- 

0.00 

1 

250 

98 

.40 

.39 .39 

.39 - 

.01 

.392 

.006 

1 


1.000 


.960 OKIV.CBEK. ZHOS. 

S.fl 

9. 10 

10 

Z650 

L462 

.96 

.95 .86 

.86 - 

.10 

.886 

.110 

J 


.910 


.070 HATL. CABLE HZBE.MFAC 

37.5 

0.00 

SB 

29900 

24499 

.87 

.87 .79 

.80 - 

.07 

.819 

.399 

5 


.550 


.510 JOR. SOLPHO— CHEM 

9.7 

0.00 

4 

1150 

594 

.52 

.52 .51 

.51 - 

.01 

.517 

.026 

3 


1.310 


1.220 ARAB PHAHM.C8EH. 

13.0 

4.00 

28 

26700 

33162 

1.26 

1.26 1.24 

1.25 - 

.01 

1.242 

.534 

5 


.410 


.400 nmtR ISVEST. 

- 

0.00 

26 

22050 

8861 

.40 

.42 .39 

.39 - 

.01 

.402 

1.103 

4 


.030 


.000 DKIV. HOM.UDS. 

12.0 

0.00 

56 

49850 

37842 

.80 

.80 .74 

.75 - 

.05 

.759 

.831 

5 


.500 


.500 JOR.IHDB.RESOPBCES 

- 

0.00 

23 

23750 

12543 

.51 

.54 .52 

.54 

- 

.528 

.297 

3 


1.310 


1.200 RAIL. CHL08XHE 

0.6 

8.20 

2 

750 

918 

1.24 

1.23 1.22 

1.22 - 

.02 

1.324 

.010 

2 


.790 


•700 JOR. HEW CABLE CO. 

10.6 

13.33 

23 

20750 

15569 

.76 

.76 .75 

.75 - 

.01 

.750 

.259 

4 


1.300 


1.240 XL -SAY BEADY HEAR 

42.6 

0.00 

4 

400 

492 

1.25 

1.25 1.21 

1.21 - 

.04 

1.230 

.005 

3 


1.0G0 


l.DOO UHL. TOBACCO 

7.0 

5.03 

24 

20694 

20736 

1.01 

1.01 1.00 

1.00 - 

.01 

1.002 

.172 

3 


.090 


.030 JORDAH STEEL 

9.5 

0.24 

40 

44196 

37735 

.88 

• .87 .84 

.85 - 

.03 

.854 

.295 

4 


.GOO 


.560 RID. EAST COMPLEX 

10.7 

0.00 

28 

41000 

23830 

.59 

.59 .58 

.59 

- 

.581 

.186 

5 


1151 

STRIAX. SECTOR 



881 

623081 

1102090 

INDEX 

HUMBER > 88.28 

CHANGE 1- 

1.601 



OSAO 

D 

TOTAL 



2X00 

1915449 


INDEX HUMBER 1 180.17 

CHANCE 1- 

0.03 s 



jRIHG TEE LIST COM* AlfY HAKE 

P/E 

orv 

HO. OF 

HO. OF 

VALUE OPEKHINC 

HIGH LOW 

CLOSING 

CHANGE 

AVERAGE TURNOVER 

HO. OF 


3 WEEKS 




CONTRACT 

SHARES 

TRADED 

PRICE 


PRICE 


MARKET SHARES 

UADZHG 


HIGH 


LOW 




EXECUTED 

JD 





PRICE 


DAYS 


.330 


.900 EXPORT G PIN.BNX.75Z 

1C. 5 

0.00 

6 

2542 

1717 

.93 

.93 .29 

.B9 - 

.04 

.675 

.013 

3 


1.000 


1.000 JaR.UT.ZKSORMCE CO 

- - 

0.00 

1 

1000 

1000 

1.00 

1.00 1.00 

1.00 

- 

1.000 

.025 

1 


1.000 


1.000 ARAB GERMANY INS. CO. 

- 

0.00 

2 

20000 

20000 

1.00 

1.00 1.00 

1.00 

- 

1.000 

.400 

2 


.170 


.200 CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

- 

0.00 

1 

100 

39 

.37 

.39 .39 

.39 4 

.02 

.390 

.003 

1 


.460 


.430 JOR. TRADE FAC. 

- 

0.00 

13 

19250 

8289 

.44 

.44 .43 

.44 

- 

.431 

.458 

5 


1.780 


1.410 JORDAN BASKETING CO. 

- 

0.00 

1 

95000 

133950 

1.41 

1.41 1.41 

1.41 

- 

1.410 

6.333 

1 


.320 


.290 ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

- 

0.00 

38 

52426 

15198 

• 30 

.30 .28 

.29 - 

.01 

.290 

.534 

S 


.520 


.520 ONI OB XHV. 

- 

0.00 

16 

45338 

23200 

.52 

.52 .51 

.51 - 

.01 

.512 

.412 

4 


1.250 


1.020 XARA FOR INVESTMENT 

70.8 

0.00 

1 

1000 

1080 

1.08 

1.08 1.08 

1.08 

- 

1.080 

.003 

1 


.700 


.640 AL-DAMLIYAB 

37.4 

0.00 

13 

33320 

22143 

.64 

.68 .64 

.64 

- 

.665 

.238 

5 


: .ooo 


1.000 AL-SHARQ IHV.CO. 

352.1 

0.00 

8 

56850 

56850 

1.00 

1.00 1,00 

1.00 

- 

1.000 

.632 

3 


1.000 


1.000 ARAB JOR. INVEST. CO. 

17.0 

5.00 

2 

20000 

19900 

1.00 

1.00 .99 

1.00 

- 

.995 

.200 

1 


1.160 


1.160 SFKXAUZ1D JQR.75E 

70.9 

o.ao 

3 

20000 

18200 

1.16 

1.16 1.16 

1.16 

- 

.910 

.500 

3 


1.410 


1.250 CENTURY MV. GROUP 

- 

o.oo 

55 

505750 

672230 

1.33 

1.33 1.20 

1.20 - 

.13 

1.329 

7.024 

5 


.380 


.360 ARAB FOOD 6 MED. 

- 

0.00 

14 

17176 

5890 

.36 

.35 .33 

.33 - 

.03 

.343 

.491 

3 


.290 


.260 ARAB raTL.IBV.TRD. 

27.6 

0.00 

21 

29000 

7000 

.26 

.26 .24 

.24 - 

.02 

.241 

.580 

4 


.110 


.100 JOR. MBS. BATCH- JEHCO ■ 

- 

0.00 

1C 

45850 

5304 

.11 

.12 .21 

.12 4. 

.01 

.117 

2.697 

4 


.290 


.260 RAIL. TEXTILE 

5000.0 

0.00 

6 

4200 

1050 

.26 

.25 .25 

.25 - 

.01 

.250 

.168 

1 


.650 


.600 MIDEAST PHARX. 901 

- 

0.00 

65 

166200 

85484 

■ 62 

.63 .60 

.63 4 

.01 

.514 

1.749 

5 


.350 


.350 ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

- 

0.00 

2 

1078 

377 

.35 

.35 .35 

.35 

- 

.350 

.018 

1 


1.730 


1.560 UNION TOBACCO 87. 5* 

10.6 

7.49 

10 

6450 

10123 

1.73 

1.73 1.64 

1.67 - 

.06 

1.569 

.129 

3 


.610 


.570 RAZZ PHARH. 

- 

o.oo 

11 

53350 

30903 

.59 

.58 .57 

.5B - 

.01 

.579 

.534 


■9 

.630 


.590 ADVANCED PHARMA. HID. 

- 

0.00 

59 

51375 

29895 

.59 

.60 .57 

.59 

- 

.582 

.642 

5 

n 

.250 


.230 MBS- ENG. 

- 

0.00 

30 

55300 

12276 

.23 

.23 .22 

.22 - 

.01 

.222 

.790 


u 

• 400 


.390 ZXDS. CERAMIC 

10.0 

0.00 

6 

5250 

1995 

.39 

.38 .38 

.38 - 

.01 

.380 

.131 


n 

.420 


.320 PEARL SAM. P. COHV. 

- 

0.00 

36 

169015 

64208 

.39 

.38 .37 

.38 - 

.01 

.380 

4.225 



.540 


.530 HAIL. POOL3KY 

- 

0.00 

11 

35100 

18475 

.53 

.53 .52 

.52 - 

.01 

.526 

.351 

2 


.680 


.580 KAS.ALOHUiaH. 

31.7 

0.00 

52 

52 147 

33071 

.65 

.65 .63 

.64 - 

.01 

.634 

.579 

5 


.980 


.860 NUTRXDAR 

2169.9 

0.00 

7 

1850 

1563 

.89 

.86 .83 

.83 - 

.06 

.845 

.046 

2 


.750 


.740 AL-EKBAL MUfTIXS CO 

11.0 

10.52 

23 

23150 

13674 

.74 

.74 .72 

.72 - 

.02 

.591 

.289 

4 


.800 


.750 MDDSPUS FOOD XBD. CO. 

- 

0.00 

3 

4250 

3315 

.78 

.78 .78 

.78 

- 

.780 

.185 

3 


.390 


-360 NAXL. HOLT. ERG. K&KXCO 

- 

0.00 

42 

68135 

24528 

.37 

.36 .36 

.36 - 

.01 

.360 

.227 

5 


GK \ I 

D 

TOTAL 



574 

1641452 

1343013 










tO. OF DAYS TRADED 
DAILY AVERAGE OF TRADING VOLUME 
nn -T,Y AVERAGE OF w^ pn ) j pttW* 
3AXLY AVERAGE OT COH3XACTS 


5 

268,603 

332,290 

113 



J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketpla ce *** Jordan Marketplace 


DA.IAM jewellers. " A Symphony of Style 



Amra Forum Ho-ol, 

Phono 

1C 

Amman - Cairo - Bin 

5527118 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

592(®05/592<ffi09/079-3(K)07 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 




OwaBt ygn/fcgdfgwites 

*Or» « Two Bedrooms 

*0etty & 

Long Slay * Reasons We Rates 
5th Circle 

Tri.. 5692672 - Fax: 567455! 

c -trail ■ crywaJ#? gnjaxnje 



Sbmetsani - Opposite 
Grtndterys Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweffiehTet: 822891 



V ¥ 

11 

Smmses-Uaifter-Peni 
awwiYWW » » - w v a r . v v — —r qy" . v — v 

■ ‘Cl'istiC/ 

YtR 54CE 


Visit Us At 

www.vtpaTOb.comMpfiifi 


jSha&ui InVI Group - Abdoun{ 
Noair American Emfe*ssy 
Tat : SS33BS4 - Fax : 593308$ 


S 


,, FOR 
| RENT 


^lANA]\f . 

TECHNICAL 

vZTAL wobss. 

Supplier* of High 
Otahi> W«ding Maciiari. )8 
Ft fc«s. ^ 

sed A*KSfont> zr 

Hmc. i ifMClit S iJty iqofiff'*! 
ukiJw for iMKWtMti 
d «tMi (ou»ueOm 



MIRAMAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

Special Summer 
Lodging Rates 

Single Room JD15 j 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 

1^03^143^41 
Fax: 0312014339 



T 




L'd&ter Restaurant 


Abdoun 5929564 





Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


|S| SflNflBEL 

Rea instate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A Hsjarat Complex 

xet 5884230 -5865167 
Mobrfe. 079/37588 


24-HOUR TAX! SERVICE 


AflRJVESAfEANDSeOJfiE 
JWTC&1E, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
A1RC0HDTTKMNG 
MOBILE TELE-HOKES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 













io Sports 



Bo Hamburger of Denmark answers reporters prior to the start of the 19th stage of 
tiic Tour dc France cycling race between La Chaux-de-Fonds, Switzerland, and 
Autun. eastern France. Friday. July 31 ( AP Photo) 


Tour de France 

TVM team withdraws 


LA CHAUX-DE-FONDS. 
Switzerland (AFPj — Tlx* 
five remaining members of 
the T\'M team Friday with- 
drew iron] ilk* scandal - 
[aimed Tour de France with 
just three stages left. 

Tlie TVM squad members 
are to be imer\ icucd by 
police in Reims on Monday 
in connection with ongoing 
inquiries into [lie illegal use 
of drugs by riders. 

Tlte five riders — Sergei 
Ivanov. Sergei Oulschakov. 
Sloven de Joneli. Servais 
Knaven and Ban Vnskamp 
— withdrew before die start 
of Friday's 19ih stage from 
La Cliaux-de- Funds 10 
Autun in France. A sixth 
TVM rider. Jenxni 
Blijle veils, pulled out of tlte 
Tour during Thursday's 
stage. 

TVM team director Guido 
Van Calster issued a state- 
ment on belutlf of the riders 
saving the TVM team Itad 
been exhausted by die 
events of recent weeks. 

“All the rider* on the 


TVM team Iiavc decided 
not to take pan in die 19th 
stage of die Tour de 
France." die statement said. 
“We are not menially or 
physically capable of fin- 
ishing the Tour. U was deci- 
sion taken by the riders 
alone." 

Only 14 of the 21 teams 
that ’started the blighted 
Tour now remain and' only 
87 riders — less than lialf 
die original field — set out 
on the 242km stage. 

Tlx? Festinu team were 
e jeered from the Tour alter 
die pertbmiance-euliaiKing 
dnig EPO was found in a 
car driven by die teams 
physiotherapist. 

Several mcmlvrs of die 
FeMitut team Imve subse- 
quent ly admitted to using 
illegal drugs. 

Rodolfo Massi, the former 
King of the Mountains 
leader, was meanwliile 
Friday morning released 
from po! icc custody in 
Giambery. along widi 
ONCE team doctor Nicolas 


Terrados. 

Both hud been inter- 
viewed by police since 
Wednesday night. Drugs 
had been found in Massi s 
room after a search on 
Wednesday night, prosccu- 
tors said. 

Massi. who lias denied 
taking drugs. initi;dly 
refused to submit a test 
sample, but subsequently 
relented. The results, 
according to Lille’s assis- 
tant public prosecutor 
Gerald Vimoiineau. will not 
he known until September. 

Marc Madiot. sporting 
director of the La Fraixaisc 
des Jeux team, was also 
interviewed by police on 
Thursday, but was later 
released. 

The ONCE. Banesto. 
Kelme. Riso-Scotli and 
Vimlicin teams liad all pre- 
viously withdrawn from the 
Tour in protest at the tactics 
of police imesti gating the 
use of pcrformance-cnliaix- 
ing drugs. 



O' crall leader Marco Pantsuit of Italy grimaces as he arrives for the start of the 19th 
stage of the Tour dc France cycling race between I^a Chaux-dc- Funds. Switzerland, 
and Aufun. eastern France ( AP Photo I 


MLB RESULTS 


American League 



Baltimore 

6 

Detroit 

4 

Kiinsas City 

7 

Minnesota 

3 

Oti kl and 

6 

Boston 

5 

Toronto 

1 

Texas 

0 

NY Yankees 

3 

Anaheim 

0(10 Innings) 

Cleveland 

9 

Seattle 

8 (17 innings} 

National League 



Florida 

4 

Hou.sron 

3 

Montreal 

12 

San Francisco 

6 

Ari«»tu 


Chicago Cubs 

O 

Liis Angeles 

3 

PiiiUxtelpliia 

\ 

San Diego 

3 

NY Mcv 

l (10 Innings) 

Si Louis 

3 

Milwaukee 

2 

Ailanui 

13 

Ondmusi 

3 


j 
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Basketball World Champio nships 

No Dream, No Team for U.S. 


ATHENS (AP) — Maybe 
[lie Dream Team wasn’t 
such a bad idea. 

That’s wiiat USA 
Basketball must be tliink- 
ing. And Domi Nelson, the 
Dallas Mavericks assistant 
who lias worked with l lie 
Lithuanian national (cam 
for six years, agrees. 

“All (lie international guys 
I've talked with' arc kind of 
disappointed they are not 
able to go against tlx* best 
from tlx* U.S..” Nelson said 
after Lithuania lield on lor 
an 84-82 win over tlx* mix- 
and-indicli crew of cast oil's 
and collegians (lie United 
Slates sent in place of NBA 


stare to the World 
Basketball Championship. 

Tlie eiTon was tlicrc from 
tlic U.S. players. Tlx: talent 
wasn't. 

Where a Kevin Garnett 
might liave gone strong to 
the baskci. 

Bill Edwitrds. who plays 
in Italy, luid baek-to-hack 
jump shots blocked by 
Lithuanian center Eurclijus 
Zukauskas in llx* first lull'. 
Wtore a Gram Hill or a Vtti 
Baker might luve carried 
tlx* U.S. offense. too many 
players missed too mtuiy 
sliots in a key second-half 
scoreless stretch of nearly 5 
minutes. 


“Tliey were a little better 
than we were.” coach Rudy 
Tomjanovich said. "HI go a 
bit fan lien Tiiey were heuer 
for most of the game than 
we were.” 

Tlie United Slates (1-1) 
was still in position to 
advance to the second pre- 
liminary stage by touting 
South Korea Friday. Tlie 
day’s olivet pivotal games 
included Russia against 
Puerto Rico and Canada 
against Italy. 

Tlie 12 players chosen for 
the latest version of tlx* 
Dream Team threatened to 
boycott live tounvament 
because of tlie NBA labour 


dispute — and USA 
Basketball dumped tliem. 

Wliilc Tomjanovich lias 
steadfastly refused to com- 
ment on the issue. Nelson 
didn’t pull any puixhes 
when discussing whether 
tlie Dream Tcamers should 
he in Athens. 

“in my opinion, there's 
nothing more important 
tluin your country, *’ he said. 
“;uid there s mulling more 
important than if your coun- 
try asks your service in war 
or stepping up to the plate. 
Ttore's no hi giver calling. 
They should be tore.” 

Without tlvcm, the United 
States — a perennial power 


in tlx* spon — saw its 26- 
game winning streak, in 
major international events 
end. TJiat run dares to tlie 
1990 worlds, when 
Yugoslavia beat a group of 
American college players 
en route to the title. 

Yugoslavia looks likely to 
contend for ihe gold again 

Tlx reigning European 
champions needed over- 
time. but got past Russia 82- 
74 Thursday to improve to 
2-0. Greece, boosted by a 
near-sellout crowd ’ ai 
18,000-scat Olympic arena, 
also stayed unbeaten with a 
64-56 victory over Italy. 



Australia stumble again 


ATHENS (AFP) — Australia suffered 
their second shock defeat of the basketball 
World Cliampionships on Thursday wton 
Spain narrowly edged their encounter 77- 
76. 

Hosts Greece outpointed Italy 64-56 but 
the United States were felled by 
Lithuania 84-82. 

Canada had an easy enough time seeing 
off Senega! 70-57, but Yugoslavia had to 
work to beat Russia 82-74. 

Argentina, conquerors of Austmlia on 
Wednesday, once again had cause to cele- 
brate idler stopping Nigeria 68-51. Brazil 
and South Korea ’proved a thriller with 
Brazil emerging victorious 76-73 while 


Puerto Rico sliruggcd off Japan 78-57. 

Australia’s defeat sets back funtor their 
ambitions to capture gold alter their 
reverse at the Atlanta Olympics where 
they could only finish fourth. 

Greece, spurred on by a pani sun crowd, 
only pulled clear of Italy in the dying sec- 
onds of an ultra defensive encounter to 
send the partisan crowd otf happy into the 
Athens niglu. 


FI BA World Championship 


Results so fan 
Lithuania 

97 

South Korea 

56 

Russia 

83 

Japan 

58 

United States 

83 

Brazil 

59 

Yugoslavia 

Spain 

80 

Pucno Rico 

66 

80 

Nigeria 

68 

Italy 

76 

Senegal 

66 

Argentina 

66 

Australia 

62 

Greece 

78 

Canada 

72 

Puerto Rico 

78 

Japan 

57 

Brazil 

76 

South Korea 

73 

Lithuania 

84 

United States 

82 

Yugoslavia 

82 

Russia 

74 OT 

Argentina 

68 

Nigeria 

51 

Canada 

70 

Senegal 

57 

Greece 

64 

Italy 

56 

Sp:iin 

77 

Australia 

76 


United to meet 
Kluivert next week 


MANCHESTER (AFP) — Manchester United manager 
Alex Ferguson is set to break oil* from United’s 
Scandinavian tour in a bid to persuade Dutch striker 
Patrick Kluivert to join the English Premiership giants. 

Ferguson is preparing to fly to Italy early next week to 
meet up with the player alter to* returns from holiday to AC 
Milan on Monday. 

United and Milan have agreed to a nine million pound 
(Si 5 million) move but Ferguson has yet to son out per- 
sonal terms with tlx* striker, whose current wage demands 
would shatter United’s strict salary structure. 

Ferguson said to was hopeful of making more progress 
on las search for a striker ix’xi week, but to ruled out using 
Andy Cole as bait to lure Dwight Yorke from Aston Villa. 

Ferguson said: “Wc arc trying to do a deal when the boy 
(Kluiven) comes back from holiday on Monday. 

“He is meeting Milan and thereafter wc hope to to in 
touch with him and try to progress it from itore. 

“If you look at the history of players going to Milan from 
Holland it lias not worked. He is a young player of 22. so I 
think all his best years will he ahead of him." 

Of Cole’s future. Ferguson added: "We are not offering 
Andy Cole to anyone. We are trying to do a straight cash 
deal. Villa have turned down our first offer and I don’t 
know what lias liappcned since then." 


World Junior Athletics Championships 

Barns wins 10,000 as bell tolls for 
Kipsang; China take women’s 3000 
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HELP FROM THE ENEMY 


North-South vulnerable. South 
dealt. 


NORTH 

*Q«2 

9J41 

CJ9S 

*KJ»3 

WEST EAST 

* A 1075 

7Q8 910753 

v K q 8 6 2 0107 

*54 *910782 

SOUTH 
* KB43 
9AKBS 
OA42 
*A5 


desire to penalize one diamond. 
Three no tramp »u a normal con- 
tract 

After a diamond lead declarer 
would have had to work hard and 
guns mayttung righl to Been nine 
trick*, but West elected to lead a 
spade Declarer won in hand with 
the king, cashed the ace of heart*, 
then led a low heart toward the 
jbcJl. 

In with the crown ct beam, We* 
persevered with a low made, taken 
by the table's queen. A dear picture 


of West's hand was beginning la 
or surely had 
bur spades and probably only Gve 


emerge. The defender 


The 
SOUTH 
1* 

1NT 


10 


NORTH BAST 
DU Pm 
WT Pm 


Opening lead . Fiva of A 


If a nut m good enough to bid. it 
should be good enough to lead Fail- 
ure to do so on this deal made 
declarer's lift i 


Nonh-South were employing a 
f. 90 South’s 


forcing dub structure. 

Cm two hid* showed a balanced 
hand of 17-20 points and Norths 
double announced valnea. not a 


diamonds, and had elnmdy shown 
up with two hearts. Therefore. West 
could not bold more than two dubs. 

Declarer cashed the Jack of 
hearts and ace-kin* of dubs, reduc- 
ing Weal to nothing but diamonds 
and spades. Now a spade from 
dummy presented West with two 
spade treks, which wen welcome, 
and the t— »*. which was not. 

West returned a low diamond, 
leaving South with a guess. Was 
West’s amt headed by a high honor 
end the ten or K O’ DecUro- opted 
for the letter, inserted the table's 
jack end, when that held, nine 
trick* rolled in — two apadaa. three 
h e arts and tore in each minor. 


ANNECY. France (AFP) 
— Benson Bams won 
gold for Kenya in the 
10.000 metres world 
junior cliampionships tore 
oil Thursday but it was 
handed to him on a plate 
when compatriot Salim 
Kipsang stopped at tto 
toll for i to stan of the 
final lap. 

Kipsang, who was run- 
ning in his first nice out- 
side Kenya, recovered 
well enough to still take 
silver with Ethiopian 
Alcnc Emere in third — 
giving ihe Kenyans a 4-3 
lead over Ethiopia in Ihe 
event, since tlx* cliampi- 
onships started in 1986. 

“We were lapping a fel- 
low at tto time and 1 
tlmught llx* hell was for 
luni," Kipsitng said. 

“I ditln’l lixik yi llx* 
hoard at all during rlx* 
race, and it may to some- 
thing to do with not having 
run outside Kenya 
before. ” Kipsang added/ 

A bemused Bahts ran on 
looking behind him in set* 
wtore Kipsang liad gone 
tot I'onui lately liis compa- 
triot was so far ahead of 
Emm* that to didn't lose 
mil oit silver as well. 

Tto* race favourite Said 
Berrioui of Morocco, who 
made llx* senior wiirld 
final in Alliens last year, 
dropped out with live and 
a half laps u» go tuning a 
disconsolate figure as lx* 
trudged across llx* infield 
looking down ;n his 
ankles. 

In tlx* women’s 3.000 
metres Tlx* Orient mas- 
tered tlx* African chal- 
lenge as Lih Un of China 
came red home to take llx* 
world title. 

Lin. wh» posted tto 
fancM ever linx* for a 
junior at 5.000 metres 
when six* run fourth in tto 
senior clumpjonsliips 
though il was not ratified 
because itore was no 
drugs test. New away lx*r 
African challengers 


Edinali Kiplagat of Kenya 
and Ethiopian Yimenliasu 
Taye witii a lap to go. 

The 18-year-old Lin was 
unstoppable as six* cruised 
through tto final lap while 
compatriot Lixin Lan 
faded badly being passed 
first by Kiplagat, who is 
tto reigning junior cross 
country cliampion, and 
(ton Taye, who also rook 
out ito* tiring Kenyan in 
tto* finishing straight. 

"I am very happy bur nor 
all that surprised" by my 
win Yin said. 

Hung;try*s Zoltan 
Kovago left it to tto* very 
last rlirow to claim the 
world junior discus title 
leaving Brilsh hope 
Emcka Udcchuku a bitter- 
ly frustrated man. 

Kovago. who liad led tto 
competition from llx* sec- 
ond throw to tlx* fifth 
wto’it Udcchuku seized llx* 
initiative with a mirk of 
57.99. unleastod a mas- 
sive throw of 59.36 io take 
gold while compatriot 
Gabor Mate, who only 
qualified for the final with 
his last slirow in llx* quali- 
fiers. won hron/e wuh 
56.96. 

“Of course I was alnml 
before my last throw as 
Udcclmku was llx* leader 
in tlx* world this year, hut 
il w;lmi’i Kid was it!’’ the 
19-vcar-old nicknamed 

’Zoli’ siiid. 

For Udcchuku. son oi 
Nigerian parents and \vU> 
was educated at rlx* top 
English public school 
Dulwich College, ii was 
ito* reverse of Iasi year’s 
European Discus 

Cliampionships wtore lx* 
had chnctod tlx* title on 
tlx* Iasi throw. 

“I fully expected to win 
and I’m not particularly 
pleased. If tlx* positions of 
throwing hud toen 
reversed wtoTcby I threw 
last 1 really dunk I could 
have won gold ... I really 
didn’t expect him to ilirow 
iliai disiaixc." fix* jo. 




TT. 


year-old said. 

* The men’s long jump 
went to Bulgaria’s Petar 
Dachev, who is the senior 
indoor tirleholder. w'iih a 
jump of 8. 1 4 metres, while 
French tope Yann 
Domeix-ch failed to make 
tto last three rounds mus- 
tering a mere 7.1 1 metres. 

Finland’s Aki Hcikkinen 
took tto decathlon title 
rounding it off with victo- 
ry in tlx* 1500 metres, 
waving in celebration to 
the crowd and going on a 
lap of honour afterwards. 

Hcikkinen. who won 
with a total of 7476 point. s . 
pushed liis opponents to 
the limit with toih the sec- 
ond Thomas Pogc of 
Germany and bronze 
medal iisf Jaako Ojiinicmi 
ol Finland posting person- 
al bests of 7332 and 7246 
points respectively. 

Tto’ men’s 10 kilometre 
w;dk proved a real test of 
endurance in the swelter- 
ing hear illustraicd by the 
world junior leader this 
year X.nicr M..reno of 
Ecuador wlm fimshed 
eighih. 

Russian Roman 

R.isska/ov un|] fh t . u; ,|k 
with China's Ymileng Liu 
in second and the Central 
Amen i 'an champion 

Mario FI. -rvs <>| Mexico in 

ilurd. 

The standard < if ito* race 
^iis esireiix'ly mndcrjie. 

‘ , l knew \ should win as 

0;,rl > .:' s Hi’ S kilometre 
nurk a ih-inighly saiisi- 
itcd Rasskazov said. 

Tlx* bravery ..| n lc jyi,. 
teles was emphasised bv 
Korwegian Erik Tvsse 

Z h \\ w, ! s ?>' k 0,1 II* track 
‘ * lc li.illw.jy mark but 
earned op tl> finish. 

Even Flores, who comes 

™ “h; warmest 

G mates m u lc wori|1 

^ ^toat had been 

Uwi much. 

inJ'Z h ? 1 W:, ' s Wally 

J ^ *“*) nii ‘de the race 
Hry hard, he said. 
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THE MAN IN 
THE IRON MASK 


Comedian Add Imam . 
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GOVERNOR 
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Hakkinen 
sets the 
pace 


HOCKENHELM, Germany 
(AFP) — Worid drivers* 
championslup leader "Mika 
Hakkinen of Finland pro- 
duced a blistering late lap as 
he recorded die fastest prac- 
tice time on Friday attend of 
Sunday’s German Grand 
Prix. 

Hakkinen was fourth- 
fastesl with just minutes of 
flic final session left wlien 
Jjc produced a sizzling lop 
of lmin 43.94tisec around 
llie 6.823km layout and 
underiined liis current dom- 
inance. 

The Finn, who leads the 
cliampionsliip by eight 
points from Ferrari T s two- 
rime worid champion 
Mlcliael Schumacher of 
Germany, has an advantage 
of just over a 0. 1 sec over Iris 
McLaren-Mereedes team- 
male David Coulthard. 

The 27-year-old Scot had 
dominated the morning ses- 
sion and led for much of the 
afternoon practice before 
being forced to settle for 
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Finland's Mika Hakkinen of fbam McLaren Mercedes in action during a Free prac- 
tice of the German Ft Grand Prix, July 31. The German Grand Prix will take place 
on Sunday August 2 (Reuters photo) 


second-quickest. 

Bui Coul tliaid, who trails 
Hakkinen by 30 points, will 
be confident of following up 
Iris tine second place" in 
Austria last weekend in 
Sunday's race as he 
attempts to finish the season 
on a high. 

Former worid diampion 
Damon Hill also conjured 
up a flying tap late in the 
session to take third place 
for Jordan as he enjoyed one 


of Iris best sessions of tlic 
season. 

Hill was under 0.4sec 
slower than Hakkinen but 
boosted Iris chances of scor- 
ing Iris first points of tiie 
campaign if lie can maintain 
rite form thmughoui die 
weekeikl. 

Sauter driver Jean Alcsi 
of France was fourth fastest, 
closely followed by local 
hero Sehumaclier, with fel- 
low Ferrari driver Eddie 


Irvine one place further 
back. . 

Sehumaclier slipped eight 
points adrift of Hakkinen in 
the title chase after finislring 
third in Austria last week- 
end and badly needs to beai 
the Fitui this Sunday to keep 
tlic drivers’ crown witliin 
sight. 

Sunday’s race will be over 
45 laps, a total of 
307.035km. 


Seles reaches semis, Williams rallies to win 


STANFORD, California 
■ (API — Despite being 
bothered hy a change of 
nine time zones and about 
40 degrees (22 degrees 
Celsius), Monica Seles 
became the first player to 
teach rite semifinals of the 
Bank of die West touma- 
• mem Thursday night. 

Seles had six aces and 
never lost her serve in the 
6-3, '6-1 win over Anne- 
Gadle Sidot of France, but 
said she still is feeling tbc 
effects of last weekend's 
Federation Cup matehes in 
Sjjain and the flight to 
xSifomia. • 

TJ still feel very lethargic,, 
everything hurts in my 
body,” said Seles, who was 
treated for dehydration 
after her first-round victory 
Wednesday night and said 
her back was sore after 
Thursday’s quarterfinal 
win. 

*T never did this before, I 
think it’s too much, my 
body is telling me that,” 
she said. "I can’t go to 
sleep. 1 think my body's 
still confused what time 
zone I’m on.” 

Venus Williams, seeded 
third in the dire 450,000 
ioumament, rallied to reach 
the quarterfinals with a 4-6, 
6-1, 6-0 victory over 
Corina Morariu, who was 
one of Seles' teammates on 
the UiS. FVd Cup team in 
Spain. 

. "It’s been tough for all of 
- us,"’ Morariu said. "I think 
wp’vc all gotten a little 
tijed during our matches 
.here.-” 

Fifth- seeded Natasha 
Zvereva and No. 7 Elena 
Lifchovtscva also advanced 
to tlie the quarterfinals. 

The U.S- Fed Cup team 
lust in tlie semifinals to 
Span last weekend on clay 
courts in Madrid. Tlie 
marches were played in 
100-degree (38-degree 
Celsius) heat, and the 
Americans expended lots 
of psychological energy 
during the trip. 

-i5 U was just such an emo- , 
tioial few days 'there, and 
ifs so hard to come back 
and play as an individual,” 
Sd.es said. “It took some 
adjusting — food, time 
change, weal her. We were 
playing in 105 degrees and 
^ -here it’s lreezine ai 
.night.” 

Seles, who won the Bank 
of the West in 1990 and 
1992. and is seeded second . 
Ms year, uses tlie event as 
Parr of her buildup for the 
U A Opc n later this sum- 
•JW- ]Biu she’s afraid 
laiigue-may cut into her 
reparations. 

“F I feel like this," site 
..sfA "I don't think I etui 
ilriri many weeks in a 
row.” 



Monica Seles 




Kwan and Thompson star 
at Goodwill Games 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Michelle Kwan 
and Jenny Thompson, American worid 
champions looking forward to their next 
Olympic opportunity. Hashed world-class 
form at the Gxxlwill Games hen? 
Thursday. 

Thompson swam two of the fastest ft > 0 - 
raetre butterfly elTons in hisuxy then won 
again on five minutes of rest to bring the 
United Suites a 65-57 dual meet victory 
over die Worid All-Stars. 

Kw:ui received a puled score lri>m one 
judge in die final pcrionriancc of the- shun 
pnignun from her Nagano Olympic figure 
skating runner-up season, a rent rite in 
Rachmtuiinov’s Pi;uio Concerto Number 
Three. 

“It felt really good," Kw:ui saiid "People 
were eliecring so loud it was hard in con- 
centrate. I said to myself, 'OK, this is the 
last time you are going to do this so con- 
centrate.' and I jusi enjoyed myself, lei it 
go.” 

Kwan goes for a Goodwill Games title 
on SaLunJay, the same night die U.S. 
women’s swimmers can claim gold in the 
dual meet team competition by heating 
Germany. 

Thompson out-touched Slovakia's 
Martina Momvcova in a showdown of the 
world's two fastest female !0Q-metic- 
freestylers. 

Thompson, who edged Momvcova for 
the 100 freestyle world title in January at 
Perth, anchored the U.S. 4xI(X>-mctre 
freestyle relay to victory in 3 minutes :uk 1 
45 sect 'i ids, 3*yiOQs :ihead of the global 
squad. 


The taxing relay effort came against 
well-rested rivals only live minutes after 
Thompson had won the 100 buuertly in 
58.72 seconds, die seventh-faslesi time 
ever clocked in the event. 

"The last five meters I tell ... all slow 
motion, a blurry daze, you can't figure out 
what's going on,” Thompson said of her 
relay finish. “1 was just dead. Somehow 1 
made it to the wall. Luckily 1 was there 
first.” 

TlKimpson also had reason to he proud 
of her butterfly leg in die opening 4x100 
medley relay. Her 58J>3-sca>nd elVon 
was die Ibuith-hcsi butierlly relay leg in 
liistoiy. 

"It's hard to go as fast as 1 would like to 
go with so many swims -but I'm doing my 
best and 1 feel gtxxl atoul my 100 butter- 
fly time," she said. 

The U.S. swim women, who led 58-57 
before the seven-point all-or-nothing final 
relay, cun also win gold Saturday by heal- 
ing Germany in their round-robin dual 
mecL The Germans beaL China 80-42 
Thursday. 

Moraveovu's 55-58-sccond final leg was 
the fastest of the closing relay. Kit not 
enough to overcome the hxly-lcngth lead 
Thompson was given by teammates 
Rjeheile Fox, Sylvia Bereknyei and 
Cristina Teuscher. 

Thompson, who owns live Olympic 
relay gold medals, spent 20 minutes in the 
p.x»i alter the finish. “I couldn't gel out” 
she said. “1 had to slay in it. I'm just 
exhausted. I'm really glad we have the 
day off tomorrow” 


Thompson and Teuscher arc the only 
women to win six limes in two days of 
competition. Thompson's 100 buuertly 
was the second-best of the year and her- 
career, trailing only her 58.46 worid title, , 
effort ai Perth. 

Atlanta Olympic 100m and 200m '' 
breaststroke champion Penny Heyns of 
South Africa won both for the world team,- 
taking the 100 breasuarokc in 1:08.14. 
Slv shaved 22-hundrcdihs of a second oft' 
her prior 1998 world best on Tuesday hut 
was 1.12 seconds ■ >IV her w« rid mark from 
Atlanta. 

“The stroke fell hard tonight." Heyns 
SJtid. “Tonight is my fourth ltt>m ;ind my 
fifth 2CKJm swims and perhaps I underes- 
timated the fatigue factor.” 

In boxing semi-finals. top-ranked Slkg 
amateur Israel Alvarez ot' Cuba jipj'ed 
Russia’s Yeygeni Makarenko 18-2 and 
Cuban 1996 Olympic silver medalist Juan 
Hernandez ripped American Darnell 
Wilson 12-1 at7Ikg._ 

U.S. boxers won five of 10 Kuls. the 
biggest upset coming at 63.5kg when 
Ricardo Williams won 1 2-5 over Russia’s 
Paata G vasal iya, the world runner-up last 
year. 

Brazil's Worid No. 1 women's beach 
volleyball duo of Adriana Behar and 
Shclda Bede rose to 2-0, beating 
Australia's Pauline Manser and Kerri 
Pottharst 15-9. 

World ice dance champions Anjclika 
Krylova and Oleg Ovsituinikov of Russia 
extended their lead by winning ihe shim 
program. 


Rafter, Agassi reach L.A. quarters 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Top seed Pat Rafter sur- 
vived a second-set lapse 
Thursday to heat Martin 
Damm 6-3. 5-7. 6-1 and 
reach ilic quarterfinals of 
tlie ATP Tour event here. 

Rafter, who defends his 
U.S. Open title in a month, 
said the knee pain tiiat had 
him worried around the 
time of the French Open 
and Wimbledon, seemed to 
have teen conquered- 

“It’s so much easier to 
move around die court,” 
said • the ■ 25-year-old 
Australian, who lias won 
two titles this year bur 
slipped from a career-liigh 
second in the world to fifth. 

”1 thought I played pretty 
well," he said. “I probably 
got a little defensive cm tlie 
early clionces I lud in die 
second set. Tlien he raised 
his gome and didn’t give me 
any "more. 

Tlic second-round victory 
gave Rafter a quarter-final 
dash with American Justin 
Gimelsioh. 

Roller lias won both of 1 
their previous meetings, tlie ■ 
last with a 7-5 third set at 
Pltiladelphia lust year. 

“It’s going to be tough,” 
Rafter predicted. “He’s a 
pretty intense sort of guy. 
Our last match was very 
tough. But I’m playing prci- 


Well furnished apartment situated in Abdoun is 
available for annual rent. Consists of 3 bed- 
rooms, living room, 3 bathrooms, with American 
garden, telephone & satellite. 


iisjffi The British Council 
iiiEIil Language Centre 

• QOaOOa O C 7 

Study English at The NEW 

I TSELF ACCESS CENTRE 

The place where yon can decide what yon want to learn and 
how with; VIDEOS , COMPUTERS , INTERNET , 
LISTENING CENTRE, GRADED READERS AND MORE 

State of the Art Learning Methods 

Rar-h cours e : 35 boors class, plus 10 hours guided smdy 

En glish Courses for ; 

}/ Very Young Learners ( 6 - 8 years ) 

|/ Young Learners (9- 12 years) 

✓ Teens (13- 16 years) 

✓ Adults ( 17 years ) 

Summer Intensive Course 3 

4 to 29 Augusr 1998 - daily except Thursdays and Fridays 
Re gistration for Old students : 

28 and 29 July 1998 from 1 1:00 to 5:00 pan. 

Testing and registration Tor new students ; 

1,2 and 3 August 1998 from 11:00 to 5.-Q0 pan. 

Test end Registration Fees: JD 7 

Course Fees: JD 120 

All students will need one photograph 

Vat: It it bette to crane os the fist day of reggimzios and to hi? me Sill anmnL 
For more information please call: 

4636147/8 & 4613368 between 11:00 and 5:00 
fax : 4656413 & 4613389, e-mail : DTO@BC-AMMANjprinLcom 
Nets'Infonnati oD Provideis:The British Council " 

Roistered in England as sdaSriiy no 209152 


Business Lunch 

ft 


Your choice of soup or salad, a main dish 
and a dessert ! 

. JD10.000++ per person 
(from 12:00 - 3:00 pm) 






Telephone 593 AW C»fe‘ 593 47« BenUqae 


tv well. I won't tliink too 
much about it, just go out 
and play my game.” 

R:il'ier's compatrioi 
Siuidon St olio, a lucky loser 
who replaced injured 
lounh-seed Thomas Enqvisi 
in the main draw', ousted 
another Aussie, Andrew 
tlie. 6-3, 7-6 (8/6) to reach 
tlie quarter-finals. 

Stolle will face fifth-seed- 
ed American Andre Agassi, 
who beat compamot Jan- 
Micliael Gantbill 6-4, 6-4. 

In their only previous 
meeting, Agassi dismanrled- 
Stolle 6-0, 6-0 in tlie firsr 
mund at Scottsdale in 1993. 

"It was probably my worst 
match of my career,” Stolle 
said. “IT! leave it at that. I 
don’t want to talk about it ” 
Agassi called tliai result “a 
freak situation.” 


Bui Slolic will have his 
work cut out against a play- 


against liic hard-iiitting 
G"anihill, who had beaten 


er who captured his third him in their lust meeting at 

title of the veor in Indian Wells in March. 


Washington last week. 
Agassi looked sharp 


“I wouldn’t call it a 
grudge match,” Agassi said. 


Ain: elegant 220 sq.m, furnished apartment. 
Located in a quiet residential area, between 4th 
arid 5th: Circles in Jabai Amman. 2nd floor small 
"building. JDS.OOO-negotiable. 

4=:;Tel.: 5676605, 079/58933 
FURNISHED APARTMENT AND HOOP- 


f . ctetox© ground floor apartment. Conatsts ofj 


d^tiixo.f tawttore, j 

581 0423 


Aram Corp. for Int T l Trading ***£% 

The Authorized Distributor of Canon printers in Jordan 


OPEN DAY OPEN DAY OPEN DAY OPEN DAY 


For 


Canon 


I ■ ■ Printers 

With A Full DEMO For All The Printers 
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^ Aug. 1st - 2nd /1998 

^ . .-From 9am - 7pm 


Join Us At ; i 

MuUiniibia Jituse. tt~ . . 7 n ’ * g= - ^ 

w*^ mU ' (I lei 
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VACANCIES 


Available at The National Music Conservatory / Noor AI 
Hussein Foundation vacancies to fill the seats of the North 
Theatre at the ancient city of Jerash on Monday 3 August 
1998 at 8:30 p.m. 


The candidate must be: 

I - Between 5 and 95 

2- An honest advocate of culture and arts 

3- Willing to pay JD 5 for a ticket 

Those who fit the description, can enjoy an Interest- 
ing program featuring: The Blue Danube. Titus Overture, 
Hungarian March. New York New York as well as Arab mu- 
sic and songs by Rahbani Brothers, Farid Al-Atrash and Zaka- 
riyyah Ahmad. 

Tickets available at: 

- Alahlia-Abela Superstore, tel. 5688481 

- Alissar Flowers, tel. S 527695 

- Babiche, tel. 5661322 

- Caffe Moka, tel. 5926285 

- Music Box, tel. 58 1 5745 

- The Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 5669026 

- The National Music Conservatory, tel. 5687620 or 568762 1 

To provide for your transportation to and from Jerash Festival 
please call the National Music Conservatory , tel. 5687620 
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Sudan’s FM, rebel deputy 
chief to head peace talks 


ADDIS ABABA (AFP) — 
Delegations at Sudanese 
peace talks here next week 
will be beaded by Foreign 
Minister Mustapha Osman 
Ismail and Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) 
Deputy Chairman Salva 
Kiir, sources said Friday. 

The talks on ending the 
15-year-old civil war 
between the largely animist 
and Christian south and the 
Islamic junta in Khartoum 
will take place in the midst 


of a devastating famine 
affecting more than 2.5 
million Sudanese. 

The Tuesday-io-Thursday 
talks will “start from where 
we left off in Nairobi," 
where the last round of 
peace talks was held on 
May 4-6, SPLA spokesman 
Pagan Amum told AFP in 
Nairobi. 

Those talks ended incon- 
clusively, with the govern- 
ment delegation declaring 
them a success and the 


SPLA branding them a fail- 
ure. 

The two sides agreed then 
to hold a referendum on 
“unity or outright seces- 
sion" for the south, but the 
fighting is continuing as 
the famine worsens. 

Other members of the 
government delegation at 

the talks here will include 
Internal Security Minister 
Kutbel Mabdi. 

Administration of 

Territorial Unity Minister 


Ahmad Ibrahim A1 Tahir, 
Labour Minister Wagni 
Lokodo. and former rebel 
Riek Machar, who is now 
assistant president, Arab 
diplomatic sources said. 

The SPLA’s nine-strong 
delegation will include the 
rebel’s governor for the 
southern Kordofan region, 
Yusuf Kuwa, and its gover- 
nor for the southern Blue 
Nile region, Malik Agar, 
Mr. Amum said. 


AJU to probe lashing sentences 
of two Yemeni journalists 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab 
Journalists’ Union (AJU) is 
to investigate the 1997 sen- 
tencing of two Yemeni jour- 
nalists to 80 lashes of the 
whip each, the union said 
Friday. 

Yemeni courts sentenced 
Abdallah Sand, editor-in- 
chief of the Islamic opposi- 
tion papa: A1 Shura, and his 
brother Abdel Jabbar to SO 
lashes each in May 1997 for 
publishing articles judged 
hostile to a leader of the 


Islamic party A1 Islah. 

The sentence has not been 
carried out, and the two 
men have tiled an appeal. 

The union’s investigation 
was announced in a state- 
ment at the end of a meeting 
of the AJU’s general secre- 
tariat in Alexandria, north- 
ern Egypt. 

The meeting centred on 
“freedom of die press and 
the strong pressure put on 
Arab journalists, who have 
been arrested, imprisoned 


and whipped in several 
Arab countries," the state- 
ment said. 

The AJU said it was work- 
ing “against restrictions on 
freedom of expression and 
opinion." 

The investigation into the 
Yemeni sentences will be 
headed by AJU Secretary 
General' Salaheddin Hafez 
as well as representatives of 
the Arab Organisation of 
Human Rights and the Arab 
lawyers’ union. 


Iran’s judiciary slams return 


of paper under new name 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
judiciary rfwtf Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi Friday 
T yanripri as “illegal” the return 
under a new name of a banned 
moderate newspaper which 
supports reformist President 
Mohammad Khatami. 

“The publication of a previ- 
ously forbidden newspaper 
under a new name is illegal, 
and we are asking die culture 
minis try to take action before 


someone else does," Ml Yazdi 
said during tbe weekly Muslim 
prayers at Tehran University. 

Iran’s press court last week 
upheld a ruling to dose down 
Jameeh newspaper for publish- 
ing "lies” and “disrupting pub- 
lic mdet” 

Jameeh first rolled off the 
press in February and became 
a symbol of press freedom as 
championed in die Islamic 
Republic by Ml jOiatarau a 


moderate cleric. 

The new paper, named Tbos, 
employs the same* editorial 
team as Jameeh and began 
publishing the day after the 
press court’s decision. 

Mr. Yazdi denounced the 
“parasitic proliferation" of 
newspapers and magazines. 
‘The Islamir people of Iran 
win not tolerate insults and 
attacks against their beliefs and 
(he Shiite dergy,” he said. 


Hizbollah chief reelected 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Sayyed 
Hassan Nasrallah, the soft-spo- 
ken secretary general of the 
Lebanese Shiite Muslim 
• Hizbollah, has been reelected 
for a third three-year term, a 
HizboUab spokesman said 
Friday. 

Sheikh Nasrallah was rein- 
stated in an election on 
Wednesday that required an 
amendment of Hizbollah inter- 
nal regulations which prevent 
the rejection of the secretary 
general for three consecutive 
terms, he tcM AFP. 

Sheikh Nasrallah ran unop- 
posed in the election. 

The ejections also brought 
back to office six of the seven 
former members of 
Hizboflah’s consultative coun- 
cil, the Majlis ShouraAl Qarac. 


whitb is the highest Hizbollah 
ruling body, be said 
A new member, Hajj 
Mohsen Shuler, was elected 
instead of Hizbollah MP 
Abdullah Kassk, the 
spokesman said 
S heikh Nasrallah was bom 
on Aug. 31, I960, in Beirut. In 
1976, he travelled to the Iraqi 
city of Najaf where he studied 
Islamic theology, but had to 
return home two years later 
after problems with Iraqi 
authorities. 

In 1979, he joined the Shiite 
Amal movement, but moved 
to Hizbollah at its creation dur- 
ing the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon in 1982. 

The bearded sheikh was 
named secretary general in 
1992 after former Hizbollah 


Chief Sheikh Abbas Musawi 
was killed in an Israeli air 
strike against his convoy in 
southern Lebanon. 

He is married and has two 
daughters and three sons, 
inducting his eldest Ha di who 
died at the age of 18 during an 
anti-Israeli guerrilla operation 
in southern Lebanon in 
September 1997. 

Hadi's body was returned 
during a large exchange of 
prisoners and bodies of slain 
guerrillas between Lebanon 
and Israel in June. 

Hizbollah spear h eads the 
guerrilla war to force Israel out 
of southern Lebanon where the 
Jewish state has maintained 
since 1 985 a “security zone” to 
protect its northern territories. 


Israel to delay Ethiopian fighter jet repairs 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel will 
delay upgrades of Ethiopian 
fighter jets to avoid influencing 
the outcome of Addis Ababa’s 
violent bonier dispute with 
Eritrea, an Israeli official said 
on Friday. 

“The planes, if they are reno- 
vated, will be delivered only in 
another year on condition that 
the dispute ends," said the offi- 
cial who spoke on condition 
he was not identified 

“If the dispute continues, the 
planes will not be delivered,” 
the official said. 

Israel's Ha’aretz newspaper 
reported the delay affected 11 


Ethiopian MiG-2) jet fighters 
and that the postponement 
came after Eritrea expressed 
concern the upgrades would 
affect the balance of forces in 
the conflict 

Ethiopia and Eritrea, former 
Hera of Africa allies, fought a 
bloody ground andlair war 
between May 6 and June II 
over the disputed border terri- 
tory of Badme and Sberaro. 

Isad which has defence and 
commercial ties with both 
countries, has expressed con- 
cern with the fighting which 
claimed hundreds of lives. 

Israel maintains a base on 


Eritrea’s Dahlak Islands in the 
Red Sea where it has facilities 
to supply submarines and a 
monitoring station to eaves- 
drop on Saudi Arabia and 
Yemen, Jane's Defence 
Weekly reported last month. 

Jane's repeated Isael also 
maintains a base in mainland 
Eritrea in the Mabel Agar 
mountains near the header with 
Sudan to eavesdrop on the 
Khartoum government. 

Israel has longstanding 
defence ties with Ethiopia. 
Jane’s said Israel’s Mossad spy 
service m ain rams a large sta- 
tion in Acklis Ababa. 


U.N. team 
seeks answers 
at Algerian 
massacre site 

SIDI KHLIL (R) — “Did you 
try to follow the tracks of the 
attackers?" asked a U-N. panel 
member of an army officer at 
the site of one of Algeria's lat- 
est massacres. 

“Of course,” be answered. 
“But let me explain the scope 
of the territory. The area is 
vast_. extremely mountainous, 
lots of ridges, steep valleys." 

‘It’s extremely difficult to 
track individuals because the 
terrorists' tactics is to gather for 
an attack and disperse after- 
wards.” “But when did the 
army arrive?' interrupted 
Simone Vfefl, the Bench former 
president of the European 
Parliament 

“Fifteen minuirx after mid- 
ni ght, " the officer replied. 

Survivors of the massacre at 
Sidi Khlil inTkmcen province, 
440 kilometres west of Algiers, 
in winch 12 people were killed, 
had told the panel earlier that 
the attack occurred at 11.50 
p m on Satinday. 

“The attackers fled after the 
army arrived at the scene. 
Otherwise, more would be 
been killed," an elderly sur- 
vivor said. 

The exchange overheard by 
some foreign journalists during 
a briefing at a village tent 
Thursday, gave a first insight 
into die way the panel is con- 
ducting its fact-finding mission 
in the violence-racked North 
African country. 

Human rights activists at 
home and abroad have criti- 
cised the army for not respond- 
ing quickly enough to rebel 
attacks. 

The survivors told the six- 
member team created by UJ4. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
that the rebels burned down 
three bouses, killing 12 people, 
including six children and three 
woman. They also kidnapped 
five women. 

The panel led by former 
Portuguese President Mario 
Soares, spent nearly two hours 
gathering information by talk- 
ing to the survivors and the mil- 
itary officers. 

“Did the attackers have any 
contact with the villagers 
before? Did they ever ask for 
assistance?” asked former 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
A1 Kabariti, repeating a ques- 
tion be had posed to the sur- 
vivors earlier 

"One of their goals is to cap- 
ture weapons and ammuni- 
tion,” the officer replied. He 
added that the authorities had 
armed 38 men of Sidi Khlil's 
population of 300 to defend 
themselves against Muslim 
rebels blamed by the govern- 
ment fra- the massacres. 

Thursday's visit was the third 
field trip by the panel since it 
arrived on its unprecedented 
fact-finding mission in Algiers 

nine days ago. 



SADEQ'S WORKS OF ART: Models display oriental fashion in the ancient 
amphitheatre of Jerash during the 17th Jerash Art and Music Festival The fashion 
show entitled 'An Oriental Dream' was on Wednesday a festive showcase of the 
works of Hana' Sadeq, a famous designer who creates/ through the merging of tra- 
ditional and modem styles, accompanied with jewellery and theatre decoration/ a 
sight for sore eyes (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 
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Iraq accuses U.S. inspector 
of spying on train shipment 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
on Friday accused a U.S. 
expert with a U.N. team 
charged with disarming Iraq 
of spying on a military ship- 
ment, in a protest just two 
days ahead of a “crucial" 
mission by U.N. chief 
weapons inspector Richard 
Butler. 

Iraq has “strongly protest- 
ed at the spying activities of 
the American, [named as] 
Gayson Gilbert, an 
UNSCOM team leader who 
secretly cook photographs 
of a train transporting mili- 
tary equipment" Iraq’s offi- 
cial news agency INA said. 

It said the incident took 
place Tuesday during an 
inspection in a Baghdad 
suburb. The train was run- 
ning along the bank of the 
Tigris River while divers 
with the United Nations 
Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) on disarming 
Iraq were at work. 

"The American expert had 
to destroy the film because 
of protests from the Iraqis 
escorting the UNSCOM 
team who pointed out that 
the act amounted to spy- 
ing," INA said. 

Baghdad has repeatedly 
accused UNSCOM of spy- 
ing for the Unired States in 
a bid to prolong the U.N. 
sanctions which were 
slapped on Iraq for its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait 

Last year, Iraq briefly 
expelled U.S. members of 
UNSCOM, which must cer- 
tify the elimination of Iraqi 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion before the U.N. embar- 
go can be lifted 

The fresh protest came 
two days ahead of a mission 
by Mr. Butler, who is to pre- 
sent the U.N. Security 


Council with his next six- 
monthly report on Iraq’s 
disarmament in October. 

Iraq warned Thursday that 
“all options" were open to 
force a lifting of the embar- 
go and that the talks with 
Mr. Butler would be crucial. 

“The Security Council 
roust fulfill its obligations...- 
Iraq will not wait much 
longer. Iraq has all options 
in front of it to defend the 
rights of our people,’’ Iraqi 
Vice President Taha Yassin 


Ramadan said 
And the country’s leader- 
ship said “the next meeting 
with the UNSCOM will be 
crucial and show whether 
this body is going to submit 
a report that wifi help lift 
the embargo or continue to 
procrastinate ” 

According to an official 
haqi report published here 
Friday, ■ 260 UNSCOM 
teams have visited ' Iraq 
since 1991, comprising a 
total of some 3,517 experts. 


Butler: U.S. findings on 
nerve gas to stand 

BELJING i AFP) — Top UN. weapons inspector Richard Butler 
said Friday be fully expected U.S. army laboratory findings erf 
lethal nerve gas on Iraqi missile warhead fragments to be borne 
out "in a few weeks.” ' 

Traces of the lethal VX nerve gas were detected last month in 
an analysis of samples from Iraqi missile w arhead remnants, 
despite Iraq's claims it had never used the gas in weapons. 

Iraq has so far refused to provide new information on toe pres- 
ence of the gas. 

“What we did to make Iraq fed happier was to send further 
samples [from toe same batch] for analysis to labs in France and 
Switzerland,” Mr. Butter told reporters during a visit to China. 

“But any suggestion that [foe U.S. result] was in any way biased 
is not accurate,” said toe U.N. Special Commission (UNSCOM) 
on disarming Iraq chairman. 

The Australian diplomat said he folly expected the tests results 
from the French and Swiss labs, due in the next few weeks, to 
bear out toe U.S. findings. 

Mr Butler met Glim's Vice Premier and former Foreign 
Minister Qian Qicben for “an- exchange of views” ahead of 
Baghdad talks that will test Iraq's willingness to hand over key 
chemical and germ warfare documents. # 

*1 came here to thank the Chinese for providing us with experts 
on the field in Baghdad and at apolitical level'-' Mr. Butler said. 

"One of the things we talked about was toe vital need for con- 
sensus within the Security Council’' he said, bm declined to com- 
ment further on differing opinions within the council on when 
Iraqi sanctions should be lifted. 

China, a permanent UN. Security Council member, hopes for 
an early lifting of sanctions a gainst Iraq. 

Me Butier said toe Chinese had sect fair weapons inspectors to 
Iraq since the start of the year, and had recently begun sending a 
commissioner. Zhou Fbi to UNSCOM talks. 


Outspoken Greek foreign minister ruffles feathers abroad, but is praised at home 


By Patrick Quinn 

Associated Press 


ATHENS — Theodoras 
Pangalos is a diplomat — a most 
undiplomatic one. Since taking 
his post two years ago, his ver- 
bal blasts have ruffled officials 
from Turkey to Washington. 

But to many Greeks, who 
share the impression that their 
country is unfairly kicked 
around by bigger nations, the 
foreign mini ster’s bare-knuckles 
style strikes just the right chord. 

“[Pangalos] many times cuts 
through what can easily be 
described as the bull of diploma- 
cy, hypocrisy and expedience,” 
said Mario Evriviades, a politi- 
cal analyst with Athens' Institute 
of International Relations. “In 


this sense Pangalos does have an 
appeal to the Greek public.’-’ His 
latest barrage was aimed at U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, whom he 
called a “liar" for renegfog on 
pre-election promises to make 
the divided island of Cyprus an 
American foreign policy priori- 
ty. 

The comments, which touched 
off a tit-for-tat exchange with 
Washington, went smright to the 
heart of Greek perceptions that 
the world's only remaining 
superpower has been siding with 
Turkey in its disputes with 
Greece. 

“Your help, your friendship — 
we have had enough of them — 
stop working for our good. We 
have seen this good. Thank you 
very much, we have had 


enough” Mr. Pangalos said, 
referring to U.S. initiatives in 
the region. 

“One thing is certain,” the 
Athens daily Ta Nea wrote in an 
editorial. “That in this case, as in 
others, (be Greek foreign minis- 
ter expressed exactly what the 
citizens of our country feel." In 
1993, Mr. Pangalos, as European 
affairs minister, described 
Germany a “bestial force with a 
child’s brain.” Last year, he used 
the words “the bandit, the mur- 
derer and the rapist” to describe 
Turkish officials. 

Turkey’s foreign minister, 
Ismail Cem, returned the com- 
pliment, calling Mr. Pangalos a 
"psychopath.” Greeks have for 
years suffered from an inferiori- 
ty complex when it comes to for- 


eign policy. It stems from more 
than a century of frusfration with 
various foreign powers that have 
meddled in Greek politics — 
from the Balkan and Greek- 
Turkish wars earlier this century, ■ 
to the Greek civil war in the 
1940s, to the Turkish invasion of 
Cyprus in 1974 following an 
Athens-backed coup on the 
island. 

Cyprus has been divided into 
Greek- and Turkish-speaking 
sectors since the Turkish .occu- 
pation of its northern third. 

Turkey keeps about 35,000 
troops in the north, where a 
breakaway Turkish Cypriot state 
is recognised only by Ankara. 

A series of U.S.-led efforts to 
solve the 24-year division of 
Cyprus have failed because of 


Turkish Cypriot refusals to 
negotiate unless their breakaway 
state is recognised by the inter- 
national community. 

Some political analysts believe 
Mr. Pangalos’ remarks may be 
partly linked to a growing fear 
that Washington could someday 
lean in favour of recognising 
northern Cyprus. 

The 49-year-old Mr. Pangalos 
is well-known for his dry wit 
and sheer presence — rivalling 
the size of another political 
“heavyweight,” • German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. A pro- 
fessor of economics. Mr. 
Pangalos studied in Athens and 
Paris. He was elected to parlia- 
ment when the Socialists first 
came to power in 1981 and has 
held various cabinet posts since 


then, but has specialised in for- 
eign affairs. 

. He is the grandson of one of 
Greece’s most quirky military 
dictators — a man said to have 
complained most about the short 
length of women's skirts during 
the 1920s. 

Various Greek leaders have 
over the years sought to take 
advantage of the deep anti- 
American sentiments. The late 
socialist Premier Andreas 
Papandreou, who lived for man y 
years in the United States, made 
a career out of America bashing 
and coined the slogan “Greece 
for the Greeks." Mr. Pangalos, a 
politician who rose to promi- 
nence under Mr. Papandreou, 
seems to have learned that les- 
son well. 
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Douglas: A 
messenger 
of peace 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan has enlisted 
Hollywood fi|m star 
Michael Douglas as a , 
“messenger of peace” to ; 
promote U.N. causes '} 
around the world. Douglas : 
told a news conference;; 
here Thursday that he' 
planned to use his celebrity 
to call for the eliminating 
of nuclear weapons am.' 
non-proliferation of srnal* 
arms. He said he became^ 
interested in the nuclear 1 , 
issue after starring in “The ' 
C hina Syndrome." Douglas 
also said be was “deeply 
embarrassed about our debt 
to the United Nations as a 
U.S. citizen ” 

First Asian actor 
to make it in U.S. 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Chow-Yon Fat, looked to 
as the first Asian action 
adventure star trying to 
make it in mainstream 
films in the United States, 
knows he’s being watched. 
“I’m glad I’m the first one 
to take the bullet,” smiles 
Chow, the 42-year-old 
Hong Kong performer who 
came from soap operas 
there and earned his way 
one of Asia's most recog- 
nisable stars. His first co- 
starring attempt with 
Academy Award winning 
Mira Sorvino “The 
Replacement Killers," did- 
n’t rin too well at the U.S. 


Sang Lan may 
meet DiCaprio^ 


NEW YORK (AF (P) — 
Paralysed Chinese gymnast 
Sang Lan may Wive her 
wish granted to meet 
“Titanic" freartthrob 
Leonardo DiCapdo, media 
reports said Thursday. “We 
read about ^er wish in the 
press, and he told me he 
was very concerned and 
wanted to arrange some- 
thing," Cindy Guagenii, 
DiCaprio's press secretary, 
told the New York Post. 
Sang, 17, suffered severe 
spinal cord damage after 
landing on her head during 
a practice vault session 
July 21 before competing 
in a championship event at 
the Goodwill Games here. 


An outrageous 
scene 


■LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Some of the actors in 
“There’s Something About 
Mary" couldn’t believe that 
they were doing some of 
the outrageous things they 
were asked to do in the 
raunchy romantic comedy. 
Ben Stiller says he remem- 
bers sitting next to S. fat 
man in a cot ready to do a 
crude scene in the farce and 
thinking, “what the heck 
am I doing here?" The 
team (bat brought “Dumb 
et Dumber” to the screen is 
testing the limits with the 
latest film, to the point that 
many newspapers are hesi- 
tant to even describe a 
scene, out of fear of offend- 
ing the readers. 

The pickle jar . 
lesbians split up 


LONDON (AFP) — A 
British lesbian couple wbo 
sparked controversy when 
they used a pickle jar and a 
syringe to produce two 
babies have split up, sever- 
al British newspapers have 
reported. Dawn Whiting 
and Lisa Dawson, who 
inseminated each other 
with sperm from different 
donors, are now believed to 
be living apart In October 
1996, they were wedded ar 
a “marriage ceremony” 
performed in a pub by a 
member of, a Christian 
organisation. 
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